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Crown Prince meets Luxembourg minister 

AMMAN (Petra.) His Royal Highness Crown Prince 
Hasan said Wednesday. His Majesty Kina Hussein's 
intervention in the Palestinian-Israeli negotiations was 
most timely in saving the aspirations of the whole region 
for interdependence. Prince Hasson who made the 
remarks during a meeting with the visiting Deputy 
Prime Minister and Foreign Minister of Luxembourg 
Jacques Poos and the accompanying delegation, said: 
There are two main concerns for Jordan, that of the 
refugees question and the articulation of the dialogue 
with the European Union lEU) in order to share a com- 
mon idiom. Prince Hassan warned that Jordan cannot 
remain silent while the international community dis- 
cussed the future of the United Nations Relief and 
Works Agency for Palestinian Refugees (UNRWA). He 
emphasised human dignity as the sole basis for any 
development and cooperation in all spheres of life. 
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Indyk: Deal could lead to talks with Syria 

TEL AVIV (Agencies! — Israel and the Palestinians’ long-delayed 
agreement on a Hebron redeployment could warm Israel’s frosty 
relations with the Arab World and pave the way for a reopening of 
talks with Syria, U.S. Ambassador Martin Indyk said Wednesday. 
“We hope this agreement will provide a springboard for improving 
Israel's relations, first and foremost with Egypt - and then with the 
other Arab states," Mr. Indyk told Israel Radio. Mr. Indyk said 
Israel’s relations with Jordan already appeared 10 be warming, after 
King Hussein flew in earlier this week for meetings with Israeli 
Prime Minister Netanyahu and Palestinian President Yasser .Arafat 
that broke tbe logjam in the talks. Mr. Indyk said he hoped the 
redeployment agreement would “impart some momentum back 
into the peace process." and that improved relations with other Arab 
Nations would encourage Syria to resume talks with Israel. “The) 
will not want to miss a train that is beginning to move again," he 
said 
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Arafat, Netanyahu sign accord, present it to cabinets 

Midnight summit produces deal to break six-month stalemate in peace process 

k Netanyahu assured of cabinet 


•1.1 


support; Knesset votes today; 
pullback to begin next week 
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OCCUPIED JERUSALEM 
(Agencies) — Israeli and 
Palestinian leaders struck a 
landmark agreement to 
extend Palestinian rule to 
Hebron early Wednesday and 
presented it to Lheir respec- 
tive cabinets ahead of its 
implementation. 

The agreement broke a 
deadlock in the Middle East 
peace process since Israeli 
elections in May and was 
made possible with a last- 
ditch mediation effort by 
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Palestinian leader Yasser 
Arafat submitted the Hebron 
agreement late Wednesday to 
a meeting of his cabinet and 
the executive committee of 
the Palestine Liberation 
Organisation (PLO), officials 
said. 

Mr. Arafat was expected to 
face little difficulty in obtain- 
ing approval from a big 
majority of the ministers and 
PLO leaders. 

The agreement, initialled 
early Wednesday morning 
during a summit meeting 
between Mr. Arafat and 
Israeli Prime Minister 
Benyamin Netanyahu, calls 
for Israel to carry out its 
long-delayed troop with- 
drawal from most of Hebron 
within 10 days of the formal 
signing of the deal. 

A U.S. “note for the 
record" attached to the 
Hebron protocol also reiter- 
ates Israeli and Palestinian 
commitments under a 1995 
interim peace accords, 
including further Israeli 
withdrawals from the West 
Bank. 

Israel Radio said 1 1 out of 
the 18 Israeli ministers came 
out in favour of the deal to 
hand over Hebron and rural 
areas of the West Bank to the 
Palestinians, as the marathon 
session continued. 

Israel's defence Minister 
Yitzhak Mordechai has 
ordered the army to wait 
until parliament approves the 
Hebron Deal before handing 
over the West Bank town to 
Palestinian self-rule, his 
spokesman said. 

The 120-seat parliament is 
expected to vote on the deal 
late on Thursday. 

“Defence Minister Yitzhak 
Mordechai today ordered the 
Israel (army) and the securi- 
ty establishment not to begin 
the actual redeployment in 
Hebron until the Hebron 
agreement is approved by the 
Knesset, which is due to con- 
vene tomorrow” his 
spokesman said in a state- 
ment. 

But Mr. Mordechai did 
authorise the removal of 
heavy equipment and other 
preliminary measures once 
tile agreement is approved by 
the cabinet in a vote expect- 
ed late on Wednesday. 

“Mordechai ordered that 
die redeployment be carried 
out with minimal friction, by 
refraining — as much as 
possible — from disturbing 
tile daily lives of Hebron’s 
Jewish and Arab residents. 
He also directed that the 
redeployment not violate the 
(Jewish) Sabbath," the state- 
ment said. 

Armed Forces Chief of 
Staff General Amnon Shahak 
■tiki chief Israeli negotiator 


^ Next steps ^ 

NEXT STEPS in the 
peace timetable after 
Wednesday's signing of 
the Hebron-West Bank 
accord: 

— Israeli cabinet vote, 
expected later Wednes- 
day. 

— Palestinian cabinet 
vote, expected within 
days. 

— Israeli Knesset vote, 
expected within days. 

— After approvals. 
Israeli army immediately 
begins pullout from four- 
fifths of Hebron. 
Although agreement 
gives Israel 10 days from 
signing to complete the 
pullout, officials agree it 
could take as little as a 
few hours. 

— Within six weeks of 
signing, Israel turns over 
to full Palestinian autono- 
my another part of the 
West Book, probably the 
Hebron area village of 
Halhoul, presently under 
joint control. This is the 
first of three stages of 
withdrawal from rural 
areas. 

— Eight months later, 
Israel carries out second 
stage of the West Bank 
withdrawal. 

— in August 1998, 
Israel carries out the third- 
stage pullout, leaving the 
Palestinian National 
Authority in charge of all 
of the West Bank except 
Israeli settlements and 
whatever Israel considers 
•’military areas” — a 
potentially huge loophole. 

— Concurrent to the 
three-stage pullout 
expanding the Palestinian 
autonomy, the sides hold 
talks on a final peace 
agreement that will tackle 
Palestinian sovereignty, 
final borders, Palestinian 
refugees and the future of 
Jerusalem and of Jewish 
settlements in the West 
Bank and Gaza. The 
agreement is to be 
V ^reached by May 1 999. j 

Dan Shomron were taking 
part in the cabinet meeting, 
officials said. “Today, it’s 
Hebron. Tomorrow, it will be 
Jerusalem." read banners 
carried by demonstrators 
outside, mostly Jewish set- 
tiers from the Palestinian ter- 
ritories. 

The protesters accused Mr. 
Netanyahu of reneging on 
his promises to the electorate 
in last May’s elections and 
attacked Mr. Arafat. 

Israeli soldiers and police 
were on a state of alert in 
Hebron and troop reinforce- 
ments were being sent in 
mainly to prevent demon- 
strations by settler* opposed 
to the handover. 

Some 450 militant Jewish 
settlers live surrounded by 
120.000 Palestinians in the 
city. The accord, reached 
after three months of tortu- 
ous negotiations, marked the 
first concrete progress in the 
peace process since Mr. 
Ncianyahu won the May 
elections pledging to make 
Israel's security his lop prior- 
ity. 

Israeli officials said the 
troop redeployment from 
Hebron would take place 
over the next five days, prob- 
ably at the weekend. 

Military sources said the 
redeployment could be com- 
pleted in less than 48 hours 
since the army had already 
removed much of its equip- 


ment and only has to evacu- 
ate a few positions. 

The Israeli pullout from 
Arab parts of Hebron bad 
been scheduled for March 
1996 but was delayed by 
Israel’s previous government 
and put back further by Mr. 
Netanyahu. 

Under the protocol, some 
400 Palestinian police offi- 
cers will be deployed in 
Hebron. 

Further Israeli with- 
drawals. required under a 
1995 interim peace accord 
signed by the previous gov- 
ernment. are to be earned out 
in three stages between 
March of this vear and mid- 
1998. 

U.S. Secretary of State 
Warren Christopher assured 
Mr. Netanyahu in the letter 
attached to the accord that 
Israel will be allowed to des- 
ignate the scope of its with- 
drawals from the West Bank. 

“I have advised Chairman 
Arafat of U.S. views on 
Israel's process of redeploy- 
" mg its forces, designating 
specified military locations 
and transferring additional 
powers and responsibilities 
to the Palestinian Authority ” 
Mr. Christopher wrote. 

U.S. ambassador to Israel 
Martin Indyk said that under 
the Oslo peace accords of 
1993 and 1995, Israel is 
allowed to decide the scope 
of the withdrawal of its 
forces. 

The final borders between 
the sides will be decided in 
talks slated to begin in two 
months and scheduled to 
wind up by May 1999. 

In another attached docu- 
ment labelled “Note for the 
record.” Washington con- 
firms it has “impressed upon 
Chairman Arafat the impera- 
tive need for the Palestinian 
Authority to make every 
effort to ensure public order 
and internal security within 
the West Bank and Gaza 
Strip.” The “Note for the 
record” document acts as a 
re-commitment by each side 
to cany through on matters 
already agreed upon in the 
Oslo interim accords. 

Leah Rabin, wife of slain 
Prime Minister Yitzhak 
Rabin. praised Mr. 
Netanyahu for implementing 
the Oslo autonomy for which 
her husband paid with his 
life. 

~I bless the prime minister 
for signing the agreement 
that is in every way the Oslo 
accord, the same agreement 
that be so criticised,” she 
said.U.N. Secretary General 
Kofi Annan welcomed the 
accord on Hebron, adding he 
hoped the agreement would 
“pave the way” toward peace 
in the Middle East. 

Mr. Annan “considers this 
to be an important achieve- 
ment, which he hopes will 
now pave the way for further 
progress towards the full 
implementation” of the Oslo 
agreements, according to a 
statement read by a 
spokesman. “The secretary- 

general is very much encour- 
aged by the conclusion of an 
agreement regarding Hebron 
and other important issues." 
the spokesman said. 

Separately, Security Coun- 
cil President Hisashi Owada 
of Japan said the 15 council 
members also hailed th ac- 
cord. 

“The sense of the council 
was to welcome the fact that 
an agreement has finally 
been initialled," Mr. Owada 
said. 



Their Majesties King Hussein and Queen Noor on 
Wednesday plant a sapling in Baqoura marking Arbor 
Day (photo by Yousef Allan) 

Clinton leads world 
praise for accord; 
settlers vow trouble 


NICOSIA (Agencies) — U.S. 
President Bill Clinton led 
international praise Wednesday 
of the deal to extend Palestinian 
rale to the West Bank city of 
Hebron, saying it brought lasting 
Middle East peace one step clos- 
er. 

But there was an angry 
response from Jewish settlers in 
the Palestinian territories who 
accused Israel’s right-wing 

Prime Minister Benyamin 

Netanyahu of selling oul 

Israel's foe Syria and militant 
Palestinian groups also anacked 
the accord, while several other 
states stressed that the agree- 
ment must pave the way for fur- 
ther efforts to bring peace to tbe 
volatile region. 

Mr. Clinton, whose special 
envoy Dennis Ross was a key 
figure in forging the agreement, 
said: “Once again the Israelis 
and the Palestinians have shown 
they can resolve their differences 
and help to build a brighter 
future for their children by find- 
ing ways to address each other’s 
concerns. 

“And once again, tbe forces of 
peace have prevailed over a his- 
tory of division.” Mr. Clinton 
said, adding that the agreement 
“brings us another step closer to 
a lasting secure Middle East 
peace.” The deal, the first con- 
crete advance since Mr. 
Netanyahu took office in June, 
gives Palestinian National 
Authority control of Hebron, 
where 450 militant settlers live 
among 120,000 Palestinians. 

“Netanyahu has fallen into 
(Paletinian lader Yasser) Arafat’s 
nap,” said Noam Anion, a 
spokesman for the sealers. “He 
let us. down.” 

Moshe Ben Zimiu, another 
settler spokesman, said Jews 
“will stay in Hebron, and will 
fight to stay here forever." 

And Mr. Clinton cautioned 
thai the accord was not an end in 
itself. 

‘‘Bringing its words to life will 
require active and continuous 
cooperation between Israeli and 
Palestinian officials.” he said. “It 
will demand ever)' effort 10 stop 
those who would choose con- 
frontation over cooperation.” 

French Foreign Minister 
Herve de Charetre welcomed the 
agreement js “very good news 
for the “• continuation and 
relaunching of the peace 
process” and emphasised the 
role of the European Union 


(EU). 

Mr. de charette said there will 
be “a co-guarantee given in a let- 
ter from the EU presidency 
annexed to the agreement giving 
assurances that the Ell will use 
all its political and moral weight 
to ensuring that the signed 
accords are scrupulously imple- 
mented." 

Dutch Foreign Minister Hans 
Van Mierio. whose country 
holds the current ELI presidency, 
said EU Middle East envoy 
Miguel Angel Moratinos would 
keep close contacts with all par- 
ties. 

British Foreign Secretary Mal- 
colm Rifkind said tbe deal was 
essential to unblocking (he peace 
process and praised (he role of 
King Hussein after his surprise 
meetings on Sunday with both 
Mr. Arafat and Mr. Netanyahu. 

But Mr. Rifkind added: “It is 
important to move on swiftly 
now to other outstanding ele- 
ments of the interim agreement 
The peace process must contin- 
ue to move forward." 

Syria, whose peace talks with 
Israel have been frozen since 
February, believes the accord 
“buries” the Middle East peace 
process, the official newspaper 
A1 Thawra said. 

Two Damascus-based Pales- 
tinian groups accused Mr. Arafat 
of giving in to the Israelis, while 
Muslim militant group Hamas, 
which has been behind several 
anti-Israeli bombings, said the 
deal kept Palestinians ai Israel's 
mercy. 

Former right-wing Israeli 
Prime Minister Yitzhak Shamir 
said the deal was a “self-inflicted 
defeat” for his country. 

“Every capitulation does not 
bring peace. On the contrary, it 
will bring violence” 

Lebanese President Elias 
Hrawi was cautious, saying: 
‘This accord does not necessari- 
ly mean Israel’s return from its 
negative position toward the 
Middle East peace process.” 

“Israel could use it as a means 
of pressure against Syria and 
Lebanon” he was quoted as say- 
ing. State radio in Iran, which 
fiercely opposes the Middle East 
peace process, said the agree- 
ment sought to subdue the “anti- 
Israeli fight." 

"This accord by no means 
marks a progress in Israeli- 
Palestinian negotiations. It is in 
fact a new deviation in the capit- 
ulation process.” 


King expresses happiness over 
agreement, says it is major step 
towards comprehensive peace 


BAQOURA (Agencies) — His 
Majesty King Hussein on 
Wednesday expressed happi- 
ness over the initialing of an 
accord by the Palestinian and 
Israeli leaders on the redeploy- 
ment of Israeli forces in the 
Hebron area. 

Speaking to reporters during 
an Arbor Day celebration at 
Baqoura, the King said :“I am 
very happy :to have done my 
duty in the way of helping our 
people and brothers to regain 
their rights and their freedoms 
on their national soil and this is 
major step towards the achieve- 
ment of a jui and comprehen- 
sive peace.” j 

The agreement is complete 
and it serves jas a stage leading 
to another towards the attain- 
ment of the outcome that we all 
aspire for God’s willing." the 
King added. 

“I am gratified and very 
happy from the depth of my 
heart because for a long period 
of time we were awaiting this 
conclusion which, we hope, 
will serve as an advanced step 
towards the implementation of 
the subsequent step on the road 
towards the establishment of 
an honourable and just peace 
and the settlement of all out- 
standing issues and ending the 
hardships from which die 
inhabitants of the region had 
suffered for long,” the King 
said. 

"We will do all that in our 
power to achieve the just and 
aspired peace which we had 
promised our people.” he said. 

King Hussein mediated a 
breakthrough in the Jsraeli- 
Palestinian 

talks over the weekend with a 
compromise timetable for post- 
Hebron Israeli military rede- 
ployment from rural sections of 
the West Bank. 

“We are very happy about 
this agreement,” Information 
Minister Marwan Muasher 
said. “We are very hojeful that 
we have a fresh beginning now 
that will lead us to comprehen- 
sive peace.” 

Israeli Prime Minister 
Benyamin Netanyahu and 
Palestinian President Yasser 
Arafat sealed the U.S. -broke red 
accord at a late-night summit 
and agreed on a timeframe for 


World leaders pay tribute to 
King's successful mediation 

WORLD LEADERS on Wednesday praised His Majesty- 
King Hussein's for his last-ditch mediation that led to 
Wednesday’s initialling of an agreement between Israel and 
the Palestinian National Authority (PNA). 

U.S. President Bill Clinton, addressing a press conference 
in Washington, paid tribute to King Hussein's wisdom and. 
courageous efforts to put the peace process back on track. 

“King Hussein deserves special gratitude for his efforts 
and I want to express my appeciation of his efforts towards 
peace,” die president said. 

Palestinian President Yasser Arafat and Israeli Prime Min- 
ister Benyamin Netanyahu also thanked the King in tele- 
phone calls they made to the Monarch, the Jordan News 
Agency. Petra, said. 

The two leaders “expressed their gratitude to King Hus- 
sein and his strenuous efforts to save the Palestinian-lsraeli 
agreement and the whole peace process in the Middle East 
region,” Petra said. 

King Hussein also received phone call from German 
Chancellor Helmut Kohl and a cable from French President 
Jacques Chirac. Petra reported. 

Both leaders congratulated the King over his successful 
mediation during visits he paid to the Gaza Strip and Tel 
Aviv on Sunday that led lo the Israel i-Palestinian agreement 
early Wednesday. 


further Israeli pullbacks in the 
West Bank. 

Negotiations had stalled 
before King Hussein flew to 
Gaza and Tel Aviv on Sunday 
for talks with Mr. Arafat and 
Mr. Netanyahu. 

“We feel that it is a culmina- 
tion of concerted efforts made 
by different parties over the last 
few months. In particular the 
Egyptians and the Americans 
have been very helpful in get- 
ting us to this point," Dr. 
Muasher said. 

“Jordan, under tbe leadership 
of King Hussein, made use of 
its very good relations with all 
tbe parties in the region to 
bridge the gap to restore some 
of the lost trust between the par- 
ties which made this effort pos- 
sible,” he added. 

‘The peace process has taken 
a new course from this point on 
— a course that would lead us 
to full implementation of the 
Oslo accord and to successful 
negotiation over (he final status 
of the West Bank and Gaza," 
Dr. Muasher said. 

Ghadeer Taber, adviser to 
Prime Minister Abdul Karim 
Kaboriti, said: "Jordan wel- 
comes the signature of the pro- 


tocol for implementation of the 
redeployment of Israeli troops 
from Hebron and regards this 
as a major step forward in the 
implementation of the Oslo 
accords.” 

She said Jordan "encourages 
all parties to move forward 
towards final-status talks.” 
stressing that die Palestinian 
issue was central to the entire 
Middle East jxace process. 

“Implementation of the 
lsraeli-Palestinian seconds and 
the resumption of final-status 
talks are integral components 
for a solution to the Palestinian 
issue as a central element in the 
achievement of a just and com- 
prehensive peace," Ms. Taher 
said. 

"Jordan's commitment to the 
success of the peace process has 
been underscored by King Hus- 
sein's efforts over tbe pasL 
months to bring the peace 
process back on the right track.” 
she added. 

In Baqoura. the King along 
with Her Majesty Queen Noor, 
planted trees at a site prepared 
for the Arbor Day celebration. 
They- also distributed palm tree 
saplings to the crowds to be 
planted in the fields. 


Jordan satisfied with visit of 
U.S. congressional delegation 


AMMAN (J.T.) — A senior Jordanian official 
has expressed satisfaction with the recent visit 
of a U.S. congressional delegation to Jordan, 
saying the understanding shown by lawmakers 
from the House Appropriations Committee 
bodes well for Amman's relations with the U.S. 
legislature. 

“The feeling is that the lawmakers were sen- 
sitised even further to challenges faced by Jor- 
dan,” said Minister of Information Marwan 
Muasher. 

“Such an understanding of the challenges fac- 
ing us is no small feat, especially at a time of 
increasing unpopularity of foreign aid — not 
only among the U.S. public but also among fis- 
cally conservative republicans in Congress.” 
Dr. Muasher told the Jordan Times yesterday. 

He pointed to comments made by the delega- 
tion’s leader. Congressman Sonny Callahan of 
Alabama, chairman of the House Appropria- 
tions Subcommittee on Foreign Operations, in 
praise of Jordan. ‘To have the chairman of a 
key committee speak of Jordan in such sup- 
portive terms on die political and economic lev- 
els is significant and certainly very positive,” 
Dr. Muasher said. 

During their visit here. Mr. Callahan and 
members of his delegation met with His 
Majesty King Hussein, His Royal Highness 
Crown Prince Hassan and Prime Minister 
Abdul Karim Kahariti as well as military offi- 
cials. With the exception of New York Democ- 
rat Nila Lowey. the delegation members were 
all Republican. 

The Appropriations Subcommittees on For- 


eign Operations in both the House and Senate 
are responsible for funding all foreign aid pro- 
grammes. Those committees also had to 
approve the write off of Jordan's approximate- 
ly $700 million in debt to the U.S. — a debt 
which was written off in ihree tranches. When 
the time came for the scheduled write-off of the 
third tranche of the debt. Republicans had taken 
over control of the U.S. Congress, enacting 
budget cuts in most programmes in an attempt 
to reach the stated goal of a balanced budget. 

"Jordan's relations with the U.S. Congress in 
general have improved and strengthened over 
the past few' years. But finding such under- 
standing of our policies and challenges at the 
level of the Appropriations Committee is most 
important for us on Capitol Hill," Dr. Muasher 
said. “It seems that members of that committee 
have come a long way in appreciating Jordan's 
role in the region and its potential as a model 
for the entire area — be that in rerms of politi- 
cal and economic reform or regional coopera- 
tion," he said. Dr. Muasher explained that dur- 
ing the meeting with Prime Minister Kabariti, 
the delegation received a thorough overview of 
the political and economic situation in Jordan 
as well as the model of peace that Amman is 
trying to promote. 

"Members of the Appropriations Committee 
got a better understanding of Jordan, of the 
model of peace we are promoting and of our 
role in the peace process." Dr. Muasher said, 
noting that senior member* of the economic 
team were also involved in the hour and-a-half 
meeting with the Prime Minister. 
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Kurdish rivals agree 


to pull back fighters 


ANKARA (AFP) — Rival 
Iraqi Kurd factions agreed 
during U.S.-sponsored 
talks here Wednesday to 
withdraw their forces from 
disputed areas along a 
ceasefire line in northern 
Iraq and turn the area over 
to international peacekeep- 
ers. officials said. 

The U.S. mediator in the 
talks. Assistant Secretary of 
State Robert Pelletreau, 
read a joint statement from 
the Kurdistan Democratic 
Pam- (KDP) and the Patri- 
otic Union of Kurdistan 
(PUK) announcing the 
accord. 

“We made progress in all 
aspects of our objectives 
and we are continuing our 
step-by-step process , to 
achieve a complete restora- 
tion of security- and stabili- 
ty in northern Iraq.” Mr. 
Pelletreau said. 

The two sides, however, 
set no date for the deploy- 
ment of an international 
observation force but 
voiced hope that it would 
begin In February, accord- 
ing to the statement. The 
force is to be made up of 
Turcomans (Iraqis of Turk- 
ish origin) and Assyrians. 

According ro an" official 
close to the negotiations, 
there remain three disputed 
zones, including a vast one 
located southeast of Erfoil. 
the capital of Iraqi Kurdis- 
tan. • 

But the rival factions 
agreed to set up high-level 
monitoring committee 
comprised of three mem- 
bers each from the KDP, 
PUK and Turcoman front. 
The committee, which will 
meet once a month in 
Ankara, will work toward 
political reconciliation 
between the Kurdish fac- 


tions. 

Technical subcommittees 
will also be established to 
enhance cooperation in the 
areas of education, health. 


transportation and to coor- 
dinate the activities of 
humanitarian organisations. 

Representatives at the 
talks also reiterared their 
promise not to threaten the 
territorial integrity of Iraq. 

Sporadic fighting 

between the two factions 
for control of the northern 
Iraq has killed 2,500 peo- 
ple since May 1994. 

The region has escaped 
Baghdad’s authority since 
the end of the Gulf war in 
1991, and has been protect- 
ed in pan by a programme 
of overflights by * British 
and U.S. aircraft based in 
Turkey. The French pulled 
out of the northern Iraq por- 
tion. of the programme this 
year. 

The Iraqi government 
opposes the peace talks 
sponsored by the United 
States and Turkey and 
wants to settle on its own 
the Kurdish dispute, which 
began over tax revenues 
and power sharing. 

Two earlier rounds of 
U.S.-sponsored talks 
between the KDP and PUK 
were held in November and 
October last year. 

Neither KDP leader Mas- 
soud Barzani nor PUK 
leader Jala! Talabani, who 
were invited to the talks, 
were there. Instead, the 
KDP team is headed by 
Sami Abdul Rahman and 
the PUK delegation's chief 
is Mohammad Toufik. 

The ceasefire was estab- 
lished on Oct. 23 in north- 
ern Iraq after battles in 
August and September dur- 
ing which the KDP, backed 
by the Iraqi military, took 
control of the main Iraqi 
Kurd town. Erbil, which 
had been in PUK hands. 

The PUK recaptured pan 
of the territory, including 
its Sulaymaniyeh strong- 
hold, in a counter-offensive 
launched in mid-October. 



BEIT HANOUN MEETING: Palestinian leader Yasser Arafat shakes hands with U.S. special coordinator Dennis Ross as Israeli 


Prime Minister Benyamin Netanyahu fleft) looks on early Friday aj^er a meeting at the Beit Hanoun crossing between Israel and the 
Gaza Strip. The meeting led to the initialling of an agreement by Mr. Arafat and Mr. Netanyahu on the long-delayed Israeli rede- 
ployment in Hebron (see page 1 ) (Jordan Times photo by Khalid 2lhigari) 


U.S. insists progress made on Cyprus 


WASHINGTON (R) — The United States 
insisted on Tuesday that a recent visit to 
Cyprus by a U.S. envoy had led to a’posidve 
step forward” in easing tensions on the divid- 
ed island even though Cyprus itself denied 
talk of a deal. 

Slate Department Spokesman Nicholas 
Bums said envoy Carey Cavanaugh received 
assurances of full support for measures aimed 
at preventing incidents along the ceasefire 
lines that divide Greek and Turkish Cypriots. 

“We understand that the United Nations 
forces in Cyprus representatives will be dis- 
cussing these particular issues with the Cypri- 
ot government and the Turkish Cypriot lead- 
ership at the end of this week,” Mr. Burns told 
a news briefing. 

“That’s a positive step forward." 

But, Mr. Bums acknowledged at a news 
briefmg.”fulJ support certainly doesn’t mean 
... they’ve signed on the dotted line. Full sup- 
port means, we think, full support to negotiate 
these things very seriously and to look 
towards a solution." 

Mr. Cavanaugh left Cyprus on Monday 
talking of an imminent breakthrough to ease 
tension along the U-N.-patroLied buffer zone. 


where four Greek Cypriots and one Turkish 
Cypriot soldier have been killed in incidents 
since last June. 

Cypriot government spokesman Yiannakis 
Cassoulides said President Glafcos Clerides 
had me rely "reiterated to Mr. Cavanaugh his 
intention to intervene in the military dialogue 
with our own military people and to see what 
is happening with the dialogue and try to help 
it to advance.” 

The U.N. confidence- building proposals 
relate to unloading weapons along the 180- 
kilometres ceasefire line and abandoning sen- 
try posts. They also impose a code of conduct 
on soldiers. 

Mr. Bums also said an assurance Mr. 
Cavanaugh won from Mr. Clerides that no 
component of an anti-aircraft missile system 
Cyprus is buying from Russia would be deliv- 
ered for 16 months was significant, although 
Turkish Cypriot leader Rauf Denktash dis- 
missed il ^ 

“That provides us some breathing space — 
provides the Turks, the Turkish Cypriots, the 
Greeks, the CyprioL government a breathing 
space to resolve that problem amicably and 
cooperatively." Mr. Bums said. 


Hebron latest island of self-rule amid sen of Israeli occupation 


HEBRON (AFP) — With 
Wednesday's accord on the 
transfer of power in Hebron, 
the flashpoint town is set to 
join seven other West Baak 
urban centres as islands of 
Palestinian self-rule in a sea of 
Israeli occupation. 

Hebron is due in the coming 
days to hecome the last major 
West Bank town to be handed 
over to the Palestinian Nation- 
al Authority (PNA). nearly 12 
months behind the March 
19% schedule outlined in the 
1995 Oslo interim peace 
agreement. 

Alone of the West Bunk 
towns, however. Hebron will 
remain partially under Israeli 
control, with troops left 
behind in Jewish enclaves 
where 400 militant Jewish set- 
tler* and religious students 
live among 1 20.000 Palestini- 


ans. 

Palestinian police will 


deploy in the remainder of 
Hebron, Mid Palestinian civil- 
ian control will extend over 
the entire city although it has 
no authority over Jewish prop- 
erty. The Israeli army pulled 
out in late 1995 from the 
towns of Ramailah. Nablus, 
Bethlehem, Jenin. Tulkarem 
and Qalqiliya, along with 
some 400 nearby villages, 
amid raucous celebrations by 
Palestinian residents. 

The West Bank town of Jeri- 
cho and just over half the Gaza 
Strip were the first areas to 
come under Palestinian self- 
rule in mid- 1994. With 
Hebron, the PNA will now 
have lull control over three per 
cent of the West Bank. 

The authority also has civil- 
ian control in so-called “Area 
B” zones, rural areas and ham- 
lets totalling around 27 per 
cent of the West Bank, but it 
shares security duties there 


with the Israeli army. 

But while the Palestinians 
have established the trappings 
of sovereignty in the self-rule 
areas, hopes that the enclaves 
would remove die daily bur- 
den of Israeli rule have proven 
ephemeral. 

And Palestinian President 
Yasser Arafat's highly cen- 
tralised rule has come under 
criticism for repressing dissent 
through an omni-present secu- 
rity system which has become 
one of the most visible sym- 
bols of autonomy. 

At least eight security 
branches have been put in 
place since the launch of self- 
rule. including Arafat's presi- 
dential guard, intelligence ser- 
vices and preventive security, 
although their weaponry* is 
strictly regulated by die Oslo 
accords. 

Within the self-rule cities, 
armed Palestinian police keep 


order, run prisons and manage 
traffic. Palestinian courts, 
which were largely ignored 
under occupation, have now 
taken an active role. 

On the civilian side, Pales- 
tinian health inspectors patrol 
groceries and restaurants. 
Palestinian authorities issue 
building permits and post 
offices distribute the first 
“Palestinian" stamps since 
Israel's creation in 1948. 

Nablus, the largest city, 
aspires to become the West 
Bank’s economic centre. 

Ramailah, neighbouring 
Jerusalem, has become a polit- 
ical centre as base of the 88- 
member legislative council 
elected in January 1996. 
although Mr. Arafat’s Gaza 
City headquarters remains the 
centre of real power. 

Israeli soldiers, however, are 
never far. 

They pass in joint patrols on 


designated routes through the 
cities and man checkpoints on 
all exits from the enclaves, 
which they have closed off 
several times over the past 
year. 

Israel also main tains ulti- 
mate control over sensitive 
administrative matters such as 
issuing of identification papers 
and import-export permits for 
Palestinian businesses. 

The highly trade-dependent 
economy, in the enclaves has 
been severely crippled by an 
Israeli closure imposed on the 
territories in February- which 
has been eased in recent 
months but still restricts the 
movement of workers and 
goods into Israel, between the 
West Bank and Gaza and. at 
times, between West Bank 
self-rule areas. 

The self-rule areas’ foreign 
imports and exports have no 
outlet except through air. 


Iran sets up 
budget to 
counter U.S. 


TEHRAN (R) — Iran’s par- 
liament on Tuesday approved 
a 25 billion rials ($143 mil- 
lion.) budget for fighting U.S. 
actions against the Islamic 
republic, a newspaper said. 

The daily Kayhan said 
deputies approved a motion 
to earmark 25 billion rials in 
the stale budget for “uncover- 
ing and neutralising the 
American government’s plots 
and interferences in tile inter- 
nal affairs of Islamic Iran.” 

The sum. in the budget for 
the Iranian year starting on 
March 21, would also be 
used to bring suits against 
Washington at international 
bodies and to fight a “U.S. 
cultural invasion.” Iran's 
term for Western cultural 
influences, the newspaper 


said. The parliament last 
year passed d~120 rmllioo 
budgeL to match dollar-for- 
dollal* a ftrnd which Western 
media reports said had been 
set up by Washington for 
anti-Iranian covert action. 

Iran has brought a suit 
against the United States at 
the International Court of 
Justice in the Hague over the 
destruction of Iranian oil plat- 
forms by U.S. warships in 
1987 and 1988. 

The United States imposed 
a trade and investment ban on 
Iran in 1995. accusing it of 
backing “terrorism” and 
seeking to develop nuclear 
arms. Tehran denies the 
charges and says Washington 
seeks to destroy the Islamic 
government. Washington 
stepped up its campaign in 
August with a new law 
imposing sanctions on non- 
U.S. firms which invest $40 
million or more in a year in 
Iran's vital oil and gas indus- 
tries. 


NEWS IN BRIEF 


Bahrain denies hosting Qatari opposition 


MANAMA (AFP)' — Bahrain on Wednesday denied 
claims from Qatar that it was sheltering Qatari opposition 
members. Manama “is not providing shelter on its terri- 
tory for any Qatari citizen wanted by the authorities in 
Doha for whatever reason,” a Bahraini official said in 
remarks published in the local press. Qatari sources told 
Tuesday’s edition of the Arabic-language newspaper A1 
Hayat that suspects linked to a failed coup in Doha last 
February had taken refuge in Bahrain where they 
obtained B ahraini passports. Qatar and Bahrain have 
been locked in a decades-old dispute over sovereignty of 
the Hawar Islands in the Gulf, and felJow Gulf Arab 
states failed to bridge differences at meetings in the last 
week. Bahrain boycotted the Gulf Cooperation Council 
summit last month because it was held in Qatar. Bahrain 
also handed down jail sentences last month to two 
Qataris it charged with spying, but laier pardoned them. 
The emirate was furious last year when Bahraini opposi- 
tion members were interviewed on Qatar's state televi- 
sion. 


Islamists save Ciller from trial 


ANKARA (AFP) — Foreign Minister Tansu Ciller on 
Wednesday narrowly escaped from a supreme court trial 
on corruption charges with the support of her Islamist 
coalition partners, the Anatolia news agency said. A par- 
liamentary committee, which bad been set up to investi- 
gate corruption charges against Mrs. Ciller regarding her 
personal assets, turned down a proposal for her trial. Ana- 
tolia said eight deputies from Mr. Ciller's conservative 
True Path Party and the pro- Islamic Welfare Party of her 
coalition partner. Prime MinisterNecmettin Erbakan, had 
voted in her favour while seven opposition deputies had 
supported her trial. 


Tbridsh troops kill 27 rebels in a week 


DIYARBAKIR (AP) — Turkish troops killed 27 rebels 
in operations throughout southeastern Turkey last week, 
the regional governor’s office said here Wednesday. Fol- 
lowing a five-day incursion into northern Iraq to crack 
dowh rebels earlier this month, the Turkish army, aided 
by unusually mild weather, stepped up operations on this 
side of the border. Since then, snow and cold arrived to 
slow down the offensive. The 12-year-old conflict 
between autonomy-seeking Kurdish rebels and security 
forces has claimed more than 21 .000 lives. 


Kurds on hunger strike over closure of camp 


GENEVA (AFP) — Some 100 members of the Kurdis- 
tan Committee in Switzerland are on an open-ended 
hunger strike in protest at the closure of a U.N. camp for 
Kurdish refugees in northern Iraq, the organisation said 
Wednesday. The strikers began refusing food on Friday 
following a demonstration outside die U.N. refugee 
agency headquarters, at which protestors said the closure 
of the camp meant “the risk of a massacre .” The U.N. 
High Commissioner for Refugees (UNHCR) announced 
last month that it was to dose the Atrush camp. 150 kilo- 
metres from the Turkish border by Jan. 21 . The camp, 
which is home to around 14,000 Kurdish refugees, has 
been used as a’ base by the forces from the Kutdissh 
Labour Party (PKK) which is engaged in a bloody con- 
flict with Ankara to establish a Kurdish homeland. 
UNHCR spokeswoman Pamela O” Toole said the mini- 
mum humanitarian norms were no longer respected in 
the camp, which is “dominated by a group of activists 
who prevent die refugees freely deciding when they 
leave.” The UN. agency said it would move refugees to 
transit centres where they will be interviewed to see 
which could now return to Turkey. It has promised no 
forced repatriation. 
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The. graduates of the Schmidt 
Girls’ College in Jerusalem 
extend their sincere 
condolences to the family of 


Angelle Di’mes 


whose contributions to the education 
of many generations shall be 
remembered with -gratitude. 


JORDAN TELEVISION 
TeL 773111-19 


JORDAN TIMES DAILY GUIDE AND CALENDAR 


I PROGRAMME TWO 


13:30 — 


..Cannon 


14:00 Call — Drvumtrnaiy 


! 14:30 They Came From Outer 
! Space 

j 15:00 Feature Film; ‘The Man 
• From The Left Field” 
j 16:50 ...Cali Rir Prayer and Iftar 

1 17:30 French Programmes 

J 19:30 News Headlines 

: 19^5 Islam in the West 

j 2(h02 Babylon 5 (Science Fk- 
Jtionl 

j 20:30 Rung Fu-The Legend 

21:10 Islam in a Changing 
J World 

1 22.-00 News in English 

i 22:25 Feature Film: “-U- Fbr 
j The Love Of Nancy” 

! 23:00 Mini Series — False 
j Arre-4 

1 01:05 Ramadan Talks 


022366 

Anglican Church Tel. 652826. 
Armenian Catholic Church 
Tel. 771331. 

Armenian Orthodox Church 

Tel. 775261. 

St. Ephraim Church TeL 
771751. 

.Amman International Church 

TeL 827126 

Evangelical Lutheran Church 
Tel. S24328. 

German -speaking Evangelical 
Congregation Tel. 845457 
The Latter-Day Saints Tel. 
654932. 

Church of Nazarene Tel. 
675691. 

The Evangelical Local Church 

in Amman Tel. Si 1295 

English -speaking 

Latin Catholics Parish Tel. 

614190. 


Mini -/Max. Temperatures 

Amman 03/07 

Aqaba 08/17 

Desens 03/10 


Jordan Valley 08/15 


Civil Defence Emergency 199 
Rescue Police 192. 621 III. 
637777 

Fire Brigade 617101 

Bfood Bank .775121 

Highway Police 843402 


PRAYER TIMES 

05:11 Fajr 

0632 — .... .(Sunrise! Duha 

11:45- -JDbuhr 

1435 — ‘Asr 

16:59 - ....Maghreb 

18:20 ....’Isha 


WEATHER 


CHURCHES 

Sl Maty of Nazareth Church 
Sweifieh, Tel. 810740 
Assemblies of God Church TeL 
632785. 

SL Joseph Church TeL 624590 
Church of the Annunciation 
TeL 637440. 

D e la Salk Church Tel. 661757. 
Terra Sancta Church Tel. 


Bulletin supplied by the Depart- 
ment of Meteorology 
The depression affecting the 
Kingdom is expected to last until 
Friday. Rainfall is expected in all 
regions with [emperanres drop- 
ping significantly. Sides will be 
partly cloudy and winds westerly 
to northwesterly active. There 
will be a chance for stow io foil 
over areas that are U200 metres 
above sea level, in Aqaba, skies 
will be partly cloudy with a 
chance for scattered showers. 
Winds will be northerly moder- 
ate and seas calm. 


Yesterday's high temperatures: 
Amman 1 1. .Aqaba 19 Humidity 
readings: Amman 94 per cent. 
Aqaba 55 per cere. 

USEFUL 

TELEPHONE 

NUMBERS 

NIGHT DUTY 
AMMAN: 

Dr. Ghaleb Zavraideh -736011 

Dn Khaldoon Asfour 799440 

Dn BQal Al Sayed S902S0 

Dn Amu Al Rawamdefa 832356 

Firas pharmacy 661912 

Fcrdows pharmacy 77S336 

Al Asema pharmacy 637055 

AI Saiam pharmacy — 636730 

Yacoub pharmacy 644945 

Shmetsani pharmacy ..-637660 

Nairoukh pharmacy 623672 

Najib pharmacy 847632 

IRBID: 

Dr. Mazes Abu Bakir 276852 

Al Quds pharmacy ( — ) 

ZARQA: 

Du Akram Haddad — 9S5550 
KhaKfeh pharmacy 9S5417 


Traffic Police 896390 

Public Security Department 
630321 

Hotel Complaints 605800 

Price Complaints 661 176 

Water and Sewerage Com- 
plaints 897467 

Amman Municipality Com- 
plaints *787111 


642362 

Malbas, J. Amman — 636140 
Palestine, Shmdsani 607071 

Shmeeanj Hospital 669131 

University Hospital 845845 

AI-Muasher Hospital 

667227/9 

The Islamic, Abdaii 666126/37 

AJ-Ahli, Abdaii 664164/6 

Italian. AkMuhqjreen 

777101/3 

AL Bashir. 775111/26 

Anny, Marka .89161 1/15 

Queen ADa Hospital 
« 602240/50 


Royal Jordanian iRJ) informa- 
tion department at the Queen 
Alia International Airport TeL 
(08)53200 where it should 
always be verified. 

Information on other flights are 
supplied on phone 08 (52700) or 
08(53250). 


Royal Wings (RW) Flights 


Wd5 Rome(AZ) 

Royal Wings (RW) Rights 

09*^0 .Marka (RW) 

20:50 .Aqaba (RW > 


09-JO, 


1835 


(RW) HIJAZ RAILWAY TRAIN 


..Tel Aviv (RW) 


departures 


ARRIVALS 


Royal Jordanian (RJ) Flights 

07:15 Sanaa (RJ) 

09:15 Bombay (RJ) 


Royal Jordanian (RJ) Flights 

0&20_.. Beirut (RJ) 

07:15 Moscow (RJ) 


Telephone Information (direc- 
tory assistance) 121 


Overseas Calls 01 0230 

Central Amman Telephone 

Reparis 623101 

Abdaii Telephone Repairs 
661101 

Jordan Television 773! II 

Radio Jordan 7741 1 1 

Wats: Authority ,,680100 

Jordan Electricity Authority 
: -.815615 


Electric Power 


Company 

— —636381 

Information 08- 


RJ Plight 
53200 

Queen Afia IntL Airport 08- 
53200 


AmaJ Hospital 674155 

The Arab Centre for Heart 
and Special Surgery ,.865 1 99 
ZARQA: 

Zarqa Govt Hospital 

409)983323 

Zarqa National Hospital 

(09)900560 

DraSina Hospital (09)986732 
Al Hfcma Modern Hospital 

(09)990990 

IRBID: 

Princess Basina Hospital 

— (02)275555 

Greek Cathode Hospital 


■ — - — ■■ i.iXJ l 

09:15 — Dhahran, Riyadh (RJ) 
09>15 -New Delhi (RJ) 


10:05. Muscat Dubai (RJ) 

10:05 — „ -Berirut (RJ) 

10:30 Colombo iRA 

14:45 New York. Amsterdam 
(RJ) 

16:25 — — ... London (RJ) 

16:40 -..Casablanca (RJ) 


IHJ 

10-30 Abu Dhabi, Al ’Ain (RJ) 
1L00 Amsterdam, Chicago (RJ) 
11:05 Amsndam, MajntalTanft) (RJi 

Rome, Paris (RJ) 

— -Rcme(RJ) 

it™ -l*ndon(RJ) 

12-20 Athens (RJ) 


Dep. A mm a n 8:00 a m. every 
Monday 

Arr. Damascus 5:00 pan. every 
Monday 

Dep. Damascus 7:30 am. 
every Sunday 

Arc A mm an 5:00 pan. even 
Sunday 


M ARKET PRICES 


Upper/lower price in JUs per kg. 


17-35. 


18:10. 


-Moscow (RJ) 
-Athens (RJ) 


WTO Jeddah (add) (RJ) 

f™ Bahrain. Doha (RJ) 

MJn ■ L ™ ra «J) 

~T •— Jeddah (RJj 

22:00 -Abu Dhabi. Jakarta (RJ) 

- 1:ls Cairo (RJ) 


Apple-..- 700/500 

Banana. S5WS50 


Banana (imponed)._..„900/700 
Cabbage .70/40 


-Abu Dhabi. AI 'Ain (Rj; 
19*^5 — .Bangkok. Calcutta (RJ) 
I9«5 ° — — 


Rome (RJ) 

22:15 -Jakarta. Abu Dhabi (RJ) 

23:59 — Jeddah (add) (RJ) 

05:30 — ——Jeddah (add) (Rj) 


(02)272275 

Nafees Hospital 


'EMERGENCIES 
Food Corarol CaHre 637111 
Cfrfl Defence Department 
661111 

GvQ Defence Immediate Res- 
cue 630341 


HOSPITALS 

AMMAN: 

Hussein Medical Centre 

813813/32 

EbaUda Maternity. -644281ft 
Akfleh Maternity, _. 64244 1/2 
Jabai Amman Maternity 


flra Al 

(02)247100 

AQABA: 

Princess Hava Hospital 

— 003)3141 11 


Lum P Uf ’ Jakarta 

faddj(RJ) 

ro?, ^ akarta (add ” wo 

flights) (RJ) 

07:00 Jeddah (add) (RJ) 


Other Ffights 

06:00. 


- 280/180 

Cauliflower. 170/100 

Cucumber (large) 220/150 

Cucumber (small) 320/250 

Eggplant, 130/80 

Fava beans... „....10QO/70Q 

Cariic — 1100/900 

Grape fruir 160/80 

karon _ ...380/250 


Other Flights 

11:00 

12*10 


-Doha(Q7) 


-DohafGF) 


07:35.. 
07:45 „ 
11:45 


...Istanbul (TK) 


.. nM0UUIUUJ 

-Beirut, London (BA) 
■Beirut (ME) 


FOR THE TRAVELLER 
QUEEN ALIA 
INTERNATIONAL 
AIRPORT 

This information is supplied by 


13:30 — Riyadh (SV) 

ShariqahCAH) 

ia.15 — Damascus (Q7) 

W.15 Dubai (EK> 

20 j0 Beirut (ME) 

20:35 -Cairo (MS) 


jSjsssXSig 

15:00 -Algiers (AH) 


Marrow (large) 120/100 

Marrow (small) _-....._20(M50 

Onion (green) 170/80 

Onion (dry) 200/100 


15:00 

16:00. 


Orange 580400 

Peas .... 1100/750 


$ 


21:40 


■Tel Aviv (LY) 


— -Riyadh (SV) 

— T -Doha (Q7) 

71 os — ^bai, Damascus (EK) 

.Cairo (MS) 

■Tel Aviv (LY) 


21*25 

22£0 

02-J0 


-■Amsterdam (KL) 


Pepper (hot) 260/150 

Pepper (sweet) 280/150 

5«W 270/160 

Spinach — 150/100 

Suing beans 600*400 

String beans .600/400 

Tomato 170/100 
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Crown Prince inaugurates 
Hofa Wind Power Station 


V 11 *, 
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IRBID (J.T.) — HRH 
Crown Prince Hassan 
Wednesday inaugurated the 
Hofa Wind Power Station 
in the Irbid Govemorate, 
built by the Ministry of 
Energy and Mineral 
Resources’ National Power 
Company (NEPCO) and 
the Royal Scientific Society 
(RSS) in conjunction with 
the German Federal Min- 
istry for Science and Tech- 
nology, at a cost of JD 1.2 
million. 

The station became fully 
operational when Prince 
Hassan switched on one of 
a series of five wind turbine 
units which have a com- 
bined capacity to generate 
1,125 kilowatts. 

Head of the RSS Energy 
Research Centre Malek 
Kabariti stated in a brief 


address that the station’s 
construction followed 
Prince Hassan’s visit to 
Germany in 1993 when he 
secured assistance for the 
project from the German 
government. 

According to NEPCO 
Director General Said 
Arafeh NEPCO paid 30 per 
cent of the total costs of the 
building, while the rest was 
paid by the German gov- 
ernment as a grant 

He maintained that the 
power station was connect- 
ed to the national grid last 
October and during a trial 
period lasting three months 
had produced a total of 
500,000 kilowatts, thereby 
saving Jordan approxi- 
mately JD 21,000 worth of 
imported fuel. j 

The five wind turbine sta- 


tion was implemented with- 
in the course of the so- 
called El Dorado pro- 
gramme sponsored and 
funded by Germany in six 
countries, Mr. Arafeh 
noted. 

RSS President Hani 
Mulki described parties 
participating in the project 
as studying prospects for 
carrying out similar pro- 
jects to produce electric 
power in other parts of the 
country. 

The wind energy project 
is the second to be executed 
by NEPCO in coordination 
with the Ministry of Energy 
and Mineral Resources and 
the RSS. The fust project 
was installed in the village 
of A1 Ibrahimiah in I9S7 
and boasts a total capacity 
of 320 kilowatts. 


After the inauguration 
ceremony, Prince Hassan 
along with other guests 
marked Arbor Day by 
planting olive trees at the 
site. 

Dr. Mulki, Mr. Arafeh. 
German Ambassador to 
Jordan Peter Mende and 
other officials attended the 
ceremony. 

Prince Hassan is slated to 
attend another Arbor Day 
celebration today, organ- 
ised by the Amman Munic- 
ipality, by inaugurating the 
A1 Hassan Forest in the 
B as man district of the city 
of Amman. 

Prince Hassan and guests 
will plant fruit trees aqti 
evergreens at the site esti- 
mated to comprise 3^0 
dunums. 
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Princess reviews results of 
architectural programme 
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KARAK (J.T.) — HRH 
Princess Basra a Wednesday 
chaired a meeting at Muta 
University to review and 
assess the outcome of a 12- 
day workshop on the 
“Development of Tourism 
of Vernacular Architecture 
of South Jordan” conducted 
by 65 British and American 
postgraduate students and 
teachers in addition to stu- 
dents from the University 
of Jordan and Muta Univer- 
sity. 

The meeting was also 
attended by Karak Gover- 
nor Badreddin Wedian and 
was conducted in Karak as 
well as a number of villages 
and other nearby sites 
where ' participants dis- 1 
cussed reports and propos- 
1 afefb^'fut^ ’projects. 

Muta University Presi- 
dent Abdul Rahman Attiyat 
told the meeting that the 
workshop, convened by the 
University of Jordan and 
Muta University in cooper- 
ation with the University of 
Oxford Brookes of Britain 
and the Massachusetts 
Institute of Technology in 
the United States, yielded 


encouraging results and 
proposals for site develop- 
ment. 

Workshop coordinator 
Kamel Mahadeen con- 
firmed that the students 
conducted analyses prior to 
initiating development pro- 
posals. 

Professor Nabil Hamdi 
from Oxford University 
maintained that the students 
implemented projects bas- 
ing their ideas on ground 
work, taking into account 
various elements of the 
general environment. 

Princess Basma inspected 
the illustrated maps and 
blueprints and reviewed a 
summary of the study’s 
results' as welF as partici- 
pant recommendations and 
listened to ideas and pro- 
posals abour ways to devel- 
op villages while protecting 
traditional architecture. 

According to Dr. 
Mahadin, participants in the 
workshop shared over- 
whelming agreement on the 
need to develop traditional 
villages, stimulate agricul- 
tural activities and handi- 
crafts, execute income-gen- 


erating projects, set up cul- 
tural centres and employ 
vernacular architecture as a 
basis for development 

The workshop, he stated, 
emphasised the need to 
draw up cultural, educa- 
tional and public awareness 
programmes in order to 
educate local residents 
regarding vernacular archi- 
tecture and its technical 
value. 

It also called for coopera- 
tion between the public and 
private sectors, and non- 
governmental organisations 
to meet the needs of the 
local population in terms of 
services and other basic 
requirements. 

-'The -participants studied 
various topics such as vil- 
lage linkage to the sur- 
rounding towns, architec- 
tural vocabulary and typol- 
ogy. rural pathways sys- 
tems, land zoning and vil- 
lage settiilgs. 

The objective of the 
workshop was to investi- 
gate the possibility of trans- 
forming the villages into 
tourist sites. 

The following is a num- 


ber of ideas proposed for 
the development of Karak 
and its villages: 

— the development of a 
plan for managing and 
monitoring the growth and 
development of Karak 
through interactive case 
study workshops. 

— the development of a 
new gate to the city in order 
to increase tourism to 
Karak, 

— to elevate the status of 
Karak as a focal point of 
culture, 

— to search for efficient 
ways to harvest water for 
the city, 

— to create a centre to 
attract students and profes- 
sionals to implement pro- 
grammes in traditional 
building, 

— to promote the use of 
appropriate and resource- 
efficient technology for 
social and economic devel- 
opment, 

— to empower residents 

through access to improved 
information and skills 

through courses, work- 

shops and awareness pro- 
grammes. 
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Munir Bashir performs at RCC 


AMMAN (J.T.) — The National Music Conservatory 
(NMC). under the patronage of Queen Noor, launched its 
programme for the holy month of Ramadan with an 
“Evening of Meditation on theOud” Wednesday by Munir 
Bashir at the Royal Cultural Center (RCC). according to a 
Royal Court statement. 

Dr. Bashir, hailing from a renowned Iraqi family of musi- 
cians, pursued his higher education in music at the Franz 
Liszt Academy in Budapest, Hungary and studied for his 
Ph.D. under the supervision of Hungarian composer Zoltan 
Kodaly. 

Dr. Bashir, who is the Arab World's leading representa- 


tive of the art of maqam, has performed throughout the 
world and received numerous prizes and awards including 
the Medal of Independence from His Majesty King Hus- 
sein, the statement said. 

The NMC's activities for Ramadan include a violin and 
piano recital by the Russian Federation Duo Maria Safari- 
ants and Constantine Or be li an on the 19th and 22nd of Jan- 
uary at the RCC, a Chopin piano recital by the renowned 
French pianist Philippe Giusiano on Jan. 25th at the RCC 
and a suhur concert by the famous Tunisian singer Lufti 
Boushnaq on Feb. 4th at the InterContinental Hotel. 


Court accepts request for witness subpoenas ^j^hat 
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By Rana Husselni 

Special to the Jordan Times 

AMMAN — The Crimi- 
nal Court Wednesday 
accepted a request filed 
by the attorney defending 
Mazen Masri, a 34-year- 
old man accused of 
killing his two children in 
Shmelsani last year, to 
subpoena 23 witnesses 
and set Jan. 26 to hear die 
first two witnesses in the 
case. 

Defence Attorney 
Ahmad Najdawi had orig- 
inally asked the court to 
subpoena 24 people to 
testify in the case. 

Mr. Masri is standing 
trial on charges of poison- 
ing his children, Hanin. 
nine, and Hani six, in 
their Abu Oneizah Hous- 
ing Complex apartment in 
Snmeisani in the morning 
of Sept. 11, 1996. 

The Court Wednesday 
decided to call Attorney 
General Fathi Rifai and 
Criminal Prosecutor 
Abdul Aziz Rawashdeh to 
take the witness stand on 
Jan. 26. 

However, Criminal 
Prosecutor Ali Abu 
Hjeleh contested the 
defence’s request to sum- 
mon Messrs. Rifai and 
Rawashdeh and Prosecu- 


tors Fouad Daradkeh and 
Mohammad Najdawi. 

Attorney Najdawi 
Wednesday stated that the 
testimony of the four wit- 
nesses will help clarify 
certain events which 
occurred during the inter- 
rogation of his client 
My client endured dif- 
ficult circumstances, his 
confessions were extract- 
ed under duress and. these 
four men must testify to 
clarify certain issues,” 
Mr. Najdawi told the 
court 

According to Mr. Naj- 
dawi, the four had attend- 
ed the questioning and 
subsequent confession of 
Mr. Masri. 

“Since Mr. Najdawi 
explained his request, to 
ensure justice the Court 
accepts the attorney’s 
petition,” the tribunal 
comprised of Judges 
Abdul Ruhman Tawfiq. 
Ismael Hmouz and 
Mifleh Mubeidin con- 
firmed. 

The court also ruled to 
dismiss one of the 24 wit- 
nesses whom the defence 
had requested be sum- 
moned. Information 
Director at the National 
Information Centre aL the 
Higher Council of Sci- 
ence and Technology 


Ghazwa Malhas as she 
already testified in court. 

Mr. Masri was previ- 
ously employed by the 
centre. 

“As Ms. Malhas testi- 
fied for the prosecution 
and the defence had the 
opportunity to cross- 
examine her before, we 
decided against a second 
summons.” Judge Tawfiq 
said. 

Mr. Masri allegedly 
confessed to authorities 
on SepL 25 to poisoning 
his two children by giving 
them two cyanide pills 
citing “family problems 
and jealousy” as the 
motive behind the crime. 

The prosecution charge 
sheet quoted Mr. Masri as 
lamenting that his chil- 
dren were more attached 
to his wife and that his 
wife paid more attention 
to the children than to 
him. 

Mr. Masri, who also 
confessed to a previous 
attempt to kill his wife 
and children, retracted his 
confessions last month 
claiming that he was sub- 
jected to psychological 
pressure, effectively forc- 
ing him to fabricate his 
confession. 
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CONCERT 

* Concert try bands from 
Karak govemorate the 
Royal Cultural Centre on 
Thursday az 8.-00 p.ni ■ 

E XHIB ITIONS 

* Paintings bv Muhammad 
Ali Shaker ai the Orient 
Gallery, Issam Ajkxmi-Strect, 
Shmeisani, until Jan. 30. 

* Photographic exhibition on 

the life of the Founder of Pak- 
istan at Quaid-e-Azam Hall, 
Embassy of Pakistan, Jabal 
Weibdeh (Tel. 622787, 

624680). until January 31. . 

* Works by contemporary 

Arab artists entitled “The. New 
Collection” ai Darat AJ Funsm. 
Jabal Weibdeh, OeL 
643251/2). until Feb. 27. - - 

■ * Works by Jordanian artists 
at the Royal Cultural Centre, 
until Jan. 30. - 

* Bazaar ■and open bouse at 
I i mm AI Qundwn on Airport 

Rd. Friday from 11 ajn- — * 5 
pan. 


Carotid stent assisted angioplasty 
performed for the first time in 
Jordan and Arab World 


By Nadia Mukhlis 

Special to the Jordan Times 

AMMAN — For the first 
time in Jordan and the Arab 
World, the Queen Alia 
Heart Institute at the King 
Hussein Medical Centre 
Tuesday witnessed a 
carotid stent assisted angio- 
plasty. 

Angioplasty is a non-sur- 
gical technique used to 
restore normal blood flow 
through an artery narrowed 
or blocked by arteriosclero- 
sis, either by inserting a 
balloon or by using a laser. 

The operation was per- 
formed by a Jordanian 
team headed by Director of 
the Royal Medical Services 
Maj. Gen. Dr. Yousef 
Goussous and assisted by 
Brig. Gen. Dr. Akthara 
Hiyari. 

The patient is a 6S-year 
old male who suffered 
hemiplegia, a paralysis of 
one side of the body, on his 
right side. 

According to a 
spokesman for the Royal 
Medical Services. Col. 
Walid Abu Taleb, the 
patient, Fawaz Sawaqed, 
bad almost 95 per cent of 
abnormal narrowing of 
bodily canals (stenosis) at 
the origin of the left inter- 
nal carotid artery, which 
supplies the brain with the 
blood. 

Tuesday’s operation was 
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Maj. Gen. Dr. Yousef Goussous 


performed by introducing a 
balloon in the artery across 
the narrowed segment, then 
inflating it until the stent 
expanded and stuck to the 
will of the vessels to pre- 
vent any recoil. 

The operation achieved 
excellent results and the 
patient is in very good con- 
dition and will be dis- 
charged today. Col. Abu 
Taleb said. 

Doctors advise patients 
with symptoms such as 
weakness on one side of the 


body to seek immediate 
medical succour. 

Diagnoses can take one 
of four forms: a physical 
examination, an ultra- 
sound neck examination, a 
murmur with a stethoscope 
(bruit) or an angiography in 
which a doctor injects dye 
inside the vein to ascertain 
where any narrowing has 
occurred. 

“In the old days, if a diag- 
nosis demonstrated nar- 
rowing or closure of blood 
vessels, doctors either med- 


icinally treated the clot in 
the early stages or surgical- 
ly removed the clot by per- 
forming an endarterectomy. 
Dh Goussous told the Jor- 
dan Times yesterday. 

“It now can be effected 
with less expense, less time 
wasted in the hospital and 
with no morbidity." he 
added. 'This new mode of 
treatment is still in its 
infancy worldwide but is 
highly likely to become the 
- established mode of treat- 
ment in the future." 


Fierce battle expected to ensue 
for JBA presidency 


By Lola Kdlani 

Special to the Jordan Times 

AMMAN — A fierce battle is expect- 
ed to ensue between Islamists and 
Arab nationalists over the Jordanian 
Bar Association (JBA) presidential 
elections, scheduled to take place in 
March. 

The elections, which will determine 
the president for the next two years as 
well as members of the JBA council, 
will be the first the Professional Asso- 
ciation runs for 1997-1999 elections. 

In the race for the JBA presidency 
are incumbent lawyers Hussein Mujli, 
Arab nationalist and Islamist Saleh 
Aimouti, the latter lost by a margin of 
22 votes in favor of Mujli in the by- 
elections carried out last April. 

This by-election was deemed neces- 
sary after Kama! Nasser resigned as 


JBA president '. subsequent^ to , his” 
appointment as minister of adminis- 
trative development, in the govern- 
ment of Prime Minister Abdul Karim 
Kabariti. 

During last April’s elections — 
some of the hottest and most political 
among Jordanian lawyers — to bead 
the 3,000 member organization, Mr. 
Armouti won the greatest number of 
votes in the first round, however, as he 
failed in securing the required 51 per 
cent of the vote cast, a second round 
was summoned. 

In the second round, two other pres- 
idential candidates, who came in third 
and fourth place respectively, Zaid 
Khasawneh and Jawad Younis, also 
Arab nationalists, withdrew their can- 
didacy in favor of Mr. Mujli. who 
became JBA’s president for one year. 

According to analysts, Arab nation- 


~ alisls ■wilf'havfe to weigh tire-pros and 
cons of running against each other in 
this year’s election — one lawyer who 
requested anonymity said that “ [Arab 
nationalists] should leant from last 
year’s experience as they were very 
close to losing," he added. 

As for the ten-seat council elections, 
twelve lawyers have already regis- 
tered their names, they are: Ziad 
Khalefeh, Amin Khawaldeh, Moham- 
mad Abu Jubbarah, As’ad Khalaf. 
Mohammad Najjeb Saludi, Ahmad 
Tubeishat, Hussein Masri, Khaled 
Afghani, Ali Dumour. Shaheen Jab- 
ber, Issam D abbas and Adnan Rash- 
dan. 

Nomination was formally opened on 
the first of January and will close on 
Feb. 20. 


Jordanian delegation leaves for Iraq 


AMMAN (J.T.)* — A Jordanian dele- 
gation Wednesday left for Baghdad to 
conclude agreements regarding Iraqi 
oil supplies to Jordan and Jordanian 
exports to Iraq. 

Minister of Industry and Trade Ali 
Abul Ragheb and Minister of Energy 
and Mineral Resources Hashem Dab- 
bas, accompanied by senior assistants, 
are expected to bold talks with Iraqi 
government officials during their brief 
visit to Iraq, according to a report by 
the Jordan News Agency, Petra. 

The news agency reported that the 
two ministers are accompanied by 
their respective secretary generals and 
a group of officials. 

Earlier this month. Dr. Dabbas 
accompanied by Minister of Finance 


Marwan Awad. visited Iraq and this 
week he stated that he and his Iraqi 
counterpart had agreed on a price of 
$15.5 per banel of crude oil to be sold 
to Jordan. 

Dr. Dabbas is expected to discuss 
the possibility of increasing the vol- 
ume of Jordan's oil imports from Iraq 
by seven per cent to a total of 4.5 mil- 
lion tonnes of oil products in 1997. 

Goods and services exported to Iraq 
were estimated at $220 million last 
year down from $400 million in previ- 
ous years due to accumulated debts to 
Jordan. 

Iraqi Deputy Prime Minister Tareq 
Aziz last Monday reaffirmed that his 
country would continue to partially 
supply oil to Jordan at discounted 


prices and he affirmed that Iraq is 
committed to settling its debts to Jor- 
dan. 

Subsequent to last week’s meeting 
in Amman with Prime Minister Abdul 
Karim Kabariti, Mr. Aziz stated that 
the Iraqi government is ready to 
increase the volume of oil supplied to 
Jordan and expressed his country’s 
interest to import more goods and ser- 
vices from the Kingdom. 

Jordan settles its oil bill in food and 
medicinal exports to Iraq. 

Under an agreement concluded with 
the LTnited Nations, Iraq has begun 
selling S2 billion worth of oil every 
180 days to buy food and medicine, 
pay war reparations and finance LLN. 
weapons inspections in Iraq. 


Tunnel to be completed in two weeks 


AMMAN (J.T.) — A 300-metre tunnel in construction 
under the Middle East cross-road in eastern Amman will be 
completed in the next two weeks, Amman Mayor Mam- 
douh Abbadi announced Wednesday. 

He maintained that, 30 days ago, when work began on the 
tunnel, estimated to cost JD 500, 000, a time-frame of 70 
days was considered necessary to Finish the job but it now 
appears that the tunnel will be completed sooner. 

The mayor described the tunnel in this area as badly 
needed to facilitate traffic congestion more apparent here 
than any other part of the capital. 

Meanwhile, Dr. Abbadi delineated work as continuing on 


another runnel to link rhe Wadi Haddadeh area with King 
Hussein Street, a project, he said, which is slated to cost JD 
4.4 million. 

In his statement, the mayor affirmed that the tunnel is 
designed to ease traffic downtown by allowing vehicles 
travelling to the AbdaJi district and western parts of 
Amman to pass through the tunnel thus preventing entry 
into the city centre. 

He said that the tunnel forms part of a master plan to con- 
struct ring roads in order to minimise traffic congestion in 
the downtown area of Amman. 


Weather to cool with possibility of snow 


AMMAN (J.T.) — The Department of Meteorology 
Wednesday forecast more rain for Thursday and Friday as 
a result of a low depression centred over Syria accompa- 
nied by a cold air mass from northern Europe. 

A department spokesman told the Jordan Times that rain 
and hail accompanied by thunder is expected on Thursday 
and Friday in most regions and that there is a probability 
of snowfall on regions rising 1.200 metres above sea level. 

The spokesman said that the depression, the coldest so 


far this winter, will cause a drop in temperatures which 
would not exceed eight degrees Celsius both days and drop 
to three degrees at night 

Weather will be coldest on Friday as the skies begin to 
clear to make way for a partly cloudy to clear skies on Sat- 
urday and Sunday, however, there will be strong cold 
winds, he affirmed. 

The spokesman warned that there might be floods in low- 
lying areas and wadis. 







4 World News 


Chechenya fighters back 


Basayev as key election looms 


GROZNY. Russia (AFP) — 
Uniformed guerrillas 
equipped with Kalashni- 
kovs and walkie-talkies 
have transformed a caver- 
nous brick house south of 
the Chechen capital Grozny 
into a new campaign head- 
quarters ahead of elections 
on Jan. 27. 

The guerrillas, veterans of 
the 21 -month war against 
Russian troops, see the Che- 
chen presidential and parlia- 
mentary elections as a 
chance to consolidate their 
military victory, and have 
opted to back Shamyl Basa- 
yev, the most famous guer- 
rilla leader. 

Their battle plan is to 
establish independence in 
Chechenya now. instead of 
waiting until 2001, in defi- 
ance of the peace accord 
signed by Russian and Che- 
chen separatist leaders on 
Aug. 31. which sdpulated 
thuf the republic's political 
status would not be fina- 
lised for five years. 

"Postponing the status 
issue means postponing the 
war.” said Khunkar-Pasha 
Israpilov. former field com- 
mander for the southeastern 
front, “five years is too 
long. But if Basayev is elec- 
ted the issue will be settled 
immediately." 

Commander Basayev, a 
former computer salesman, 
became Moscow's public 
enemy number one when he 
spearheaded a mass 
hostage- taking raid in the 
southern Russian town of 
Budennovsk in June 1995. 

After a bloody shoot-our 


with besieging Russian 
forces, the separatists forced 
Moscow to accept a tempo- 
rary' ceasefire and the open- 
ing of peace negotiations. 

Commander Basayev’s 
followers recall that the raid 
enabled the “resistance for- 
ces” to recover their 
strength after Russia's all- 
out offensive, and they ex- 
pect that a Basayev victory 
will force Moscow to 
choose between a resump- 
tion of fighting or accepting 
Chechen independence. 

Estimates vary, but it is 
widely believed that most of 
the 7.000 or so armed sepa- 
ratist fighters share that 
view, and many military 
leaders have opted to back 
Commander Basayev rather 
than Aslan Maskhadov. the 
former military chief of 
staff. 

Mr. Maskhadov, who 
signed the Khasavyurt 
Peace Accord with Russian 
retired General Alexander 
Lebed, is tipped to win the 
presidential vote. 

"Maskhadov is an upright 
man, but he will be weaker 
and his team is bad,” 
Commander Israpilov said. 

Commander Basayev’s 
supporrers charge that Mr. 
Maskhadov has allowed 
former “collaborators” with 
the Moscow-backed Che- 
chen regime into his team. 

They also hope to woo 
voters with historical sym- 
bolism. and have broadcast 
election advertisements 
comparing Commander Ba- 
sayev, 32, a hero of the mo- 
dem Chechen resistance, to 


the legendary Imam Shamyl 
of the 19th century, who led 
his followers into battle 
against Russian imperial 
forces for 25 years. 

Dressed in his customary 
camouflage fatigues and 
ensconced in an armchair at 
his headquarters, the mod- 
ern Shamyl mixed carrot 
and stick when commenting 
on relations with Russia. 

“We won this war and we 
have the right to indepen- 
dence. Well* if we have io 
fight again it’s better to do 
so now. rather than wait for 
five years, when we will 
already have started rebuil- 
ding,” he said in a decep- 
tively soft voice. 

“We have to show Russia 
where it belongs. We can 
cooperate, but that’s aJL” 
Commander Basayev said. 

But in answer to those 
who accuse Mm of extrem- 
ism. Commander Basayev 
insisted that he was aware 
of realities, and favoured 
the slogan "not in Russia, 
but with Russia.” 

He said he was “sure of 
winning, Inshallah (God 
willing),” and like many 
other Chechen guerrillas 
vowed that he was “tired of 
war," but was still ready to 
fight on to the bitter end. 

Speaking at a market in 
southern Grozny. Shakhid 
Shadayev, a field comman- 
der, described Commander 
Basayev as “a true patriot.” 

“I don’t have anything 
against Maskhadov, but I 
know that where indepen- 
dence is concerned, we can- 
not wait. But don’t worry. 
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Sri Lankan journalists, masked to symbolise the gagging of media by authorities, 
demonstrate in Colombo Wednesday protesting government cracking down on media 
freedom. Hundreds journalists staged a peacful demonstration to demand the gover- 
nment remove its Prevention of Terrorism Act (PTA), which they said was being used 
by the state to hunt down media personnel who carry news deemed politically detri- 
mental for the government (Reuter photo) 


Sri Lanka journalists stage protest 


COLOMBO (AFP) — 
Hundreds of Sri Lankan 
journalists staged a peaceful 
demonstration here Wed- 
nesday protesting the gov- 
ernment's use of tough anti- 
terrorism laws to deal with 
the local media. 

Reporters and photogra- 
phers sal on the sidewalk 
opposite the main railway 
station to press the authori- 
ties to reconsider using rhe 
Prevention of Terrorism Act 
iPTAl to crack down 
against prim and electronic 
media, 

“Withdraw the PTA." said 
one placard while another 
asked "where is rhe pro- 
mised media freedom.” 

The proiest was prompted 
bv the arrest of a news 


director at a private televi- 
sion station, the TNL, over 
a report that a police station 
was attacked by Tamil Tiger 
guerrillas just over two 
weeks ago. 

Sri Lanka’s editors guild 
ha s condemned the use of 
the PTA against TNL whose 
news director Ishini Wick- 
remesinghe was arrested 
and larer bailed by a magis- 
trate earlier in the month. 

“Central to the issue is the 
use of the PTA in this case.” 
the editors guild said. “It is 
a special law intended to 
deal with terrorism and by 
no flight of fancy would 
anybody be convinced that 
any kind of terror was in- 
volved in this matter.” 

“The government is 


pledged to provide the nec- 
essary climate in which the 
media can function effec- 
tively. Using sledgeham- 
mers to kill a Gnat is hardly 
the way of doing this,” the 
guild said 

The Paris-based journal- 
ists’ rights organisation, re- 
porters without borders, has 
also accused Sri Lankan po- 
lice of an “unwarranted dis- 
play of force with intent to 
intimidate the media” in 
dealing with the TNL case. 

TNL has maintained that 
its report that irritated the 
authorities was in fact cor- 
rect and that it was also car- 
ried in other media but only 
they were singled out for 
harassment. 


Human rights groups condemn 


army role in Pakistan politics 


KARACHI (AFP) — Pakis- 
tani human rights groups 
have condemned the forma- 
tion of a national security 
council to give the army a 
formal role in in politics, 
labelling it a blow to demo- 
cratic rule in the country. 

The Council for Defence 
and National Security 
(CDNS) brings the armed 
forces into the decision- 
making process and “makes 
them arbiters of the fate of 
this country," said Asma Je- 
hangir. chairman of the pri- 
vate Human Rights Com- 
mission of Pakistan 
(HRCPl. 

The HRCP and 12 other 
human rights groups have 
said thev would mobilise 


public opinion against what 
they called a “threat” to de- 
mocracy. 

Mr. Jehaogir said the 
groups would organise pub- 
lic discussions, distribute 
pamphlets and stage pro- 
tests against the move. 

Only three weeks before 
Feb. 3 polls, President fa- 
rooq Ahmad Leghari last 
week set up the edns on the 
caretaker cabinet's advice 
to give the army a formal 
role in government. 

He reiterated Tuesday that 
the CDNS would in no way 
dilute the role and powers 
of the future elected govern- 
ment. 

“1 cannot comprehend the 
logic behind criticism of the 


army’s role,” be told repor- 
ters in northwestern Pesha- 
war city, adding the aimed 
forces were patriotic and 
had no intention of getting a 
superior role in government 
decision-making, 

“All we have done is to for- 
malise an informal arrange- 
ment,'’ Mr. Leghari said, 
adding that in the past the 
"troika” — comprising the 
president, prime minister and 
army chief — had met and 
discussed important issues. 

The new system will be “a 
more durable arrangement" 
and the process of consulta- 
tion would involve more 
people and improve politi- 
cal stability in the country, 
he added. 


we fighters will wait to 
know what the people want. 
And we won’t allow splits, 
otherwise we will cany the 
burden” 

More than 40,000 people, 
mostly civilians, died in the 
21 -month conflict in the 
breakaway north Caucasus 
republic, triggered by a 
massive Russian military 
intervention in December 
1994 aimed at crushing the 
independence movement 

Meanwhile, one person 
was killed and three others 
were injured in two separate 
attacks Wednesday on a 
passenger train in northern 
Chechenya, the Interfax 
News Agency reported. 

The agency, quoting Vik- 
tor Medvetitskov, the depu- 
ty of Moscow's representa- 
tive in the republic, said that 
in the first attack six armed 
men boarded the train when 
it stopped at Terek Train 
Station and clashed with 
police officers on board. 

The train was on its way 
from the Daghestan capital 
Makhachkala to Moscow. 

The agency said one of the 
assailants was injured in the 
first attack and two were 
captured. A Daghestan i po- 
lice officer was also injured. 

The train was attacked a 
second time by about 20 
men as it drew into Naur- 
skaya, further north. One 
police officer was killed and 
another injured in that inci- 
dent. The agency did not 
say whether the attacks 
were linked. 


Bulgarian 

Socialists 


offer poll a 
year early 


SOFIA (R) — Bulgaria’s 
ruling Socialists, buffeted 
by nine days of street pro- 
tests, appeared Wednesday 
to soften their stand on op- 
position calls for a general 
election and suggested an 
early poll before the end of 
this year. 

The party's opponents 
have organised the protests 
on the back of public anger 
over deepening economic 
hardship and workers held 
a series of one-hour warn- 
ing strikes around the 
country Wednesday. 

A poll before end- 1997 
would be a year ahead of 
schedule. 

“We are prepared to hold 
negotiations by the end of 
the year and negotiations 
should start here and now,” 
Krassimir Premyanov, 
head of the Socialist's par- 
liamentary group, told the 
legislature, which reopened 
after coming under siege 
and being ransacked by 
opposition protesters last 
Friday. 

A spokesman for the 
main opposition trade un- 
ion PocQoepa said coal mi- 
ners. steel workers and 
staff at weapons plants in 
the town of Sopot took 
strike action early Wednes- 
day and he expected more 
protests during the day. 

Port workers in Varna 
stopped work for an hour, 
and taxis planned to block 
roads in several cities. 

By law, full-blown 
strikes require a week's no- 
tice. 

The opposition is boy- 
cotting parliament until its 
demands for an election are 
met, but 123 deputies from 
the Socialist Party, the 
Bulgarian Business Bloc 
and smaller parties attend- 
ed the session, which had 
an agenda of routine busi- 
ness. 

The building, repaired 
and cleared of debris, was 
surrounded by riot police 
who have cordoned it off 
since protesters attacked 
Friday after the Socialists 
refused to vote on an oppo- 
sition motion calling for 
early elections. 

On Tuesday, the Socia- 
lists’ parliamentary group 
said ir wanted to form a 
new government to imple- 
ment a 500-day pro- 
gramme. which would take 
it close to the end of its 
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US. astronaut John Blaha (left) motions for the crew of the space shuttle Atlantis to 
hurry up as he and a Russian space station Mir cosmonaut wait for the hatch between 
the shuttle and the Mir to be opened late Tuesday. The two craft linked up some 250 
miles above Russia, southeast of Moscow. After a 128 day stay in space, Blaha will be 
replaced by UA astronant Jerry Unenger (Renter photo) 


U.S. shuttle docks with Russia’s Mir 


JOHNSON SPACE CEN- 
TRE, Texas (R) — The 
crew of Russia’s Mir space 
station welcomed a U.S. 
shut-tie crew to their orbit- 
ing home Wednesday with 
handshakes, hugs and 
cheers. 

The space shuttle Atlantis 
docked with the station late 
Tuesday to bring home cur- 
rent Mir resident John Bla- 
ha and drop off his replace- 
ment, Jeny Linenger. The 
hatches between Atlantis 
and Mir swung open at 
12:57 a.m. est (0557 GMT) 
to ecstatic cheers from both 


crews. 

Communications difficul- 
ties had delayed the hatch 
opening, much to the frus- 
tration of the Mir crew, who 
eagerly beckoned for the 
shuttle crew to enter. 

“Welcome welcome wel- 
come” an oveijoyed Blaha 
shouted when the door 
finally opened. “Welcome 
to space station Mir.” 

“Home looks great,” Mr. 
Linenger said as he floated 


into the station, where he 
will live and work for the 
next four months. 

“This is kind of neat,” 
Blaha said. “Shuttle’s com- 
ing up here and docking and 
bringing stuff and people, 
and then shuttle's leaving 
and taking stuff back down. 
We are truly in the space 
station business.” 

The two craft linked up at 
10:54 p.m. est Tuesday 
(0354 GMT Wednesday) as 
they orbited about 250 
miles above Russia, south- 
east of Moscow. It was the 
fifth time Atlantis had visit- 
ed the station. 

“Contact and capture," 
radioed shuttle Commander 
Mike Baker as the space- 
ships’ petal-like docking 
rings came together. 

Electric motors then drew 
the craft together, complet- 
ing the docking process and 
making an air-tight seal. 
The shuttle and Mir had a 
combined mass of about 


the arrival of Atlantis, his 
face pressed against a win- 
dow. 

“We see someone in the 
window of Mir with their 
thumb out,” Commander 
Baker reported after suc- 
cessfully completing the 
docking. 

“It’s nice to see you 
guys,” Blaha radioed later. 
“I saw you coming as a 
shining star.” 

Linenger's tour of duty 
aboard Mir is due to end in 
May, a month before his se- 
cond child is due to be born. 
He will be the fourth U.S. 
astronaut to live aboard the 


station. 

The Shuttle is scheduled to 
remain docked with Mir for 
five days while the two crews 
move a total of 2.710 kilo- 
grammes of supplies and 
equipment between the craft. 

Russian space officials 
have admitted their cash- 
scrapped space programme 
now relies on the Shuttle to 


240,400 kilogrammes. 

Mr. Blaha had watched ‘ 


ment to the station. 
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Union of Arab Journalists 


condemns letter-bomb attacks 


CAIRO (AFP) — The 
Union of Arab Journalists 
Wednesday denounced a 
letter-bomb attack on the 
London-based Arab news- 
paper A1 Hayat in -which 
two people were wounded. 

“This criminal act is 
aimed at undermining 
press freedom and at 
breaking the pen of writ- 
ers” at Al Hayat, the union 
said in a statement re- 
ceived here. 

Two security agents 
were wounded Monday 
when a letter-bomb explo- 
ded at the Saudi-owned 
daily's London headquar- 
ters. 

Several hours later, 
police in New York dis- 
armed three letter bombs 
destined AJ Hayat’s office 
at U.N. headquarters there. 

The incidents were the 
latest in a rash of Egyp- 
tian-postmarked letter- 
bombs which targeted the 
newspaper since Jan. 2, 
when four addressed to A1 
Hayat offices in Washing- 
ton were intercepted out of 
a total of seven sent to 
U.S. addresses on the 
same day. 


SeveraJ of the U.S. let- 
ter-bombs were addressed 
to the high-security Lea- 
venworth Prison in the 
U.S. state of Kansas. 

Mohammad Salameh. a 
Palestinian with Jordanian 
citizenship, is serving a 
240-year term there for 
involvment in rhe attempt 
to blow up the New York 
World Trade Centre in 
February 1993. 

Ai Hayat’s Riyadh Bu- 
reau received a letter 
bomb on Jan. 4, which was 
defused. 

The union called for 
quick action to “unmask 
those who earned out this 
cowardly action” and 
urged Arab and Western 
press oiganisations to 
show support for AJ Ha- 
yat. 

Egyptian President Hos- 
ni Mubarak said Tuesday 
that the letter-bombs were 
not sent from his country. 

“I don’t think that these 
letters are being sent from 
Alex (Alexandria).” in 
northern Egypt, whose 
postmark most of the let- 
ters bore, he told repor- 
ters. 


“We have very strict 
inspections of letters being 
sent from Egypt,” he said. 

Printed simultaneously 
in several Arab capitals, Al 
Hayat belongs to Saudi 
Prince Khaled Ben Sultan, 
the now-retired general 
who led the Arab forces in 
the 1991 Gulf war to liber- 
ate Kuwait from Iraqi 
occupation. 

In an editorial published 
Tuesday Al Hayat pledged 
to maintain its editorial 
policies despite these 
attacks. 

“We have been criticis- 
ing extremism in the Arab 
World for the last eight 
years. I hope and pray 
there will be no more 
attacks,” Editor-In-Chief 
Jihad Khazen said. 

“We will not change. We 
will maintain our moder- 
ate position on Arab and 
international affairs,”: he 
added. <: * 

Al Hayat was founded in 
1946 in Beirut, where- its 
Lebanese founder was 
assassinated in 1966, 
reportedly because of the 
paper s pro-Saudi views. 


BEUING (AFP) — The 
death toll from violent 
snow storms in northwest 
China more than doubled 
Wednesday to at least 34 
with 30,000 people said to 
be facing starvation. 

The Ministry of Civil Af- 
fairs also said nearly 
100,000 livestock had al- 
ready perished. 

Since snow storms start- 
ed. battering the autono- 
mous region of Xinjiang in 
late December, 34 people 
have been confirmed dead, 
four are missing and 18 
severely injured, a ministry 
statement said. 

It warned that worse wea- 
ther was to come. “Meteo- 
rologists are forecasting 
more blizzards and the situ- 
ation could well worsen in 
the near future," the state- 
ment said. Among those 
killed, 30 died in five sepa- 
rate avalanches caused by 
the heavy snowfall in the 
prefectures of Altay. Yili 
and Bayingoleng. 

In mountainous Altay, an 
estimated 10,000 herdsmen 
have been cut off by heavy 
snowdrifts, together with 
980 mineral prospectors 
and a team of 25 geolo- 
gists. 

The official Xinhua 
News Agency described 
the situation in Xinjiang as 
“critical,” with 30,000 peo- 
ple “starving” in Altay pre- 
fecture. 

Xinhua quoted the min- 
istry as saying an early 
onset of winter, with snow- 
falls up to 10 times the ave- 
rage and temperatures as 
low as minus 36 degrees 
Celsius . had contributed to 
the “disastrous” conditions. 

The ministry said the sit- 
uation of those cut off was 
a cause for serious concern, 
with six-meter snow drifts 
precluding any immediate 

The previous official toll 
, had put .the number of 
“/deaths ■atTfc " 

.Altogether 320.000 peo- 
ple, many of them herds- 
men, have been affected by 
the snow storms, the min- 
istry said, putting the eco- 
nomic loss so far at 247 
million yuan ($30 million). 

A total of 98,700 head of 
livestock have so far per- 
ished in the blizzards. 

In Altay and Bayingo- 
leng, a further 1.4 million 
livestock are facing starva- 
tion unless fodder can be 
flown in within the next 
week. 

Transport, telecommuni- 
cations and electricty li nks 
with all three prefectures 
have been seriously dis- 
rupted, the ministry said, 
adding that military heli- 
copters were airlifting 
food, medicine and other 
materials to the worse-bit 
areas. 

The local authorities have 
already released three mil- 
lion yuan in emergency aid 
to support the relief efforts. 
According to Xinhua, the 
January wages and heating 
subsidies of local workers 
and officials had been 
diverted to fund the relief 
operation. 

Residents of the prefec- 
ttiral seat of Altay have 
made more than 100,000 
fodder bags and donated 
money and clothing to aid 
the relief effort 


; China returns remains of World War II U.S. airmen 


^ XING AN (R) — China 
Wednesday handed over to 
U.S. military officers the 
remains of U.S. airmen who 
died 52 years ago when 
their bomber crashed into a 
remote southwestern Chi- 
nese mountain during World 
Warn. 

“No matter where we 
must go or how much time 
it takes. America does not 
| forget its warriors and we 
will endeavour to bring 
each and every one home,” 

I stud Alan Liotta, deputy 
director of the Missing In 
Action/Prisoner of War 
(MIA/PoW ) office under 
the Department of Defence. 

A senior Chinese military 
officer handed over two 
wooden chests containing 
remains and a third filled 
with personal effects to uni- 
formed U.S. officers in a 
brief ceremony in the south- 
western Guangxi region. 

Four U.S. soldiers in full 


military uniform took the 
boxes, exchanged salutes 
with the Chinese officer and 
placed a folded U.S. flag on 
each of the three boxes. A 
formal ceremony is to be 
held in Beijing Friday. 

“Fifty years ago these 
brave young, men scattered 
their blood over this beauti- 
ful region,' said Liana Zi- 
wei, director of foreign af- 
faire in the town of Xingan. 

A six -man forensic team 
from the U.S, Department 
of Defence clawed its way 
up the steep, slippery face 
of Maoer Mountain Tues- 
day to inspect the crash site 
and found human remains 
and pans of an American 
bomber. 

Th? officials said findings 
confirmed information 
about the fatal crash that 
occurred on Aug. 31,1944. 
The human remains would 
i£ q ^ e f n to die United 
States for identification. 


Local residents searching 
for wild herbs discovered 
the crash site last October. 
Tne B-24 bomber with its 
10-man crew never returned 
from a raid on Japanese 
ships around Taiwan. 

" l Kite, the ideal that 

lf V s 52 years !ater 

that we discovered the re- 
roams that we make the ef- 
fort to bring them back and 
show the honour and res- 
pect they deserve,” US 
Lieutenant Colonel Paui 
Phillips said after the cere- 
mony. 

Peoples Liberation Army 
Co onel Fu Jianping voiced 
Chinas gratitude for US 
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sident Jiang Z emin handed 
over a video and photographs 
of the crash site to President 
Bill Clinton when the two 
met in Manila last November 
at the Asia-Pacific Economic 
Cooperation Forum. 

Mr. Jiang revealed the 
find at a time when Sino- 
U.S. ties, which plunged 
early last year, were recov- 
ering significantly. 

“This demonstrates a spir- 
it of cooperation and a long- 
for future peace and 
renewed relationships,” 
U.S. Major Mark Keene 
said after the ceremony. 

Chinese Defence Minister 
Chi Haotian gave U.S. Sec- 
retary of Defence Wiliam 
Perry two dogtags recovered C. 
from the site during a meet- 
mg in Washington last month: 
Journalists who made the 
trek to the site saw a pile of 
charred and twisted metal 
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South Korean striking workers and students stand their ground during barrage after barrage of tear gas after tak- 
ing over a major street in Seoul Wednesday. Tensions are rising as thousands of dissidents battled police as the 
country waits to see when the government will issue an all-out attack on Myongdong Cathedral where fugitive 
strike leaders are taking refuge (Reuter photo) 

Northern role evoked as S. Korea strikers battle police 


SEOUL (R) — Thousands of workers wielding iron bars 
and hurling rocks battled South Korean police on the sec- 
ond day of a planned general strike Wednesday, and author- 
ities warned that North Korea may be stoking the violence. 

In the southeast city of Ulsan, Hyundai workers buret 
through picket lines to keep South Korea's largest dockyard 
open in defiance of a strike call that has largely gone 
unheeded 

On day two of what was originally billed as the biggest 
strike in South Korea's history, prosecutors issued an ulti- 
matum to union leaders to abandon protests or face arrest 

As riot police sealed off Seoul’s Myongdong Roman 
Catholic Cathedral where union leaders are sheltering, cab- 
inet ministers added to a feeling that a crackdown was 
imminent by saying strikes could undermine the economy. 

Some 15.000 workers and students clashed with riot 
police as they tried to march on the cathedral. 

But in die most dramatic indication that the hearts of 
rank-and-file union members are not in the fight against a 
new labour law, shipyard workers at Hyundai burst through 
picket lines to keep the giant facility operating. 

They ran a gauntlet of unionists blocking the iron dock- 
yard gates who lashed out at the strike-breakers with fists 
and threw buckets of yellow paint over their blue overalls. 

Prosecutors added to a sense of crisis by invoking a North 
Korean threat. 

“North Korea is agitating workers to topple the govern- 
ment,” Prosecutor Choi Byung-Kook told a news confer- 
ence. 

‘If the unrest drags on it will give North Korea an oppor- 
tunity for revolutionary struggle." 

South Korean governments have often raised the spectre 
of North Korea to justify political crackdowns. The two 
Koreas have remained enemies since their 1950-53 war 
ended in a truce. 

The Federation of Korean Trade Unions claimed that 
400,000 of its 1.2 million members had walked out. The 
outlawed Korean Confederation of Trade Unions, whose 
leaders are holed up at Myongdong, said 350,000 members 
were striking. 

Labour Ministry figures showed only 111,000 workers 
had joined stoppages in protest at the new labour law that 
allows worker layoffs. 

A meeting of economic and security-related ministers 
presided over by Prime Minister Lee Soo-Sung determined 
that the arrest of unionists “cannot be delayed even with 


some negative effects and repercussions." a government 
statement said. 

Political analysts said they thought a violent ending to the 
strikes was inevitable since labour unrest had turned into an 
election-year political battle against President Kim Young- 
Sam. 

“With unions asking concessions that the government 
cannot meet it appears impossible for the government to 
end the strike through dialogue," said Kim Young-Jin, a 
labour expen at Korea University. 

More than 25,000 workers held a three-hour rally near the 
National Assembly budding in Seoul, beating drums and 
chantiog “down with Kim’s government.” 

“The government will have to give up power if it meets 
union demands.” said one Asian diplomat. 

Union leaders are calling for repeal of the labour law rail- 
roaded through parliament on Dec. 26 that breaks a tradi- 
tion of jobs for life. 

They have organised wildcat strikes for the past three 
weeks that have disrupted key exports industries. 

Seven confederation leaders were evading arrest by shel- 
tering in a tent on the ground’s of the cathedral. 

The South Korean currency, the won. was hammered by 
speculative selling, plunging to a six-year low over fears 
that prolonged unrest could threaten already slowing export 
growth. 

Trade Minister Ahn Kwang-Koo warned that stoppages 
could make it harder to control a snowballing trade deficit 
that bit $20 billion last year. Officials predicted economic 
growth would slow to six per cent this year from 6.9 per 
cent last year. 

And although the stock market rallied on relief that the 
latest round of strikes was fizzling, fund managers cau- 
tioned there was little to cheer about in the short term. 

Separately, international labour leaders accused the gov- 
ernment of harassment after they were visited by 
Immigration Police. They warned South Korea’s reputation 
would suffer if arrests were made. 

“If there is a crackdown it would be an embarrassment for 
the Korean government in the OECD which won’t go away 
for a long time,” said John Evans, head of a labour adviso- 
ry committee to the Organisation for Economic 
Cooperation and Development (OECD). 

Seoul formally joined the Paris-based group last month. 
The OECD will meet on Jan. 22 to review the new labour 
law. 


Opposition victory to be appealed — Serb hardliner 


BELGRADE (R) — A se- 
nior hardliner in the ruling 
Socialists said Wednesday 
the party would appeal 
against a ruling restoring an 
opposition election victory 
in Belgrade, signalling Ser- 
bia’s political crisis was far 
from over. 

The opposition coalition 
has been partly vindicated 
in its drive to redeem victo- 
ries in annulled local elec- 
tions but the breakthrough 
looked vulnerable Wednes- 
day to challenges or sabo- 
tage by diehard Socialists. 

Electoral officials in the 
capital, overruling a district 
court, voted 10-1 Tuesday 
to reinstate the opposition 
Zajedno (Together) Coali- 
tion’s victory in elections 
for the Belgrade Municipal 
Assembly. 

The Electoral Commis- 
sion in Nis, Serbia’s second 
. biggest city, made a similar 
ruling reinstating a Zajedno 
majority on its regional 
council achieved in the 
Nov. 17 municipal elections 
held across Serbia. 

Branislav lvkovic, chief 
of the Socialists’ Belgrade 
branch throughout the cri- 
sis. told the independent 
newspaper Blic that his 


party would challenge the 
commission ruling. 

“If it’s true, we will use all 
legal means (to overturn the 
decision),” Mr. lvkovic 
said. It remained unclear 
whether the rest of the party 
leadership were supporting 
Mr. lvkovic in a move 
bound to infuriate the oppo- 
sition and the West 

Zajedno remained suspi- 
cious of government inten- 
tions and vowed to continue 
protest rallies, whose goals 
have widened to include de- 
mocratic reforms beyond 
the imme diate election is- 
sue. 

The coalition planned its 
59th straight day of street 
protests in Belgrade and 
other Serbian cities on 
Wednesday. 

The commission decisions 
won cautious public support 
from leftists in the ruling 
coalition, suggesting that 
embattled strongman Presi- 
dent Slobodan Milosevic 
had given explicit approval 
behind the scenes for the 
new concessions. 

But Mr. Milosevic, whose 
word is decisive in a coun- 
try where legality has tradi- 
tionally bowed to or been 
mani pulated by authoritari- 


an Diktat, remained silent 
on the affair. 

Commissioners said that 
the results they verified 
were only preliminary and 
the Socialist Party of Serbia 
(SPS) had until Thursday to 
challenge the rulings. 

The official news agency 
Tanjug quoted unidentified 
legal experts as saying the 
commission's move was 
“unusual” and that only the 
supreme court could nullify 
lower court rulings. 

Zajedno said it would not 
call off protests — the latest 
was half- a- million people in 
central Belgrade for Ortho- 
dox New Year — until its 
victories in all 14 cities 
were certified, as recom- 
mended by Organisation for 
Security and Coopera-tion 
in Europe (OSCE) investi- 
gators. 

Local a dmini strations are 
an important building block 
of power in Serbia because 
they wield influence over 
media outlets and courts — 
now SPS fiefs — and can 
probe corruption in Mr. Mi- 
losevic's long-entrenched 
party. 

Zoran Djindjic, co-leader 
of Zajedno, said SPS au- 
thorities publicly backed 


down Tuesday only because 
they feared a backlash from 
pending meetings of the 
OSCE and the European 
Union on the crisis. 

Western critics said Za- 
jedno could not be sure of 
victory until it physically 
took over municipal gov- 
ernments. 

“This appears to be a step 
in the right direction ” U.S. 
State Department spokes- 
man Nicholas Burns said. 
“However. the United 
States will withhold final 
judgement... until we can 
see that this result is actual- 
ly implemented.” 

Mr. Bums told a news 
briefing in Washington that 
over the past two months 
Mr. Milosevic had “periodi- 
cally offered 1 what seems 
to be an olive branch to... 
Zajedno..., only to with- 
draw it” 

The disastrous decision to 
void the elections kindled a 
power struggle between rul- 
ing party authoritarian hard- 
liners and democratically- 
inclined moderates and the 
first fallout appeared Tues- 
day. 


Armed Algerian group Mils 7 villagers, sows terror 






ALGIERS (AFP) — A fun- 
damentalist group has killed 
seven villagers so far this 
month in the northwest Al- 
gerian region of Saida and 
is waging a campaign of ter- 
ror in rural areas, the daily 
Al -Watan reported Wednes- 
day. 

The paper said that the 
victims were killed in sepa- 
rate incidents over several 


days- Two victims were 
killed Jan. 3 in the village 
of Hassi A1 Abd after at- 
tackers burned down the lo- 
cal college and delivered a 
sermon to villagers, whose 
television sets were also 
destroyed. 

A1 Watan said the security 
situation was deteriorating 
in the countryside, where 
extremists were sowing Ter- 


ror among local people. 

Several killings were re- 
ported earlier this week by 
security forces and the me- 
dia, with 14 people found 
early Monday with their 
throats slit near Blida, south 
of Algiers, and nine others 
decapitated near the capital. 

The fundamentalists ap- 
pear to have stepped up their 
campaign of violence with 


the onset of the Month of Ra- 
madan. which began Jan. 10. 

According to Western es- 
timates, at least 50,000 peo- 
ple have been killed in Al- 
geria since violence broke 
out in January 1992 after 
the cancellation of the sec- 
ond round of general elec- 
tions die now-outlawed Is- 
lamic Salvation Front was 
poised to win. 


Afghan groups agree truce 
is urgent, but war continues 


ISLAMABAD, Pakistan 
(API — After three days of 
U.N.-sponsored meetings 
Afghanistan’s warring fac- 
tions agreed Wednesday 
that a ceasefire was “ur- 
gent," but failed to come up 
with a formula to end the 
fighting, according to a 
United Nations statement. 
Talks are to resume- next 
month. 

Organised by U.N. peace 
envoy Norbert Holl, the 
meetings “were held in a 
constructive and brotherly 
atmosphere, characterised 
by a free and Crank ex- 
change of views,” the state- 
ment said. 

But as the two sides talked 
of peace in the Pakistan 
capital, they prepared for 
more fighting in Afgha- 
nistan. 

The Taleban religious ar- 
my that controls roughly 
two-thirds of the country. 

Rough sens 
slow Japan 
oil-spill 
clean up 

TOKYO (R) — Bad wea- 
ther Wednesday forced Ja- 
pan's Maritime Safety 
Agency to scale back ef- 
forts to limit further leak- 
age from a tanker that has 
already caused the coun- 
try’s worst-ever oil spill. 

High seas forced the 
agency to halt the pumping 
of oil from the bow of the 
tanker, which lies about 
100 metres from shore near 
the west-coast fishing town 
of Mikuni, about 320 kilo- 
metres west of Tokyo. 

“Because of heavy seas, 
only our larger boats can 
carry on with the clean up 
operation.” 

Authorities said an ins- : 
pection showed oil tanks in 
the bow of the tanker, 
which split in two in stor- 
my seas on Jan. 2, were 
intact. 

But the stem of the 26- 
year-old Nakhodka, which 
held most of the 19,000- 
tonne (133, 000-barrel) car- 
go of heavy oil, is believed 
to be leaking. It went down 
about 130 kilometres off- 
shore but authorities have 
yet to pinpoint its location 
in deep water. 

A steady up welling of oil 
continues to spread across 
the ocean surface near the 
site where officials believe 
the Stern sank, forming a 
slick seven kilometres by 
200 metres. 

“We have sent a survey 
boat out to try to locate the 
Stern of the tanker in the 
region where we think it 
sank,” the agency spokes- 
man said. 

“As it may be up to 1.8 
kilometres deep, there's 
nothing we can do,” the 
official said. 

The oil continues to 
spread along Japan's west 
coast polluting rich fishing 
grounds and tourist beach- 
es. It has also hit at least 
two bird sanctuaries. 

A spokesman for the 
agency said oil slicks have 
spread north past the tip of 
the Noto peninsula, which 
had previously marked the 
northern extent of the oil 
pollution, and were spread- 
ing gradually. 

Japanese environmental 
officials have appealed for 
volunteers to clean up bird 
sanctuaries smeared with 
oil. 

Oil-covered beaches on 
Kanmurijima Island, 10 ki- 
lometres off the Kyoto re- 
gion, threaten 600,000 
birds. The 23-hectare is- 
land is the summer nesting 
ground for white-faced 
shear waters, relatives of 
the seagull which migrate 
only to Japan in the north- 
ern hemisphere, arriving 
on the island in February 
after spending the winter at 
feeding grounds in Sou- 
thern Asia. 

Environment agency of- 
ficials also said oil damage 
was inevitable at nesting 
grounds for 6,000 birds on 
Nanatsujima Island Bird 
Sanctuary, off the Noto pe- 
ninsula. Up to 6,000 crest- 
ed murrelets nest on the 
island each year. 


including the war-shattered 
capital, reinforced its front- 
lines north of the city. 

In recent days fresh Tale- 
ban troops and equipment 
have been sent to the front- 
line, about 40 kilometres 
north of Kabul, where the 
Taleban face off against 
enemy soldiers, led bv nor- 
thern warlord Rashid Dos- 
tum and Kabul's former mi- 
litary chief, Ahmed Shah 
Massood. 

Meanwhile, Mr. Dostum's 
fighter jets have several 
times bombed the capital. 
Last week several bombs 
landed in residential areas 
killing four people and 
wounding scores more. 

Several other bombing 
sorties by Mr. Dostum's air- 
craft have slightly damaged 
the Kabul Airport, accord- 
ing to officials and eyewit- 
nesses in the capital. 

Meanwhile, at the negoti- 


Danes 

celebrate 

Queen’s 

25th 

anniversary 

COPENHAGEN (AFP) — 
The people of Copenhagen 
Wednesday celebrated with 
splendour and pomp the 
25th anniversary .pf the co- 
ronation of Denmark's pop- 
ular and much beloved 
Queen Margrethe II. 

The capital, basking in 
glorious sun and packed 
with festive crowds, was 
decorated for the occasion 
with red and white flags and 
portraits of the queen, who 
is more popular than any 
other regent in this more 
than 1. 000-year old monar- 
chy. 

Outside the Amalienborgr - 
Royal Palace, thousands of 
people, young and old, had 
gathered early in the morn- 
ing to salute their queen. 
Waving flags and cheering, 
the crowds shouted their 
traditional chant: “Queen, 
queen, come out to see us, 
or we will never leave." 

Many people had taken 
the day off work or school 
to attend the anniversary 
celebrated in great pomp, 
just like a Hans Christian 
Andersen fairytale with a 
horse-drawn carriage, the 
royal guard march, music 
and a joyous atmosphere. 

The queen appeared at the 
balcony accompanied by 
her husband, Prince Henrik, 
and her sons Frederik and 
Joachim, to the roars of a 
delighted crowd. 

On Tuesday evening, the 


ating table in Pakistan the 
warring sides discussed 
“the implementation of an 
immediate and nationwide 
cease fire.. .The establish- 
ment of a commission to su- 
pervise and monitor the 
cease fire.” the U.N. State- 
ment said. 

They also discussed the 
demilitarisation of Kabul, 
the exchange of prisoners 
and die eventual establish- 
ment of a broadbased and 
fully representative govern- 
ment. 

However, the two sides 
are far apart. 

Taleban officials in Kabul 
say any future government 
has to adhere to its version 
of Islamic rule, which is 
strict and uncompromising. 
It bans women from work 
and education. It forces men 
to pray at the mosque and 
grow beards, h bans music, 
photography and most 


games and imposes the 
death penalty and ampu- 
tates the limbs of thieves. 

The anti-Taleban alliance, 
by comparison, is led by 
Mr. Dostum, whose head- 
quarters in Mazar-e-Sharif 
is littered with giant posters 
of himself, something thar 
is forbidden by the Taleban. 

In northern Mazar-e-Sha- 
rif women attend school, 
although most of them wear 
the traditional burqa that 
covers them from head to 
toe. 

Mr. Dostum's spokesman, 
known only as Gen. Pian- 
dah said a future govern- 
ment has to be moderate, 
something the Taleban say 
is against Islam. 

The meetings in Pakistan 
were the first face-ro-face 
talks that involved all the 
warring groups, including 
ousted*"President Burhanud- 
din Rabbani's faction. 



Denmark’s Queen Margrethe II arrives at Copenhagen 
Central Railway Station Monday on her way to the cer- 
emonial service in Roskiide Cathedral. Queen 
Margrethe II is celebrating her silver anniversary of 
accession to the throne, Europe's oldest throne (Reuter 
photo) 


monarch and her family had 
gathered at the grave of her 
father, Frederik IX. who 
died 25 years ago and is 
buried in the King's Cathe- 
dral in Roskiide, west of 
Copenhagen. 

That ceremony had 
kicked off three days of cel- 
ebration marking the 25th 
anniversary of Queen Marg- 
rethe Alexandrine Thorhil- 
dur Ingrid’s coronation on 
Jan. 15, 1972, at the age of 
31. 


The regent, who plays an 
apolitical role, has over the 
course of her reign succeed- 
ed in breathing new life into 
the Danish monarchy by 
remaining above the politi- 
cal fray and devoid of scan- 
dal. 

Her intelligence and artis- 
tic talents — she is a pain- 
ter. scenographer. translator 
and costume designer — 
enhance her image as a 
modern monarch who 
enjoys unfailing popularity 
among her subjects. 


Duma steps up pressure on Yeltsin 


MOSCOW (R) — Rus- 
sia's Communist opposi- 
tion stepped np pressure 
on President Boris Yel- 
tsin over his health Wed- 
nesday, saying he was 
unable to exercise power 
and the country was in 
deep crisis. 

“We deputies cannot 
ignore the public’s wor- 
ry,” Gennady Seleznyov, 
the Communist chair- 
man of the opposition- 
dominated lower house 
of parliament, said in a 
rallying cry at the start 
of a new parliamentary 
session. 

Doctors said Tuesday 
that Mr. Yeltsin's condi- 
tion had improved con- 
siderably in the elite 
Moscow hospital where 
he is being treated for 
double pneumonia. 

The Kremlin said Mr. 
Yeltsin, who turns 66 on 
Feb. 1, was working on 
documents in hospital. 
Such reports often ap- 
pear intended to show 
the president is able to 
tackle affairs of state and 
ease any concern over his 
health problems. 

Mr. Seleznyov stepped 
up the opposition Com- 
munist Party's attacks 
on Mr. Yeltsin, one day 
after it started moves in 
parliament to look at 
ways to remove the pres- 
ident on health grounds. 

The Communists still 
have a large following 
among people disillu- 


sioned with reforms, but 
they were beaten by their 
old foe Yeltsin in a presi- 
dential election last year. 

Mr. Seleznyov, one of 
the Communists’ most 
respected leaders, told 
the lower house that the 
powerful presidency was 
no longer functioning 
properly because of Mr. 
Yeltsin’s poor health. 

“Constitutional power 
has been concentrated in 
it (the presidency) and 
the president finds him- 
self in a position of being 
unable to exercise it,” he 
said. 

“We are seeing a sys- 
temic crisis in the state, 
which is manifested in a 
crisis of authority.” 

He did not specifically 
call for Mr. Yeltsin to 
step down and made no 
comment on a motion 
put forward Tuesday by 
fellow Communist Vik- 
tor Dyukhin calling on 
the State Duma lower 
house to look into ways 
to force Mr. Yeltsin out of 
office. 

Mr. Seleznyov played 
down the chances of ous- 
ting Mr. Yeltsin in com- 
ments to reporters Tues- 
day. 

Mr. Yeltsin dismissed 
the need for constitution 
changes to limit his pow- 
ers during talks with 
Kremlin chicf-of-staff 
Anatoly Chubais Tues- 
day. 

The Communists say 


Mr. Chubais has 
amassed power since the 
president suffered heart 
problems just before his 
reelection last July. Mr. 
Yeltsin had bypass sur- 
gery' on Nov. 5 and was 
away from his Kremlin 
office until Dec. 23. 

“In the president’s ab- 
sence individuals appear 
who try to run the state... 
in the president’s name. 
This is always fraught 
with the danger of revo- 
lutions or plots, or mas- 
sive intrigues in gener- 
al,” Mr. Ilyukhin told 
NTV commercial televi- 
sion. 

Western leaders have 
reacted calmly to Mr. 
Yeltsin's latest illness. 
Some say Russia steered 
clear of major upheavals 
during his almost six- 
month absence from the 
Kremlin last year and 
that there is no reason 
why it should become 
iriore unstable now. 

Mr. Yeltsin’s political 
rivals say otherwise. 
Sacked security’ adviser 
Alexander Lebed, visit- 
ing Germany Tuesday, 
said the country was in 
chaos and that he was 
the man to put it right. 

Mr. Lebed would be a 
strong challenger if a 
presidential election 
were called early. 
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Historic, yet thorny, deal 


WITH CONSIDERABLE prodding and encour- 
agement from several quarters notably 
Wellington. Amman and Cairo Israeli Prime 
Minister Benyamin Netanyahu and Palestinian 
leader Yasser Arafat finally succeeded, in the 
early hours of Wednesday morning, to clinch a 
deal not only on Hebron but also on implement- 
ing other clauses in the Oslo accords- Yesterday’s 
agreement which has been rightly hailed as an 
important step forward by President Bill Clinton 
and other world leaders, is a landmark also as it 
signals the first-ever accord that Prime Minister 
Netanyahu personally has sealed with the Arab 
side. This is not an insignificant achievement 
since the international community together with 
the Arab World had developed deep suspicions 
about the true intents of the Likud-led govern- 
ment which assumed power in June. 

For Israel and the Palestinian National 
Authority (PNA) to succeed in bringing to a satis- 
factory conclusion the marathon negotiations on 
Hebron and beyond is clearly a boost to the 
prospects of reaching a comprehensive settlement 
to the Arab-Israeli conflict, especially since all 
sides had been almost resigned to accepting the 
possibility of reversibility in the peace process. 

Perhaps the words of the outgoing U.S. 
Secretary of State Warren Christopher in 
describing the breakthrough as both “historic 
and thorny" are the most appropriate in defining 
the moment we are at now. For there is a consen- 
sus that whereas the accord is indeed historic, its 
implementation will be thorny requiring vigi- 
lance, perseverance and hard work. “This is not 
a time to relax,’* President Clinton said upon 
bearing tbe positive news from the Erez crossing 
point where the deal was struck. And the fact of 
the matter is that he is right, considering the fac- 
tors at play in reaching the latest accord. 

While both sides maintain that the deal commits 
them to a “road map,*’ for future peace talks, the 
path ahead is anything but clear. Suffice to recall 
Netanyahu’s words to visiting American rabbis 
on the eve of the agreement in which he revealed 
that his purpose behind reaching it “is to stay, not 
to leave (the occupied territories)." 

The thorny subject ahead, of course, is the 
extent of Israeli withdrawals, notwithstanding 
the agreement on the dates for the remaining 
three stages of redeployment. The Oslo accords 
apparently do not spell out in details the extent of 
the final Israeli withdrawal. This vagueness 
would offer Israel a golden opportunity to attain 
| its declared policy not to ever withdraw to the 
1967 armistice lines and fulfil the Netanyahu 
prophecy of “staying” in the West Bank and Gaza 
Strip and not “tearing it altogether." This bump 
along the tortuous “road map" that both sides 
have committed themselves to would explain 
Christopher's warning that the much acclaimed 
deal remains thorny. That is why there is a lot 
more to be done by not only the immediate par- 
ties but also Washington, Amman and Cairo 
before we can safely assume that the peace 
process is about to cross the final bridge. 


ARABIC PRESS COMMENTARIES 


REGARDLESS OF political differences and divergence of views 
over regional or international issues, Jordan and Iraq arc going 
ahead u ith plans io strengthen their economic relations, a practice 
that should be followed by the other Arab countries, said 
Mahmoud Rimawi, a writer for A1 Ra'L Wednesday. Indeed, eco- 
nomic interests can help Arab states settle their political differ- 
ences and can bolster the Arab Nation's stand vis-d-vis other 
world economic blocs, he stressed. By going ahead with plans to 
strengthen bilateral trade anti economic cooperation, Jordan and 
Iraq have set an example to the other Arab states which are gen- 
erally at loggerheads with me another, said the writer, who added 
that the post few weeks witnessed Jondanian-Iraqi economic 
negotiation* stand as a clear proof of the success of this policy. He 
said the easing of the U JM. sanctions on Iraq, which started recent- 
ly with the sale of Iraqi oil in exchange for food and medicine, 
should prompt the Arabs to rake further steps towards encourag- 
ing the world community to lift the sanctions altogether and must 
do that by taking the first steps of bolstering their economic and 
trade links with Baghdad, said the writer. As for Jordan, he said, 
it is in its best national interest to see the sanctions lifted altogeth- 
er as this would not only benefit the Kingdom economically but 
would also pave the ground For inter-Arab reconciliation that 
would end the sufferings of tbe Arab masses that lasted for move 
than si x yea rs. 

A WRITER for A1 Ra’i urged the concerned authorities to heed 
a call hv the Housing and Urban Development Corporation 
which has just published an estimate of the housing units needed 
in Jordan during the coming four years. Hie columnist, writing 
under the pen name Meem, said the corporation estimates that 
Jordan is in need of 134,000 housing units in the coming four 
years, especially for the limited-income groups, and that 23,000 
houses which already exist are uninhabitable and unfit for human 
beings. The writer also said that the number of families that will 
need new bouses in the coming four years is estimated at about 
27300. While lauding the work of the corporation for conducting 
the study and coining up with the estimates, the writer said it is of 
paramount importance that the corporation, acting in conjunction 
with other concerned authorities, take practical steps and allocate 
the necessary funds for creating the needed houses for the limit- 
ed-income families. He said that the estimates should not remain 
ink on paper but should be translated into facts cm the ground so 
that the Jordanians can enter the 21st century living in decent 
houses. 


The View from Academia 


Dr- Ahmad Y. Majdoubeh 


‘ Our conduct in Ramadan 


is a reflection of our overall education 


OVER THE past week, there have been many complaints 
in the press and the media about the behaviour of individ- 
uals in Ramadan. The complaints point to the fact, unfor- 
tunate and puzzling, that there is a big discrepancy 
between what Muslims are expected to do (or not do) and 
what they end up doing (or not doing). People lose their 
temper easily, they frown more than they normally do, 
they become less courteous and tolerant than they usually 
are (and at times outright impolite and rude), they drive 
either absent-mindedly and less carefully or speedily and 
maniacally, they buy like crazy, they eat like crazy, they do 
not serve you the way they should, etc. 

The assumption is that something else, the opposite in 
fact, is supposed to happen in this holy month: piety and 
charity are supposed to increase, but also patience, cour- 
tesy, good manners, productivity, civility, politeness, help- 
fulness, etc. Hie assumption is correct, of course. 
Ramadan comes once a year to enable Muslims to check 
their behaviour and watch their conduct more meticulous- 
ly and closely than they do in other months. Ramadan is a 
month of self-examination, self-assessment, self-ameliora- 
tion and self-advancement. One is supposed to reflect 
deeply and examine carefully where one stands on the 
application of the teachings of Islam. 

Fasting is a physical act, i.e., abstaining from eating, 
drinking, smoking, chewing gum, etc., but it is also a spir- 
itual and metaphoric act. One is to refrain from and correct 
the bad habits which find their way into one’s life some- 
how — such as breaking promises, being lax about respon- 
sibility, not doing one's work efficiently — and one is sup- 
posed to be more conscious and sympathetic to the wants, 
needs, rights and feelings of other fellow human beings. In 
short, Ramadan is supposed to be the thermometer which 
measures the Muslim’s observance of the teachings of 
Islam and his realisation of the various values and ideals. 

Unfortunately, however, rather than bring about the best 
in people, Ramadan seems (in today's “fallen” times, as 


we keep on saying) to bring about the worst The cab and 
service drivers become nastier than usual, the shop assis- 
tants moodier, the sons and daughters grumpier, the fathers 
more bossy and dictatorial, etc. 

Why? 

WelL many reasons, two of which I wish to underscore 
here. The first, and most obvious reason, is that people 
simply fail the test which Ramadan embodies. Ramadan is 
a test When one is asked to abstain from food, one is 
being asked to be patient As a human being is more like- 
ly to be aggressive and somewhat hostile when hungry or 
thirsty (even though the days of this month in particular 
are too short for one to be hungry and the weather is too 
cool for one to be thirsty — unlike the long days of sum- 
mer), Ramadan aims to teach people a lesson in patience, 
tolerance and self-control. It aims to teach people that one 
can be friendly when hungry and thirsty, fun to be with 
When hungry and thirsty, loving of others when hungry 
and thirsty, efficient in one’s work when hungry and 
thirsty. This is the true challenge. It is not a big deal to be 
friendly and in a good mood, if you have slept for eight 
hours and if your stomach is full of delicious food. Tbe 
trick is to be nice under pressure. So when people sue 
grumpy, angry, irritable, inefficient, impatient and drive 
selfishly, it is because they have simply failed the test and 
misunderstood the lesson of Ramadan. 

Tbe second reason, which is a general problem charac- 
terising the way Muslims today stand in relation to their 
faith in general, has to do with the triumph offices, rituals 
and forms of worship over the true spirit of religion and 
over full implementation of it. Ramadan is not just about 
refraining form eating and drinking, but also refraining 
from the many selfish habits and practices, as we have just 
said. But Muslims of today, like many human beings the 
world over, find it easier to restrain die physical than the 
psychological- It is basically a matter of convenience. We 
choose the easier and more tangible and concrete and 


abandon die more difficult and less .visibte and discernible. 

But it is also a matter of emphasis, of pnonues and of 
education. Our spiritual guides (parents, teachers, preach- 
ers etc.) have taught us to pay more attention to the acts of 
worship than to dealing with people and behaviour. More 
emphasis is placed on prayers, on going to tbe mosque, on 
reading the Koran, on growing a beard, on wearing this or 
that dress, on giving alms or on charity than on keeping 
promises, on excelling in performance, on driving safely, 
on being courteous to others. 

Our behaviour, in other words, is a reflection of our edu- 
cation- Our parents, teachers, and preachers are more like- 
ly to be angry with us and rebuke and reproach us when we 
do not pray, go to tbe mosque and read tbe Koran than 
when we break promises, perform our tasks in a mediocre 
way, etc. Of course, prayers are important, going to the 
mosque and reading the Konm are important But perfor- 
mance is equally important, deeds arc significant The 
problem with the Islam of today is that to a large extent 
we have divorced form from content faith from deeds and 
thought from behaviour. And this is uo- Islamic. There is 
not that much emphasis in our sermons on road ethics, on 
ethic s of consumption, on social conduct on our relation 
to the environment on performance of duty and responsi- 
bility, even though all these are important Islamic issues 
and concerns. 

What we need to do is reconsider our priorities and our 
emphasis on tilings. Faith which does not translate into 
behaviour and conduct is not acceptable to Islam. Worship 
is as much a matter of social and public behaviour as it is 
rites and ri tual s Our educators — the parents, the teachers 
and tbe preachers — have to revise their methods of 
instruction and tbe specific goals they aim to achieve. 
Until and unless they do that, Ramadan will continue to be 
un-Ramadanic and Islam un-Islamic. 


The ricochet theory of history 


LETTERS 


By Dr. A. Clare Brandabur 


SWITZERLAND’S PRO- 
POSAL to grant reparations 
to survivors of Holocaust 
victims heralds a sea-change 
in ethical perception. On the 
eve of the third millennium, 
one has a right to expea 
such lightning flashes of 
global awareness. Therefore, 
by all means, let us rush -to 
accept this blaze of light and 
try to translate it into the 
greatest good for the greatest 
number. 

Fust of all. if Switzerland 
wishes to share its profits 
from Hitler’s nefarious 
regime, social justice 
demands that funds be dis- 
tributed fairly. There is no 
reason why Israel should 
benefit disproportionately 
just because, having capi- 
talised on persecution, it is 
now in a position to apply 
pressure by boycotting 
Swiss banks. Israel has 
already been amply reward- 
ed by the U.S. while many of 
Hitler’s victims, less organ- 
ised and Jess prosperous — I 
mean the Gypsies, mentally 
retarded, homosexuals, min- 
isters, priests. Marxists, and 
nuns, are not even spoken of 
in polite society. 

Surely you jest, some read- 
ers will object. Most of these 
people left no offspring and 
in any case, organisations 
like the Catholic Church 
supported Hitler's fascist 
policies. Ah yes, but some of 
these victims did indeed 
leave offsprings, in addition 
to parishes, religious orders 
and spiritual children. More 
important, it was the brave 
dissenters from official 
church policy who suffered, 
like the Austrian lay 
Catholic. Franz Jagerstatter 
(see the book “In Solitary 
Witness’*) beheaded in a 
Berlin prison in about 1941, 
and Dietrich Bonhoffer. 
Protestant minister, who also 
died in prison; both had fam- 
ilies. 

We have been led to think 
of all of Hitler's victims as 
Jews. But what about the 
German women taken to 
Hitler’s Youth Camps and 
impregnated by the muscle- 
bound Aryan types so 
admired by Der Fuhrer. not 
to mention subjects of organ 
transplants and other less 
mentionable genetic experi- 
ments. Why should these 
victims be overlooked just 
because they are not well- 
organised and lack an 
American Israeli Public 
Affairs Committee (AIPAC) 
to champion their causes? 

But even this is obvious 
stuff arid hardly worthy of 
millennial inspiration. I wish 
to propose some victims of 
the ricochet principle, some- 
thing our of chaos theory. 
The first group whom 1 
would nominate to receive 
the bulk of die storied mil- 


lions from the Swiss bank 
vaults is the Palestinians. 
Although they have equal 
claim to Hitler’s anti- 
Semitic attention, belonging 
as they do to the correct lan- 
guage group and lacking tbe 
paleness requisite for his 
idea of Aryan beauty, he 
never quite got around to 
tbfcm directly. However, they 
have been his victims indi- 
rectly, by the ricochet princi- 
ple. Hitler’s malice hit the 
Palestinians on the rebound, 
rather like that other famous 
ricochet killer, tbe bouncing 
bullet which hit President 
John Kennedy, wounded 
Governor John Connally, 
and then hit Kennedy again 
as it whizzed around inside 
the limousine. 

Persuaded of the potential 
fund-raising appeal of tbe 
Biblical connection, 

Theodor Herzl settled on 
Palestine for a Jewish home- 
land though he initially 
much preferred sites in 
Africa or South America. It 
was the merest accident 
wliich made today's 
Palestinians the victims of 
Hitler's pogroms and pro- 
grammes: the ricochet vic- 
tims. Therefore, let the 
Swiss bankers show some 
imagination and compensate 
the Palestinians for their 
stolen houses, their bull- 
dozed villages, their confis- 
cated lands, their thousands 
of murdered and exiled and 
imprisoned children. 

Another ricochet candidate 
for compensation is a pre- 
sent-day Galileo, John 
Smignell. In the fall of 1989, 
having come with a human 
rights delegation to 
Jerusalem, I met Dr. 
Strugneli in his tiny office in 
the Ecole Biblique, on 
Nablus road, fumes from the 
teargas of the Israeli army 
attack on a “Peace March" 
wafting from our clothes and 
following us from Damascus 
Gate. Contrary to the defam- 
atory picture of our host, 
which was soon to emerge, 
be was lucid and gracious, 
but gravely worried. The 
Dead Sea Scrolls, on which 
he was working, presented a 
picture of ancient Israel 
much like tbe modem-day 
Israel which was manifest- 
ing itself before this eyes: 
the same bitter hatreds, the 
same curses and impreca- 
tions, the same fanatical vio- 
lence, the same tribal lust for 
blood and cries for 


vengeance. 

When, a few weeks later, 
the storm broke and he was 
whisked off to a sanatorium, 
1 was astonished. For saying 
out loud that this Old 
Testament Jewish tradition 
of a tribal deity who com- 
manded genocide against tbe 
goyim was anachronistic 
and archaic and should have 
been subsumed in the more 
universalist idea of a God of 


universal brotherhood and 
peace he was branded an 
anti-Semite, taken off the 
Scrolls Committee, and 
made to recant 

A few centuries ago 
Galileo Galilei, an earlier 
victim of “ricochet", threat- 
ened the then politically cor- 
rect view and incurred tbe 
wrath of the church and the 
Jesuits by daring to say that 
the earth revolved around 
the sun not vice-versa. Dr. 
Strugneli voiced criticism of 
a violent, land-grabbing mil- 
itary state engaged in the 
dispossession of the contem- 
porary residents of the 
“Unholy Land", pointing out 
its roots in the Old 
Testament. He realised that 
Nietzsche had been prema- 
ture in his announcement of 
the death of the Old 
Jehovah, seeing that this 
tribal horror bad been resur- 
rected and is being used 
daily to justify what, by any 
standards of common jus- 
tice, would be perceived as 
mere thuggery, theft and 
murder and, even worse, chat 
this enterprise has the finan- 
cial and moral support of the 
so-called Christian world. 
For daring to articulate these 
important problems, Dr. 
Strugneli was made a pariah. 

To their credit Jewish fig- 
ures like Israel Shahak, 
Felicia Langer, Roberta 
Strauss Feueriicht, Rabbi 
Elmer Berger, Marc Ellis, 
and others, also object to and 
denounce Israeli barbarism 
against the Palestinians. And 
they take this stand from a 
Jewish perspective, which is 
humane and universal: Marc 
Ellis argues in “Beyond 
Innocence” and 

“Redemption" that today’s 
Jewish community risks los- 
ing its soul by giving up its 
traditional solidarity with 
oppressed peoples, claiming 
instead the exclusiveness of 
Jewish suffering. In “The 
Fate of the Jews” Roberta 
Feueriicht castigates the 
oppression of die 
Palestinians, arguing that 
being Jewish means being 
just. John Strugneli has done 
the unpleasant service of 
pointing out that the Yahweh 
of the Old Testament not 
only permits but commands 
the extermination of die peo- 
ples whose land was to be 
“given" to tbe Jews. For this 
reason, American Jews, to 
give only one example, have 
been in the vanguard of the 
struggle for civil rights for 
African Americans and other 


minorities. 

Since Christians are 
taught that the Old 
Testament, quite as much as 
tbe New, is the inspired 
word of God, the crisis of 
John Strugneli, a devout 
Christian, should be the rule 
rather than the exception. He 
has done the unpleasant ser- 
vice of pointing out that the 


Yahweh of the Old 
Testament is neither just nor 
universal, bur a tribal parti- 
san who not only allows but 
commands the total extermi- 
nation of the peoples whose 
land was to be “given” to the 
Jews. 

And indeed a growing 
body of scholarly work is 
raising the issue in a variety 
of contexts. Rev. Donald 
Wagner and Dr. Hassan 
Haddad published a book 
entitled “All In the Name of 
the Bible”, which deals with 
this issue; more recently. 
Rev. Wagner has published 
“Anxious for Armageddon”, 
dealing with fanatical 
Christian Zionists, and Dr. 
Haddad has addressed a 
series of papers to the World 
Council of Churches, 
demonstrating the use of Old 
Testament authority for the 
racist Israeli claim of 
“Chosen People" to justify 
colonial settler land grab. 

In October 1996, the 
Jerusalem Day Seminar in 
Amman hosted a group of 
distinguished scholars who 
raised questions of archaeol- 
ogy. history and ethics 
regarding Israeli claims to 
Palestinian land. Among 
them were Dr. Thomas L. 
Thompson, Professor Keith 
White lam, and Rev. Dr. 
Michael Prior. A recent book 
by Syrian scholar Firas 
Sawwah demonstrates that 
the last twenty years of 
Middle Eastern archaeology 
deconstructs the myth of the 
Israeli kingdoms of David 
and Solomon , showing for 
that period no evidence of 
great urban centres but a 
small population of nomads 
and villagers. Father Prior, 
inspired ten years ago by 
reading the work of Dr. 
Haddad, has confronted first 
hand his growing concern 
with the crisis of Christian 
conscience posed by the Old 
Testament command to 
genocide; he is currently 
teaching at the University of 
Bethlehem on a sabbatical, 
and he was there when a 
twelve-year-old Palestinian 
schoolboy was bludgeoned 
to death by a Jewish settler. 

All the same, perhaps the 
Swiss bankers should 
reward fanatical Jewish set- 
tlers like Noam Friedman 
and Baruch Goldstein. No 
mere scholarly discourse 
could raise the issue of the 
primitive tribal blood-lust 
idea of religion as eloquent- 
ly as these American-trained 
racists. They could be given 
the Nobel Prize for War and 
put in the Smithsonian 
behind bullet-proof glass 
beside the Awk, the Dodo, 
and the Dinosaur. 


Fixing, not denying, 
helps reach the target 


To the Editor: 


Thewrirer is on the teaching 
stuff of Israa University She 
contributed this article to 
the Jordan Times. 


READING FAHED Fanek's article “Economy is doing 
well, contrary to some businessmen's complaints” 
(Jordan Times, Jan. 12, 1997), I came to the grim real- 
isation that we, Jordanians, are caught in a type of par- 
adigm where each person views things from his own 
perspective. 

Mr. Fanek argues that Jordan’s economy has been 
booming for the last five years, and continues to boom. 
Business people, on tbe other hand, talk about being in 
the worst recession since 1948. Mr. Fanek quotes fig- 
ures from the International Monetary Fund (IMF) and 
various departments in Jordan, whereas the business 
community looks at the Amman Financial Market 
(AFM), which is at an all time low, and the ever widen- 
ing gap between the rich and the poor. 

Needless to say, I believe Mr. Fanek has incorrectly 
analysed the situation, and if what we are in is not a 
recession, I do not know what is. 

However, I would like to leave this argument aside 
and look at the basic elements of investment. An 
investor (and I do not differentiate between local and 
foreign investor) is looking for the following four fac- 
tors when making an investment decision: (i) A free 
and stable political system. This is largely an objective 
observation, but I believe Jordan is as politically stable 
as ever, and despite the recent snags in the peace 
process, the risk of a major war or political disaster in 
Jordan is next to nil; (2) A free and open economic sys- 
tem. Despite Jordan's recent economic reform pro- 
grammes, I believe we have some way to go on this 
front, and complete liberalisation of tbe economy, 
including the floating of tbe dinar and tbe freedom to 
move funds in and out of Jordan, is necessary to cora- 
plere the circle; (3) A fair and expeditious judicial sys- 
tem. Although I cannot speak of the fairness of the 
iqgal system, I can certainly vouch that it is not expe- 
ditious. In fact, an average lawsuit can easily take lOto 
15 years before a final judgement is issued. Not to 
mention the fact that a judge hears over 50 cases per 
h?/‘ sys ?“* based both on Islamic law and 
Sf 1011, h 0 * ? f which are fair and solid. 
However, the system of implementing the law needs to 
be reviewed; (4) Adequate bfrastruc^ 
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Appropriations panels stop by for Hake-stock ’ visits 


Two delegations from both houses of the United States 
Congress had Amman on their junket itineraries this week 
Some American officials say that this period just prior to the 
presidential inauguration ceremonies “is a good time to 
travel - " Here for two-days on what might be called an 
assessment and accountability mission was a U.S. House of 
Representatives delegation made up of six Republicans and 
one Democrat, most of whom are members of the House 
Appropriations Committee — the folks that dole out the 
money. In Wednesday’s meeting, with Prime Minister Abdul 
Karim Kabariti, and attended as well bv Minister of 
Planning Rima Khalaf Huneidi. Central . Bank of Jordan 
Governor Ziad Fariz. Jordan Information 
Bureau/Washington Director Rania Ataila . and economic 
advisor to the prime minister Bassim Awadallah. the visit- 
ing politicians came to see what projects the U.S. has in 
progress. The Jordanian participants ' job was to update the 
Americans on economic and political issues. The visit, thus, 
is part of the regular meetings between Congress <i5& 
Jordanian officials. The team 'was headed by' Alabama 
Congressman Sonny Callahan. Mr. Callahan (64). who was 
first elected to Congress in J9S4, is a conservath'e 
Republican and chairs the House ' Appropriations 
Subcommittee on Foreign Operations. Export Financing 
and Related Programmes. He was accompanied by Ron 
Packard , a dentist and Republican from California; Nita 
Lowe y, of New York, the only Democrat on the delegation; 
Mac Collins of Georgia, a member of the powerful House 
Him and Means Committee; another Alabamian, Terry 
Everett, a former newspaper reporter, editor and publisher, 
and current member of the House National Security 
Committee;. Joe Knollenberg, who was a Michigan insur- 
ance agent until his election to the House in 1992; and 
Michael Forbes of New York. The congressional delegation 
met with His Majesty King Hussein, HRH Crown Prince 
Hasson, and Chairman of the Joint Chiefs of Staff Field 
Marshal Abdul Hafiz. Marei Kaabneh . Their schedule also 
included a visit to the Kirbet Samra Wast&water Treatment 
Plant and a i 'bit to Petra. On the team s itinerary was an 
earlier visit to Israel where they met with Prime Minister 
Benyamin Netanyahu. After Jordan, the delegation on 
Tuesday headed for Cairo, and the original plan was to go 
on to Morocco before flying home. The group perhaps 
attended their very first iftar, certainly their first hosted by 
King Hussein, when on Monday evening they and hundreds 
of other guests gathered at the Sports City for the event. 

Due in Amman today on a one-day visit is a U.S. 
Senate delegation of five Republicans headed by veteran 
Alaskan Senator Ted Stevens. Like most of their visiting 
colleagues from the House, these senators are all members 
of the upper house s Appropriations Conunittee and . are . 
slated to' meet with high-rdml tig officials from’' the govern- 
! merit. ‘ arid V ihi military. *" Mr. Stevetls ‘ (73) -‘chains ,: the , 
■ SiibCOnifhiftee'on Defence and- has -.been a member of the 
Senate since 196S. The rest of the team is made up of 
Mississippi’s Thad Cochran, an attorney who has sensed as 
a member of the Senate Arms Control Observer Group; 
Mitch McConnell of Kentucky, an attorney and judge who 
chairs the Subcommittee on Foreign Operations, Export 
Financing and Related Programmes of Appropriations: 
Montana's Conrad Bums, oru:e a broadcaster and U.S. 
Marine, who chairs the Appropriations Subcommittee on 
Military Construction ; and Robert Bennett of Utah, who 
came to the Senate in 1993. 

**** 

MOVING OVER: In a cost-cutting measure the Jordan 
Information Bureau/London is moving . — to the Jordanian 
embassy that is. Established in 1992 and first headed by 
Nasser Judeh, now director of Jordan Television. 

J IB/London has been run for just over two years by Bassam 
Asfour, a former research officer at the Royal Court. It is 



Intelligence Department, by comparison , hooked onto an 
Internet web-site last November, and in its first week of 
operation it was reported to have had more than 25,000 vis- 
itors. 

**** 

LEAGUE LOG: The Jordanian-Lebanese League, 

formed only late last summer, yesterday hosted an iftar for 
about 240 of its members and guests at the InterContinental 
Hotel. The league now numbers 150 members and its pres- 
ident is Senator Leila Sharaf. Guests of honour at the event 
were Their Royal Highnesses Prince Talal Bin Mohammad 
and Princess Ghida Talal, who is honorary president of the 
league. The iftar war followed by a classical Arabic musi- 
cal performance featuring awqrd-winning qanun artist 
Salah Eddin Maraka. When the league was first formed, 
there were plans to organise a trip to Lebanon for its mem- 
bers. But that journey was cancelled because the schedul- 
ing conflicted with two other trips planned by other social 
organisations. As it turned out the Bridge Club and the 
Ikebana Club, both of which share members with the 
Jordanian-Lebanese League, had planned trips to Cyprus 
and Japan. There is no word yet on the league reschedul- 
ing its own visit, but on the 1997 calendar ‘is an April cock- 
tail parry with guest speaker Ghassan Twaini, publisher and 
owner of Lebanon’s Al Nahar Arabic daily. Mr. Twaini is a 
former minister and former envoy to the United Nations. 


**** 


l 


Bakers in downtown Amman prepare 4 atayef a favourite Ramadan sweet (photo by Yousef Al * Allan ) 


expected that Mr. Asfour will return to Busman Palace. 
Meanwhile Jordan's Ambassador to the U.K. Fouad Ayoub 
is in Amman on a home leave , and among other things, is 
discussing the future of the JIB’s work from within the 
embassy. The JIB staff totalled four members, including Mr. 
Asfour. Unfortunately, officials were not prepared to 
release a budget figure for the bureau that would help to 
indicate what the cost-savings might result in. In any case, 
the activities of the London information bureau will contin- 
ue in the areas of press contacts and coverage of British 
think-tank events such as seminars and conferences. The 
embassy in London is staffed by four diplomats. 14 local 
staff, .the office .of the military attache, and the medical 
department, which assists Jordanian patients in obtaining 
treatment -at U.K. healthcare facilities. In the meantime, the 
embassy staff has relocated to temporary quarters while the 
embassy, which is now a free-hold property and thus no 
longer being leased, is being refurbished. The process is 
expected to take six months. Mr. Ayoub will return to 
London in approximately one week. 

**** 

IT r S 6 P.M.; DO YOU KNOW WHERE THE NEWS 
IS? If Jordan Television \iewers are wondering where the 
6:00 p.m. news in Arabic has gone or disappeared to. no 
need to fret. JTV officials have just scrapped it to make 
mom for temporary reprogramming during the month of 
Ramadan. While it is possible that it might meet the fate of 
the Hebrew broadcast C which war to be suspended for a 
while, but war never restored), the word is that the 6:00 
p.m. broadcast will return. “ That broadcast, which was 
turned into a purely local news bulletin not so long ago has 
had a sort of identity crisis , " a JTV insider says, as the news 
department seemed at a loss as to what to do with its con- 


tent. This can be the reason behind the decision to suspend 
if for now. But the JTV official who spoke to tffe Jordan 
Times insists that the suspension will be temporary and he 
does not cite any particular problem JTV had with it. “It s 
just stopped for the month of Ramadan , " he says. 

**** 

WHO STOLE THE PAPER? The Ministry of Foreign 
Affairs is cutting down on its already modest siibscription to 
the Jordan Times, from 60 copies to 25. With embassies and 
other Jordanian representative offices around the world 
complaining of not .receiving copies of the paper there is 
cause to wonder how a me re 25 copies will suffice the needs 
of a ministry with nearly 42 embassies. Foreign minispy 
departments have had their subscriptions to the local 
Arabic dailies as well as the Jordan Times reduced. Where 
they used to receive two or three copies, now the allotment 
is a precious one copy of each. Then of course the Jordan 
Times newsstand price was hiked as of Jan. 1 from 150 fils 
to 200 fils. 

**** 

AND THE HITS KEEP COMIN’: Now while the 
Foreign Ministry wrangles with keeping abreast of the 
news, it might consider linking into the Internet where the 
Jordan Times has been logged as soaring from less than 

4.000 hits in early November to 37,527 by the end of 
December. 1996. But all things are relative. Al Rai, our sis- 
ter Arabic daily, boasted 491,000 hits in November and 

517.000 hits during December. They started much earlier 
than we did and we have not announced our web site offi- 
cially yet. In fact we are still working on a department, a 
suitable design and so on and so forth. The General 


MENU OF EVENTS : The , French Cultural Centre 
t FCC) is beginning 1997 with a new and aggressive cam- 
paign of entertainment, education, and exposure. To give 
you just a hint of what’s in store — Monday nights will be 
French cinema nights at the Royal Cultural Centre with 
films featuring Philippe Noiret in some of his most famous 
roles and detective series with Alain Delon, Jacques 
Audiard and others; the Paris-based LTnstitut du Monde 
Arabe, which joins in the 1997 Jordanian season in France, 
will be featured in an exposition of construction and activi- 
ties at the cultural centre; an exhibition of the works of 
Amanda Shehadeh will also be featured at the FCC; and 
three evenings of French song will be brought to audiences 
in Amman and Irbid by award-winning entertainer 
Frangoise LeGolvan. The FCC library is also offering net- 
works in theatre, music and novels. 

*•** 

ISLAM IN THE U.S. The American Centre is celebrat- 
ing the holy month of Ramadan with an “Oriental Evening’’ 
next Yf Maturing a : lecture by 'Dr Farouq Jarrat, assis- 

tant to the president. AL al Bay i Foundation, and Dr. Susan 
fciaileh? cultural attache at the U.S. embassy. The lecture' is 
entitled “An Overview of the Islamic Community in the. 
U.S.” It will feature a history of Islam in North America 
from its earliest traces, perhaps as far back as the crew of 
the Nina, the Pinta and the Santa Maria, to the growth of 
America 's Muslim population, now numbering around five 
million people. Facts and figures will show that the first 
mosque in America was built by Mohammad Alexander 
Russell Webb, an American convert, in 1893 in New York, 
and that there are 83 Muslim organisations, 21 centres for 
Islamic studies and 10 Afro-American Muslim groups in the 
U.S. The lecture will be followed by a musical performance 
with Elia Khourv on oud,’ Salah Eddin Maraka on qanun, 
and Mohammad Taha on- riq. The event is scheduled for 
7:00 p.m. on Wed., Jan. 22. at the American Centre audito- 
rium at the U.S. embassy in Abdouru 


Jennifer Hamameh 


In Love And War brings Bullock and bravery to the front line 


By Matt Wolf 

The Associated Press 

SHEPPERTON, England — 
“Wait for ‘action' until you 
start your moaning.'* 

As assistant director Pat 
Clayton barked commands 
at his In Love And War 
ensemble, Sandra Bullock 
giggled behind her surgical 
mask. 

Near her. numerous extras 
— several of them real' sur- 
geons — were working up 
the necessary decorum, or 
anguish, in the face of 
death, with a London film 
studio standing in for a 
front-line hospital in the Ita- 
lian foothills of the dolo- 
mites. 

“I know it’s hard to keep 


doing, ladies, and gentle- 
men,” added Richard Atten- 
borough, director of the $40 
milli on World War I ro- 
mance, “but (the scene) 
really does need all that 
energy and panic." 

' Continuing Attenbo- 
rqugh’s latest penchant for 
depicting legends in love. In 
Love And War focuses on 
yj^ung Ernest Hemingway's 
lo.ve affair with an Ame- 
rican nurse. 

As an ambulance driver 
cluring World War L He- 
mingway, played by Chris 
O’Donnell, caught a. bullet 
in his leg and landed in a 
Red Cross hospital in Milan. 
There, he met Agnes Von 
Kiirowsky (Bullock), who 
became the great early love 
of the writers life. 


A Farewell To Arms, He- 
mingway’s fictional account 
of the affair, has been filmed 
twice. 

On the 32nd day of Film- 
ing this version, well into a 
55-day shoot, immediate 
concerns had to do with 
realism. 

While bags of wounds la- 
belled “slit throat” and 
“small gash" ensured veri- 
similitude. a local priest, the 
Rev. John Elliort, was on 
hand to make sure Holly- 
wood in no way compro- 
mised the administration of 
last rites. 

“This is a fascinating way 
to spend the morning.’’ 
Elliott said. “I have a parish 
to run the rest of the time." 

No less busy was key ex- 
tra Jean Wald man, a volun- 


teer historian in the nursing 
division of American Red 
Cross headquarters in Wa- 
shington, D.C. 

Having joined the set in 
Italy, where Filming began, 
Waldman was providing in- 
formation and advice on 
proper rents and bandages 
as well as clamps, scissors, 
and Hershey bars. 

In Love And War was the 
brainchild of producer 
Dimitri Vi Hard, whose 
father Henry is a character 
in the movie played by 
MaeKenzie Astin. The rdal 
Henry was IS in 1918, the 
year the Film takes place, 
and was as smitten with 
Agnes as fellow volunteer, 
and patient, Ernest. 

VilJard said he had been 
trying to make In Love And 


War for six years and initial- 
ly had Julia Roberts on 
board to play Agnes. 

“The early '90s were not a 
time when studios were 
looking for tragic romances, 
period pieces, women’s sto- 
ries." said Villard. 53. Now, 
he added, “the industry is 
receptive to this type of 
story.” 

He persisted: “How many 
times does a producer have 
a chance to make a picture 
that involves a member of 
one's own family?” 

But if the bittersweet love 
story at its core was taking a 
back seat to carnage in this 
scene. Bullock sounded 
remarkably unsquearaish as 
she chatted to a journalist in 
her trailer. 

“I’m pretty used to this 


son of stuff,” said the 30- 
year-old actress. As a child, 
she cracked her head open 
in a creek near the family 
home where her father was 
later nearly crushed to death 
by a runaway bulldozer. 

'Tra very comfortable 
with blood and operations,” 
Bullock said. “It’s kind of 
gross what I can bear.” 

Her In Love And War sa- 
lary no doubt made it all 
more bearable, too" — $10.5 
million plus $500,000 ex- 
penses. 

Bullock characterised Ag- 
nes as “a nurse who could 
have been a doctor very eas- 
ily, but because of the time, 
she couldn't.” 

“You look at the handbook 
for 1918, and you see that a 
nurse was basically a nurse- 


maid. It tells you how to 
make egg creams on top of 
bolding a severed leg; you 
learn to make Belgian waf- 
fles and hold an amputee.” 

Attenborough has been 
down the path of conflict 
before. His directing debut 
in 1969 was Oh, What A 
Lovely War. adapted from 
the legendary Joan Little- 
wood stage production. The 
starry A Bridge Too Far 
(1977) focused on an allied 
airdrop in 1944 Holland, 
while both the 1982 Oscar- 
winning Gandhi and Cry 
Freedom showed countries 
in upheaval. 

In his latest film, the 73- 
year-old director shows a 
man and a woman in up- 
heaval as well. 

“The war was probably 


responsible in no small 
measure for the relationship 
that did happen in that it 
heightened everything,” At- 
tenborough said later during 
post- production. “With the 
imminent feeling of disaster 
or the end of life literally 
around the comer, all those 
emotions are enormously 
magnified." 

If Attenborough harbours 
any imminent plans of slow- 
ing down, he doesn’t show 
tljem. 

“The thought of not work- 
ing is anathema,” said the 
director. “I really would like 
to actually fall off the twig 
saying ‘cut’ or ‘action.'” 

The film premiered in L. 
A. on Dec. IS and was sche- 
duled to open widely Jan. 
14. 


On the Margins: the Arab population in the Israeli 
economy 
By Aziz Haidar 

Hurst and Co., London 1996. £32.50 

NEARLY ONE in Five Israeli citizens is a Palestinian Arab, 
and yet that demographic strength has never been reflected 
within the Israeli political system. This fact has often been 
discussed. Less attention has been paid to the role of this 
community in the Israeli economy (the notable exception 
being Rashid Khalidi, in The Arab Economy in Israel). 

At the end of the British Mandate the bulk of the Arabs 
who would eventually become citizens of Israel made their 
living from the land. Changes were already afoot, as paid 
employment in the cities came to seem increasingly more 
attractive than labour on the land. The policies pursued by 
Israel forced the pace of change, first of all by depriving the 


One in five 

surviving Palestinian communities of most of their land, 
but also by restricting the possibilities for Palestinian farm- 
ers to develop what they had left. Palestinians could not 
gain access to the same level of funds for development; 
they could not obtain water to expand their irrigated areas 
as readily as their Jewish neighbours; they faced difficul- 
ties in marketing their produce on the most favourable 
terms, thanks to the control of most marketing channels by 
Israeli Jewish companies which discriminated against 
them. 

If they could not live from the land, neither could the 
Palestinians in Israel make a living through the develop- 
ment of their own industrial or service sectors. Not only did 
they face problems with obtaining permits for construction, 
or with the lack of infrastructural development in the Arab 
sector: The generous grants and tax concessions which 
were available in many Jewish areas Were extended to a 


much smaller proportion of Arab localities. 

Aziz Haidar describes the discrimination faced by 
Palestinians within the Israeli economic system, and shows 
how, over the years, Palestinian villages have, by and large, 
been transformed into dormitory settlements for a popula- 
tion heavily dependent on employment at the lower end of 
the Israeli job market. He concludes with case studies of 
four villages — Tayiba, Kufr Yasif. Majd Al Kurum and 
Maghar — which illustrate the themes addressed previous- 

ly- 

Haidar seems to be on safer ground dealing with eco- 
nomics than with history and politics. His opening chaper 
is the weakest of the book, containing some sweeping over- 
simplifications concerning Israeli society and certain sur- 
prising errors in his treatment of Palestinian soceiety in 
Israel. Haidar’s reference to “40 unrecognised villages” in 
Israel is dated; Very soon after those \ullages established 


BOOK REVIEW 

their own organisation (the Association of Forty), they 
heard from other unrecognised villages, which pushed the 
count up to over 100. i 

Another limitation of On the Margins is that, in spite of 
the author's aim of producing a work covering the entire 
Palestinian community inside Israel, its focus is on the vil- 
lages and towns of the Galilee antf the Triangle; it provides 
little analysis of the experience and status of the 
Palestinians of the mixed cities or of the Bedouin of the 
Negev. 

Despite these weaknesses, Haidar’s book makes a useful 
addition to the sparse literature on the Palestinians in Israel, 
whose role in determining the future of the Middle East 
may be expected to grow in coining years — Middle East 
International. 

John Gee 
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Greater China, ASEAN to lead 
world growth into 21st century 


SINGAPORE (AFP.) — 
\sia wiii dominate world 
.'conomic growth in 1997 
■vith greater China and 
South East Asia leading the 
way inio the- 2 1st century. 
Economist Intelligence Unit 
■EMJ} analysts said 
Wednesday. 

Despite an economic 
slowdown in some key 
.'cononiie*. China, Taiwan, 
Hong Kong and the sdven- 
nienibei Association of 
South ilast Asian Nations 
! A. SEAM) were forecast to 
collectively enjoy robust 
growth in the medium terfn. 

“I've got mv money on 
hoth ... Greater China (will 
grow) by just under eight 
per cent over the next Five 
years, and ASEAN by about 
7.3 per cent," said Ken 
Davies, senior regional 
economist for the EIU. 

ASEAN includes Brunei, 
Indonesia. Malaysia, the 
Philippines, Singapore. 
Thailand and Vietnam. 

The EIU. part of the Lon- 
don-based Economist Pub- 
lishing and Business Infor- 
mation Group. listed China. 
Vietnam and Malaysia as 
the second, third and fourth 
fastest-growing economies 
in 1997 in its annual World 


Economic Outlook. 

Iraq topped the list 
because of its resumption of 
oil sales and the extremely 
low base against which the 
new growth is being com- 
pared. 

Ten Asian countries made 
it to the top 20 list of the 
EIU. which forecast world 
economic growth this year 
to be unchanged at 2.9 per 
cent with the impetus com- 
ing from developing 
nations. 

Growth among industrial 
nations belonging to the 
organisation for Economic 
Cooperation and Develop- 
ment (OECD) was estimat- 
ed at 2.4 per cent 

Asia and Australia except 
Japan would grow by a rela- 
tively moderate 6.5 per cent 
in 1997, the EIU said, citing 
a slowdown in exports and 
efforts to cool down over- 
heating economies with 
tighter monetary policies. 

The so-called Asian tigers 
— Hong Kong. South 
Korea, Singapore . and Tai- 
wan — have lately seen 
slower growth compared to 
the heady days of double- 
digit expansion buL Mr. 
Davies said prospects were 
reasonably positive.” 


Describing the slowdown 
as largely cyclical. Mr. 
Davies told AFP that 
exports would pick: up this 
year amid added capacity 
and increased investment. 

On the current labour 
unrest in South Korea, Mr. 
Davies said that the cam- 
paign against controversial 
new labour laws could 
affect exports but if the situ- 
ation normalises, the effects 
would be temporary and the 
backlog would be filled. 

The Philippines, which 
has bucked the slowdown 
trend in South East Asia, 
should see growth of around 
6.5 per cent by 2000, he 
said. 

"We're forecasting a grad- 
ual acceleration in growth 
going above six per cent, 
which is tremendous really. 
Back in the early nineties 
the economy was depressed 
for political reasons and 
because of the power cuts.” 
he said. 

On Malaysia, he said: 
"We're reasonably bullish ... 
we don't really think that 
growth rates are going to 
fall below eight per cent." 

China has achieved “a 
really successful soft land- 
ing" from the double-digit 


growth rates it once 
enjoyed, and its economy 
was forecast to expand by 
9.3 per cent this year. 

“Below 10 per cent, nine- 
to-10 per cent, they can sus- 
tain,” Mr. Davies said. 

The EIU report said Latin 
America and the Cam be an 
would fare better than last 
year with average GDP 
growth of 3.6 per cent in 
1997. but the report 
described this as “slightly 
disappointing” 

In the Middle East, Iraq 
would be the exception as 
other countries face eco- 
nomic and fiscal con- 
straints. Six Middle East 
countries including Saudi 
Arabia and Iran were listed 
among the 20 slowest- 
growing economies in 
1997. 

Iraq’s gross domestic 
product (GDP) was forecast 
to grow 30 per cent in 1997, 
after posting double-digit 
negative rates from 1991- 
95. 

“The oil sales and the 
gradual reintegration of Iraq 
into the world economy are 
going to mean quite a sharp 
recovery,” Mr. Davies said' 


Weak dollar costs UAE 
$27b over decade — study 


ABU DHABI (AFP)— The' 
decline in the U.S. dollar 
against die Japanese yen arid 
mher major currencies over 
the pu>i decade has cost the 
United .Arab Emirates 
i UAE i more than $27 bil- 
lion. a local bank said Tues- 
day. 

The loss of $27.6 billion 
between i q S5 and 1995 
involved around 56 billkm in 

• >il exp!. :iv :o Jajlan, S7.8 bil- 
lion is: general trade with 
Japan u.:d $13.8 billion in 
uv.de v if Ii other countries, 
i he Dblci Islamic Bank, the 
world's top Islamic banking 
unit. in a study. 

It Si! lj the dollar had 

• readily lost value against 
leading world currencies, 
piling'-:.: from 239 yen to 83 

eo o' er the period. 

Jap;, i . die UAE's biggest 
■iconi. : partner, with two- 
v> ay it . exceeding $ 1 0 bil- 


; lion a year, nearly one third 
of the Fhr East country's 
total trade with the six- 
nation Gulf Cooperation 
Council (GCO. 

The UAE is also the top oil 
exporter to Japan, supplying 
nearly 25 per cent of its total 
crude imports. 

The UAE currency, the 
dirham, and the currencies of 
four other GCC states are 
practically pegged to the dol- 
lar while Kuwait's dinar is 
linked to a basket of curren- 
cies. in which the U.S. unit 
has the lion share. 

Gulf states have consid- 
ered detaching their curren- 
cies from the dollar and link- 
ing them to a basket of cur- 
rencies to offset fluctuations 
in the U.S. unit and align 
their currencies in line with a 
1983 economic pact 
But years of negotiations 
have produced no results as 


some members have 
expressed reservations for 
political reasons while others 
have argued the dollar link is 
reasonable since it is the offi- 
cial price of oil exports. 

The bank study, published 
in the official daily A1 
Bayan, said pegging GCC 
currencies to a basket of 
major world currencies 
would ensure stability in the 
GCC's commercial and 
financial relations with other 
countries. 

“It will also allow' GCC 
central banks to revise the 
basket at will because such a 
monetary system will 
become an internal affair," it 
said. 

The GCC groups Saudi 
Arabia, the world’s biggest 
oil producer and exporter, 
with Bahrain, Kuwait, 
Oman, Qatar and the UAE in 
an economic, political and 


Daily Crossword 


ACROSS 
1 Impress 

6 Upon 
10 Rustic 

14 Shoot ‘em-up 
kin 

15 Coconut fiber 

16 Shield bosd 

17 Detain 

19 Even 

20 Filthy place 

21 Touch 

22 Trivial 

24 Bubble 

25 Roman censor 

26 Fix 

29 Loose garments 

32 Londoners, 
briefly 

33 Idem 

34 Jest 

36 Small amount 

37 Detested 

38 Indie language 

39 Palm starch 

40 Nuncupative 

41 Anka, Klee, and 
Muni 

42 Lover 

44 Brings up 

45 Bathe 

46 Blackbird 

47 Love greatly 

49 Rational 

50 Sault — Marie 

53 Spread 

54 Football play 
57 Burden 

53 Indian 

59 Rich cake 

60 Retreats 

61 Voice votes 

62 Hie 

DOWN 

1 Cries 
uncontrollably 

2 Edgy 

3 Lawyer ebbr. 

4 Game upon 

5 Affirm openly 
, 6 Suffered 

7 Implement 

8 Panting 
e Ready 

10 Old world bro 

11 Leave out 
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defence alliance created in 
May 1981. 


ARIES; (March 21 to April 

19) Plan to meet with your 
best friends today and make 
new friends through those 
friends whose qualities you 
desire. Later tonight you can 
spend some quality rime with 
your loved ones at home and 
relax for the days ahead. 
TAURUS: (April 20 to May 

20) Contact those today with 
power who can help you attain 
your finest ambitions. State 
your plans clearly to a bigwig 
who has your best interest at 
heart. Later this evening you 
can meet with close friends 
for some fun activities. 
GEMINI: (May 21 to June 

21) Gain new allies today 
whose background is quite 
different to your own and you 
can integrate their ideas into a 
course of action which can be 
successful. A fine partnership 
can be formed from this 
alliance. 

MOON CHILDREN: (June 
22 to July 21 ) Get your busi- 
ness operating on a more 


Peanuts 
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Major Currencies & Cross Rates 
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HOROSCOPE 

FORECAST FOR FRIDAY, JANUARY 17, 1997 


modem level today and get 
better' results for the days 
ahead. Later this evening will 
be a good time for you to seek 
out knowledgeable people and 
use their suggestions in your 
tasks. 

LEO: I July 22 to August 21 ) 
Add new allies to your present 
associations and thereby make 
your career activities more 
efficient. Get your image 
improved later this evening 
and gain more public prestige 
from those in authority who 
can be beneficial. 

VIRGO: (August 22 to Sep- 
tember 22) This is a good day 
today to find new mechanisms 
for bringing you greater effi- 
ciency in the days ahead. 
MaJte the days ahead brighter 
for yourself and fellow associ- 
ate who have provided you 
with beneficial advice. 
LIBRA: (September 25 to 


October 22) Seek those plea- 
sures today that you truly. like, 
and stop procrastinating and 
enjoy them. Buy a gift for 1 
your mate as a sign of your 
affection of him or her and 
thereby make your romantic 
rime together quite special. 
SCORPIO: (October 23 to 
November 21) You have 
delayed today handling new 
interests to find a better 
method, however, you can go 
ahead with confidence at this 
time. Later this evening you 
can get together with close 
friends for recreational activi- 
ties which are fun. 
SAGITTARIUS: (November 
22 to December 21) This is a 
good day today to have fine 
communication with others 
who can be quite beneficial to 
your career activities. Be 
courteous and cement better 
relations with fellow associ- 


ates who have suggestion with 
a project. 

CAPRICORN: (December 

22 to January 20) This is a fine 
day today for making 
improvements to your home 
so that it carl be more comfon- 
able, to-those.vlio, live .under 
your roof. Study your newspa- 
per and other periodicals for 
suggestions on how to make 
your life better. 

AQUARIUS: (January 21 to 
February 19) Be courteous in 
going after your personal aims 
today and they are soon yours. 
See your good friends later 
this evening and be charming 
to them, since you may need ! 
their assistance in the days ! 
ahead or any career activities. : 
PISCES: (February 20 to i 
March 20) Get out of that rut ! 
have gotten into today and get 
into new interests which are 
fascinating and profitable. 
Later this evening you can 
seek out fellow associates and 
devise a course of action to get 
any career activities complete. 
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by Don Johnson 


12 Walk the Dne 

13 Staff 

18 Shipshape 

23 DDEs command 

24 Evergreen* 
shrub6 

25 Desert beast 

26 Basics 
'27 Terror 

28 Chauvinistic — 

■ patriot 

29 Devi 

30 Hindu teachers 

31 Advance 
furtively 

33 Abraham’s wife 
35 Face 
37 Servant 
41 Maandpa 

43 Shake 

44 Gambling city 
46 Spouses 
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47 Medicinal plant 

48 College bigwig 

49 Colonnade 

50 Grouchy 

51 Handbag 


52 Supplemented 
(with 'ouT) 

53 Ancient 

55 Indian 

56 Short distance 
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HOROSCOPE 
FORECAST FOR 
THURSDAY, 

JANUARY 16 ? 1997 

By Thomas S. "Pierson. 

.. Astrologer, Carroll 
Righier Foundation 

ARIES: (March 21 io 
April 19) Go over your list 
today of friend': and know 
which are best to retain for 
any difficult situations. 
Spend some time with 
these people and make 
sure that they know you do 
appreciate them being in 
your life. 

TAURUS: (April 20 to 
May 20) Make plans to 
gain your ambitions dur- 
ing die days ahead and 
make your efforts be 
known by those who can 
be beneficial to your 
career activities. Enthusi- 
asm is impfHtnt to your £ 
activities in the days 
ahfsnl. 

GEMINI: (May 21 to 
June 21 ) Any new course 
of action you have in mind 
for your success should be 
expanded at this time. Set 
up a schedule of your 
career activities later this 
evening, so that you can 
get eveiything you plan 
completed in the time 
allowed. 

MOON CHILDREN: 
(June 22 to July 21 ) Get a 
plan worked out today 
which can make it easier 
for you to handle responsi- 
bilities which! come in 
your direction. Later this 
evening will be good to go 
out on the town with your 
loved ones far seme fun. 
LEO: (July 22 to August 
21) Try to please your out- 
side fellow associates 
more and thereby you can 
gain their assistance in any % 
career activities which 
come in the days ahead. 
Improve your handling uf 
civic matters and thereby 
you can be calm and 
happy. 

VIRGO: (August 22 to 
September 22) Set up a 
schedule today to utilise 
modem conveniences 
more wisely and make 
your efforts more efficient 
Get better results this way 
and thereby you can gain 
the admiration of those in 
authority who can be quire 
beneficial. 

LIBRA: l September 23 to 
October 22) Get your 
finest talents improved 
today so that you can use 
them more profitably in 
tire days ahead. Later this 
evening will be a good 
time for you to seek out 
fellow associates who 
have ideas to make your 
efforts more successful. & 
SCORPIO: (October 23 ~ 
to November 21) Study 
your home today and see 
what needs improvement, 
so that you can make it 
more comfortable for your 
loved ones and more valu- 
able for the days ahead. 
Later this evening you can 
j be romantic with your 
mate. 

SAGITTARIUS: (Nove- 
mber 22 to December 21 > 
This is a fine day today for 
making phone calls and 
handling correspondence 
which is necessary to your 
career activities. Later this 
evening can be special for 
your mate if you do some- 
thing which he or she will 
appreciate. 

CAPRICORN: (Decem- 
ber 22 to Janu^y 20) Plan 
how to have greater abun- 
dance in the days ahead C- 
and make the effort to 
accomplish any course of 
action you have devised. 
Arrange your budget and 
assets wisely and thereby 
you can have funds for a 
rainy day. 

AQUARIUS: (January 2! 
to Febniaty 19) This'is a 
good day today to get your 
appearance improved, so 
that you present an air of 
success. Dash out socially 
in a regal manner and you 
will get noticed by those in 
authority who can make 
your career activities pros- 
per. . 

PISCES: (February 20 to 
March 20) Get those per- 
sonal duties handled so 

that later today you can o 0 

out with greater confi- 
dence and the stride 0 f 
. success. Later this evening « 
wdl be good to seek out ^ 
ti^comjMny 0 f dQse 

mends and have a eonri 
time together. 

Birtfastpoe of Jamuy-y. 
Garnet - — Pao> n.. ■ ' 
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Will Barbara Hershey’s ‘steppingstone career’ lead to Oscar? 

Rv I vnn FJhow 


■■nial ruU'iN 

y™ ‘^ivud ';■■ *h 

'111 Ml ■" k lV|i 

IS IS Util ItllNlln-v.. . 

"HI HI. H.n in.- , i .7.,'"''^ 

«Iil ihfKtSv SUM,,. ... 11 ■ 

m! Kmum lliiii-'s " ‘ ''' -'ir 
d ni.no ih.«i .nun,,,. 

* tufas' in l.tiois in ’ *' * 

1L1 ; I| ;;^; 

«l> not iv imss . 

ill I.lllL'tim <m ; t »' 

■aiton Him ,i ut.-i , ' 

iv 

Kduiw. \iistliii,-: 
umiNhmy. «n- J.m.i., , 
Hum ailil Os mis- I ; 

fiilllllUlc lit piiiu.il if. v . 
l*o;UHl sis vs iu. i .-.,- nill j|| 

\ \nmun Mihml' 

ficial who sssc.us i,. , lTw .. 

(hat. l ' 

* and should | h , ; ., \ jp J( 

simpl> mu li;i * 
<uul work it. oils uic n- 
1 st a fancy cm. 
it the Joul.llU.lU W.:\ ^ 
IN and litmus .no dw.n^.j,,, 
■loorc . Vs hero hkf 

n siwn from ah. -so m ',n n. 

-lltiil%0(i U’.tMll; 1 111 Iiimj n „ 

e as something w!;ci.- \ Vin 

n is i do 


By Lynn Elber 
The Associated Press 

SANTA MONICA Califor- 
nia — Trace the connection 
between the wicked temp- 
tress of The Natural, the 
stricken lawyer of Beaches 
and shadowy, tragic Ma- 
dame Merle in the new The 
Portrait Of A Lady. 

Barbara Hershey, who 
played those film roles, is 
pleased to provide the an- 
swer none whatsoever, be- 
yond the actress herself. 

A charmingly stubborn 
sort, Hershey has built her 
career on diversity rather 
than star turns, avoiding 
predictable choices that 
might have made her more 

marketable. 

And, perhaps, a bigger 
name. But now, with her 
indelible performance in di- 
rector Jane Campion’s The 
Portrait Of A Lady, based on 
the Henry James novel, 
Hershey is revelling in ac- 
claim and Oscar buzz. 

She already has captured 
best supporting actress hon- 
ours from the Los Angeles 
Film Critics Association and 
been nominated for a Gol- 
den Globe Award — this for 
an actress who freely admits 
to conspiring against her 
own career from the start 

As a 16-y ear-old newcom- 


er featured in the 1 960s tele- 
vision western series The 
Monroes, Hershey says she 
found her character reduced 
to chirping “goodbye, 
Glayt” and “Clayt, you 
came back." 

“At the end of one season, 
1 was writing the network 
under fictitious names, ask- 
ing them to cancel it,” she 
says, letting loose a guilty 
giggle. “And I got my moth- 
er. who was really, really 
proud of me, bless her heart, 
to write in and ask them to 
cancel it. too." 

Goodbye The Monroes, 
hello movies. Variety was 
the goal, she says, the 
chance to Find herself in as 
many different characters as 
possible. Hershey calls up 
an offbeat childhood memo- 
ry as early proof of her 
focus. 

“1 used to do this strange 
thing as a kid where I'd fall 
asleep at night and 1 would 
have seen a photograph in S 
newspaper or mag azin e ... 
And I would imagine that 
face being my face,” she 
says. 

“It makes sense to me. 
now that I know what T want 
as an actor. I'm fascinated 
with people." 

Filmmakers, clearly, find 
fascination in Hershey ’s 
blend of sexual allure and 


intelligence. Although her 
uneven career has included 
such lightweight fare as the 
recent The Pallbearer, she 
has worked repeatedly with 
some of the best directors. 

There are casual refer- 
ences to Marty, Woody and 
Barry. That’s Martin Scor- 
sese. who directed her in 
Boxcar Bertha and The Last 
Temptation Of Christ; Woo- 
dy Allen, with whom she 
appeared in his Hannah And 
Her Sisters, and Barry Le- 
vinson, who directed Her- 
shey in The Natural and Tin 
Men. 

Further proof of Hershey’s 
accomplishments: a best ac- 
tress prize at the Cannes 
Film Festival in 1987 for the 
southern drama Shy People 
and the same honour the fol- 
lowing year for A World 
Apart, set in apartheid 
South Africa. 

“I have what I call a step- 
pingstone career," said 
Hershey. “I’ve done many 
things I'm proud of. It takes 
a long time to do that" 

Perhaps even longer for an 
actress who seems to con- 
sider filmmakin g a team 
effort, not an ego trip. 

“What is that statue of all 
the men holding up the flag, 
raising the > flag at Iwo 
Jima?" she says. “I feel 
moviemaking is like that I 


look at the crew sometimes 
and feel that we’re all work- 
ing together for this goal.” 

Pausing for a sip of black 
coffee in a hotel restaurant. 
Hershey is operating on four 
hours of sleep. She frets 
about sounding unfocused. 

“I’m doing OK, aren’t 17' 
she asks at one point The 
slender brunette matches 
hen easy candour with an 
engaging smile, far re- 
moved from the unsettling, 
manipulative Madame 
Merle. 

(Hershey becomes terse 
and waxy only when conver- 
sation veers toward a fleet- 
ing time in her life when she 
took a flower child-esque 
name, Barbara Seagull. “It's 
a quarter of a century ago," 
she says, exasperated.) 

She is far removed in 
appearance from Portrait as 
well. Hershey subjected 
herself to cosmetic aging tp 
play Merle, the better to 
contrast with star Nicole 
Kidman’s naive younger 
character. 

“We yellowed my teeth 
and made one rotten, very 
subtly. We used white 
makeup, very staik, and 
austere, pulled-back hair. 
And they shot for wrinkles 
instead of shooting away, 
creating them with light and 
makeup." 


She doesn’t regret it, she 
said; the character required 
it. But an actress in her 40s. 
even one who looks envi- 
ably younger than her age, 
can't help feeling a bit un- 
easy in age-obsessed Holly- 
wood. 

“If it were more overt. I 
would have felt better,” Her- 
shey said. “It's a little scary 
actually, because if people 
don't know what I look like 
I’m sure (they think), ‘Wow, 
she’s lived a little.* “ 

Whether that sacrifice 
helps bring an academy 
award * — “I’m trying not to 
think about it. but I don't 
always succeed,’* she said of 
next month's nominations 
— Portrait already has gi- 
ven her the gift of Italy, 
where it was filmed. 

She's takea a a apartment 
in Rome, where she goes to 
study painting when she’s 
not working here. The peo- 
ple’s warmth and the city’s 
energy are the lure, she said. 

“Everyone who knew me 
said I was made for the 
country. Scorsese always 
said I was really Italian, 
which is a supreme compli- 
ment from him. When I was 
doing Portrait, 1 sent him a 
two-word note; ‘I’m 
Italian.'” 



Barbara Hershey 


Drew Barrymore working 
hard and loving it at 21 
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By John Rogers 

The Associated Press 

NEW YORK — If you've 
read the tabloids and fol- 
lowed TV’s gossip shows, 
you know all about Drew 
Barrymore. 

She’s that party-hearty 
vixen who has closed her 
share of bars, flashed her 
breasts at a TV talk show.,, 
host, even ■ once shed- her-;- 
clothes in a Manhattan 
nightclub'. 

So could this really be 



her? This fresh-faced. 

td i\«. lb 

almost fragile-looking 

11 ’li 

young woman, smiling 


demurely and saying shyly, 

\;i \ ft 

“Hi, I’m Drew,” as she 

\K **! 

shakes hands. 
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Indeed it is, and as she 
begins to talk, often pas- 
sionately, of acting and of 
learning all she can about 
making movies, even of one 
day directing, it is easy to 
get the impression that per- 
haps there's a lesson to be 
learned here. It might be 
that if someone is beautiful 
and talented — and 
endowed with youthful exu- 
berance and a good sense of 
humour — it could be best 
not to become too famous 
until you've settled down. 

Barrymore never had that 
chance. She was already a 
veteran actress when she 
became a star, at age 7, as 
the endearing little girl in 
“E.T.: The Extra-Terres- 
trial." The granddaughter of 
legendary actor John Barry- 
more has been in the public 
eye so long now' that it’s 
easy to forget she won’t be 
22 until February. 

So she comes across as 
both a serious artist, talking 
about losing herself in roles, 
and as a slightly nervous 
young woman, prone to 
punctuating serious state- 
ments wiih self-conscious 
giggles. Then there's that 
self-deprecating sense of 
humour, which never seems 
to be far away. 

Barrymore’s career, hot 
and cold since E.T., is hot 
once again. She has two 
films out — Wes Craven's 
Scream, the comic-sus- 
pensefiti sendup of teenage 
horror movies, and Woody 
Allen’s offbeat musical. 
Everyone Says I Love You. 

‘It’s nor at all by design.” 
says Bauymore, dressed 
casually in tan pants and 
gray sweater pulled over a 
white T-shirt. Her porce- 
lain-looking face is free of 
makeup except for dark lip- 
stick. 

4t I actually really am not a 
big fan of when people have 
a tonne of films coming out 
at all at once. I’m like, ‘give 
me a break.”’ she says with 
a laugh. 

But her two latest films 
are so different, she says, 
that she doesn't worry about 
being accused of overload- 
ing 'the public, or of doing 



Actress Drew Barrymore poses as she arrives for the premiere of the movie. Everyone 
Says I Love Yon, in New York on Jan. 9. The film, which opens nationally on Jan. 17, 
is the first musical written and directed by Woody Allen. Barrymore stars in the 
movie which was filmed in New York, Paris, and Venice (Reater photo) 


die same role twice. 

-This is one of the most 
important benefits of this 
job,” she says, leaning for- 
ward in a chair in her Man- 
hattan hotel suite. “You get 
to be creative, you have to 
change your physical de- 
meanor. your physicality, 
your voice, your hair, your 
makeup, your wardrobe, 
your moral beliefs, the way 
you walk. 

“It is not about what it will 
do for your career, how 
much money you will 
make, will you become 
more famous, will people 
like you more." she contin- 
ues. “These are just really 
shallow, shallow, shallow, 
stupid things that don't 
count. ... It’s about enter- 
taining people. And at best 
educating them.” 

And when actors com- 
plain that doing all that is 
hard work? 

“I say (mock shouting.) 
'Hey, you have a character 
— suck it up."'* 

That’s just what she had to 
do in Scream, in which she 
plays a high school student 
stalked by a deranged killer. 

The role has been com- 
pared to that of Janet 
Leigh’s in Psycho, some- 
thing that clearly pleases 
this student of film who 
cites that 1960 .Alfred 
Hitchcock classic as one of 


her favourites. 

“I came to realise while 
doing it how incredibly hard 
it is to act sheer terror, 
fright, horror, screaming, 
crying, hyperventilating, all 
real, for 16 hours a day, 10 
days straight,” she says, her 
voice rising. 

“No lithium pill in the 
world compares to these 
mood swings. I didn't have 
PMs for four month after 
this film, due to the cathar- 
sis I felt from all the tears l 
shed." 

Then she adds, playfully: 
“Hence, this was six months 
ago, so I’m back on track 
now, as they say.” 

Working with Allen was 
equally tough, in part be- 
cause she’d grown up on his 
films, and even now she 
sounds awe-struck talking 
about him. 

“He*s a genius," she says, 
“and he has the best combi- 
nation a human being can 
obtain, humour and intel- 
lect And his consistency in 
filmmaking, I think, is one 
like no other that we have. 

“When it was over," she 
says of the movie, T cried 
on his shoulder and said, 
‘Thank you for believing in 
me.’ You know. I’ve been 
through a strange life, and 
that was one of the greatest 
moments in my life." 

Some of the stranger ones 


have made it into the news, 
of course, something that 
doesn’t sit well with Barry- 
more. who has acknowl- 
edged past struggles with 
drugs and alcohol. 

“I won’t lie to you and say 
that the flip side to our coin, 
of never having any privacy 
and of being publicly judged 
for every move that we make, 
is fun.” she says. “It’s com- 
pletely unfair. Somehow, 
through the media, we’ve for- 
gotten that people are human, 
you know." 

As for what's next, she's 
back at work on a film 
called Home Fries, and has 
another in the works, a ro- 
mantic comedy co-starring 
Adam Sandler. 

As for farther down the 
line, **I really would like to 
direct," she says, growing 
quiet again. 

“I don’t believe I’ 11 be in 
the film that I first direct- 1 
think I would like to do 
some weird, trippy cameo.” 

But there is still plenty of 
time for all that. 

“My birthday is 2-22. 
February 22, so 22 is my 
lucky number,” she muses 
as she says goodbye. “And 
all I have to say is 21 has 
been one of the greatest 
years of my life. 20 and 21. 
And if 22 is my lucky num- 
ber ... I think I’m going to 
have a great, great year.” 


New film on IRA hunger strikers 
slammed as ‘propaganda’ 


By Rory Mulholland 

Agence France Press e 

LONDON — A film 
based on the deaths of 
Bobby Sands and nine 
other Irish Republican 
Army (IRA) hunger- 
strikers opened here 
recently amid claims by 
the rightwing press and 
families of murdered 
British soldiers that it 
was no more than BRA 
propaganda. 

“Some mother’s son" 
is a semi-fictional ac- 
count of the 1981 maze 
prison hungers trikes, 

and was directed by 
Terry George — who 
spent three years in the 
same prison after being 
convicted of possessing 
a gun with intent to 
endanger life. 

George admitted 
when the movie opened 
in Dublin recently that 
it was a “partisan film," 
but said after the gala 
premiere in London’s 
West End last Thursday 
that it ‘promotes dia- 
logue." 

“We always knew it 
would provoke contro- 
versy. The people who 
are in prison are dearly 
bad, they perform vio- 
lent acts throughout the 


film. 

“People take their own 
political baggage to 
movies and come out 
saying what they want 
We hope it will promote 
discussion,*' he told 
reporters. 

“Some mother’s son” 
is a mixture of fact and 
fiction based on the 
hunger strikes in which 
21 Republican prison- 
ers refused food as part 
of a campaign to force 
the British government 
of Margaret Thatcher 
to grant them political 
status. 

The story is told 
through the eyes of two 
of the hunger strikers' 
mothers, one of whom is 
no supporter of her 
son’s politics but is 
slowly driven into the 
nationalist camp by her 
situation ana her 
friendship with the 
other. 

They both face the 
dilemna of whether or 
not to save their sons 
since, once they are 
unconscious, the par- 
ents have the right to 
request medical assis- 
tance to keep the men 
alive. 

The cause, and the 
men themselves, de- 
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film opened recently ii 
the United States, when 


mand that they do not. 

The British characters 
in the film are por- 
trayed as having few 
redeeming features. 
They are “brutal, icy 
oppressors of a heroic, 
if tragically over-zeal- 
ous nationalist move- 
ment," wrote the New 
York Times when the 
in 
iere 

movies about the Irish 
“troubles” are tradi- 
tionally much more 
warmly received than in 
Britain. 

And there is little 
mention in the film of 
the crimes that caused 
the hunger strikers to 
be in prison in the first 
place. 

The Daily Telegraph, a 
conservative broadsheet 
that was one of the 
many voices condemn- 
ing tiie recent biopic on 
Michael Collins, the 
charismatic founder of 
the IRA, slated what it 
called the “rose-tinted 
view of terrorism” that 
it felt was presented in 
"some mother’s son.” 

‘Tor all its concern for 
the mothers of the strik- 
ers, there is no mention 
of Yvonne Dunlop, a 27- 
year-old with three 


sons, who was blown up 
by Thomas Mclhvee, 
the ninth hunger striker 
to die, in 1976," the 
paper wrote. 

It went on to list some 
of the other victims of 
the hunger strikers, and 
quoted Doreen Smith, 
whose policeman hus- 
band was blown up 
when the eighth striker 
was about to die. 

"The hungers! rikers 
had a choice to live or 
die but my husband w as 
not so lucky." she told 
the Telegraph. 

British actress Helen 
Mirren, who plays one 
of mothers, denied at 
the premiere that the 
film was political. “It is 
about family", she said. 

Asked if she sympa- 
thised with the IRA, 
Mirren, 50, said: "It is 
too hard to answer that. 
I feel sympathy for the 
history of Ireland and 
everything that led the 
ERA into existence, 
whether it is new or 30 
years ago... You can't 
deny history and it is 
foolish and ostrich-like 
to put your head in the 
sand. I’m not a political 
person. I’m an artist.” 


Indian actor-writer 
confronts his past in film 


By Ramola Talwar 
The Associated Press 

BOMBAY, India — Under 
the glare of set lights, a 
child tells a man in a wheel- 
chain “You're so short, 
you'll never grow." 

Bombay-born writer 
Firdaus Kanga. who plays 
himself in the film based on 
his autobiographical novel 
Trying To Grow, said he 
found such scenes painful ar 
times, but cathartic. 

“It was quite good to be 
able to enact these things 
outside myself so it wasn’t 
Firdaus saying these things. 
It was a wonderful freeing 
experience,’’ he said in an 
interview on the Bombay 
set. 

After six weeks of studio 
shoots in London and loca- 
tion filming in Bombay, the 
film Trying To Grow will be 
ready for die festival circuit 
next summer. 

As a child in India, his 
family was afraid to hug 
him for fear of crushing his 
bones, which were “like bis- 
cuits," Kanga said- He was 
once fed powdered pearls 
by a holy man in an attempt 


to strengthen brittle bones 
caused by the condition 
osteogenesis imperfecta. 

The hardest-hit victims of 
the genetic disease die ar 
birth or soon afterward. 
Others can lead relatively 
normal lives, though they 
are generally short. Kanga, 
37, has never been able to 
walk, and grew to only 1.2 
.meters tall. 

Kanga said his family 
tried to make him feel nor- 
mal, with the result that “I 
would quite often be sur- 
prised when I looked at 
myself in the mirror.” 

Other children were often 
startled by his appearance, 
with his large head over- 
shadowing a frail body and 
tiny legs. 

"I felt quite threatened by 
children for a very long 
time because of their hon- 
esty,” he said, his com- 
pelling black eyes flashing 
at the memory. “Of course, 
a child is completely inno- 
cent. If there is any blame, it 
should be on the way the 
child is brought up.” 

His film goes beyond 
tackling misconceptions 
about the disabled and 


explores Kanga’s awareness 
of his own homosexuality. 
The disabled are not Mar- 
tians, he said after wrapping 
up filming in Bombay. 

“Disability is always 
frightening to other people 
if they are not familiar with 
iL But the film's not a dis- 
ability Film. It’s about some- 
one who had an unusual 
childhood, looking back on 
it and celebrating it," he 
said. 

The attitude toward 
homosexuality in India has 
changed since Kanga left 
for Britain seven years ago. 
But he feels that apart from 
in cities like Bombay and 
London, people aren't pre- 
pared to accept homosexu- 
als as ordinary. 

“The real question is how 
is the homosexual postman 
going to be treated or the 
homosexual policeman? 
What are their lives?’ he 
asks. 

Kanga, who lives in Lon- 
don, is writing a sequel in 
which he has "more adven- 
tures in India and Britain 
planned for his protagonist 
BriL But he interrupted 
writing for a stint as an 


actor in his movie. 

“I had to separate myself 
from the writer when I was 
acting because it is so indi- 
vidual. J could not borrow 
from the writer’s fount 
when acting.” he said. 

The cast includes actors 
from India and Britain. The 
one and a half hour film is 
produced by BBC films, the 
British Film Institute and 
the Arts Council of Great 
Britain. 

Kanga is nursing the idea 
of making a film on Asian 
families in Britain. 

"Indians wear their lives 
on the outside ' and the 
British live their lives 
behind curtains. It ha-» it* 
advantages, bul it's like liv- 
ing in a book." he said. 

His debut film has cap- 
tured Kanga s imagination. 
But though he would like to 
act some more, he is well 
aware of the pitfalls. 

“I w’ould love to act if it 
was a real role, not for 
someone who needed dis- 
abled actors. That son of 
tokenism does not interest 
me.” he said. 
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First publicly funded natural medicine clinic in U.S. * i’k u ii * 

, j tu* ir rmtinn have ranged from I M- 


By Linda Ashton 

The Associated Press 
KENT. Was hi n ton — Geor- 
gy Gazhenko has suffered 
From chronic back and leg 
pain for nearly a quarter- 
century, the legacy of years 
of har'd labour on a Soviet 
farm collective. 

In both his native Ukraine 
and the United States, 
where he has lived for five 
years. Mr. Gazhenko tried 
— with minimal results — a 
number of painkilling med- 
ications. injections and 
physical therapy. He began 
to believe back surgery* was 
his only option. 

“1 w desperate,” Mr. 
Gazhenko says through an 
interpreter. “1* had a lot of 
pain. I could not stand for 
10 minutes." 

However, even surgery 
carries no guarameesr so 
Mr. Gazhenko sought an al- 
ternative at the King County 


Natural Medicine Clinic at 
the Kent Community Health 
Centre in this community 
between Seattle and Taco- 
ma. 

In selecting the clinic, Mr. 
Gazhenko became part of an 
experiment in health-care 
delivery that locals hope 
will make Kent the “natural 
medicine” capital of the 
world. 

“We want people to see 
that natural medicine works, 
that it’s cost-effective,” said 
Mark B resnick, project ma- 
nager for the clinic. 

The county clinic, which 
opened in November, is the 
nation's first publicly fund- 
ed natural medicine clinic, 
he said. 

Its mission is to provide a 
combination of convention- 
al Western medicine and 
natural alternatives to low- 
income. immigrant and re- 
fugee populations, said Dr. 


Bresnick, who also is direc- 
tor of BastjT University's 
natural health clinic in 
Seattle. 

Bastyr, an accredited nat- 
ural medicine university, is 
leading the two-year, SI. 2 
million project here in col- 
laboration with the private, 
non-profit Community 
Health Centres of King 
County, which is the Kent 
clinic’s parent group, and 
the Statistics and 
Epidemiology Research 
Corp.. which is evaluating 
the programme. 

The Seartle-King County 
Department of Public 
Health is providing the pub- 
lic funding for the project, 
which includes $750,000 in 
startup money from the 
state. The community health 
centres of King County’s six 
community health centres 
provide referrals to the nat- 
ural medicine clinic. 


The waiting room in the 
Kent Health Centre, which 
is open to everyone, can be 
like a tiny United Nations. 
There are patients from 
Russia. Ukraine, Mexico, 
Bulgaria. Vietnam, Korea, 
Thailand, Somalia and other 
countries, receptionist Ro- 
bin Karrick said. 

Gazhenko is here to see 
Augusto Romano, a li- 
censed acupuncturist origi- 
nally from Italy. 

Stripped down to his 
shorts. Mr. Gazhenko 
stretches out oq his stomach 
atop a padded massage ta- 
ble. Mr. Romano deftly ea- 
ses several acupuncture nee- 
dles into Gazhenko’ s back 
for pain relief. Then he pla- 
ces small cups over the nee- 
dles to create suction on the 
back and draw out toxins. 
After several minutes, be 
removes the needles and' 
cups and ends the session 


Where does it hurt? Location of 
mutation determines cancer gene ’s effect 


By Matt Crenson 
The Associated Press 


NEW YORK — The dis- 
ease-causing effects of a 
recently discovered 
breast cancer gene de- 
pend on where the* gene 
is mutated, British sci- 
entists have found. 

The researchers 

showed that mutations 
toward the middle of the 
BRCA2 gene, discov- 
ered in 19V5, predispose 
a woman more to ovari- 
an than breast cancer. ■ % 

That finding could 
help refine genetic tests, 
making them better pre- 
dictors of whether a wo- 
man with a family histo- 
ry of breast cancer will 
get the disease. 

“Clinically, it's possi- 
ble that it could be a 
very important Finding,’’ 
said Simon Gayther, a 
research scientist at 
Addenbreake?s-Hospital< 
in Cambridge, England. 

Dr. Gayther and seven 
colleagues identified 22 


BRCA2 mutations 
among 25 families with 
histones of breast or 
ovarian cancer. When 
they looked at the specif- 
ic location of each muta- 
tion within the gene, 
they found that damage 
near the ends of the gene 
tended to cause breast 
cancer. 

But damage in a region 
near the middle of the 
gene caused more ovari- 
an than breast cancers. 

“This observation may 
ultimately be important 
in the counselling of 
women at risk of cancer 
due to BRCA2” Dr. 
Gayther and his col- 
leagues write in a paper 
describing their work. 
They report their results 
in the January issue of 
nature genetics. 

“It’s certainly interest- 
ing and hopefully will 
open up some new 
doors, because right 
now it’s really difficult 
to figure out what’s go- 


Futreal, a professor at 
the Duke University Me- 
dical Centre in Durham, 
North Carolina. 

In previous studies, Dr. 
Gayther and his col- 
leagues found a s imil ar 
effect in the BRCA1 
gene, also linked to 
breast and ovarian can- 
cer. Although inherited 
genes are not the pre- 
dominant cause of 
breast cancer, account- 
ing for only 5 per cent to 
10 per cent of all cases, 
they may hold clues to 
how the disease develops 
generally. 

In one set of families 
that the researchers stu- 
died, those with muta- 
tions in the middle part 
of the BRCA2 gene were 
more prone to ovarian 
than breast cancer. Mu- 
tations in the middle 


§ art of the gene pro- 
uced 23 ovarian can- 


middle region, there 
were 91 breast cancers 
and only one ovarian 
cancer. Another group 
of families produced a 
similar result. 

Scientists don’t know 
yet how the effect is pro- 
duced. Mutations in the 
middle of the BRCA2 
gene could increase the 
risk of ovarian cancer, 
decrease breast cancer 
risk, or do both at once. 

It will probably take 
years to figure that out, 
Gayther said, as resear- 
chers try to determine 
what the BRCA2 gene 
does and how it increas- 
es cancer risk. 

“At the moment, 
there’s absolutely noth- 
ing known about the 
function of BRCA2,” 
Gayther said. “In the 


mg on,” said Andrew 


duced 23 ovarian can- 
cers, compared to > 18 
breast cancers. 

But among those with 
mutations outside the 


emL it’s just a question 
ofpiecmg all these bits 
of information together 
and trying to find the 
whole story.” 
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Lul Week’s Cryptograms 

1. Old mi with truckload of beans makos good offer to 
younK farm boy for bis father’s cows. 

2- Csjun says any bayou critter. If it awims, jumps or slithers, 
will be great for gumbo. Put It in the pot! 

3. Miami zoolceepers locked up flamingos in restrooms during 
hurricane. Kept them from going to Os! 

4. You shoold always try to seek haven for from mad knaves 
with knives. 


CRYPTOGRAMS 


l.LI NZGLT Y LGN MPE PE CRZGPBKZICH PE 
ACTE, ZAM VLV ACT PRO GEN ATE H LUG 
HARK GRACKZ NA OaROCLUG? — By Ed HnUlnwi 


2.MIY YRVL’ OZL‘ AW IVU ZKWJZYUO ZK 
OVl'WW WLRJW B Z A L ALVL’U-BIC YZVVRVW 
ALIK ZK IRC UREAHY'W RM.MZEL. 

— By Barham J. Rsgg 


SOLUTIONS OF LAST WEEK’S PUZZLE 


il.WNHOKP DOZ L'N ROMA ZN 5PERY GOUEK 
EK ATAWLZUL UUGM SKUEG UDAL T.H' 
OWNSKZ UN EKTAKL'EKY EUnCEOK. 

— By HX. Doyle 
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4. THROWN FROWN NROWDD 1IRT IPKDO LO 
k B D KIC CROW PIG liDKF BLOWN BIOWN- 
( KO*S, — By Prank V. Solfl 


with some light massage. 

“The way I work is sys- 
temic,” Mr. Romano said. 
“The goal is to teach the bo- 
dy balance, to get better cir- 
culation and produce endor- 
phins.” 

He sends Mr. Gazhenko 
home with some Chinese 
herbs to help him sleep. 

Mr. Gazhenko, 59, isn’t 
cured after five visits with 
Mr. Romano. But his pain 
has been significantly re- 
duced, and he no longer 
needs a cane to walk. 

“People choose natural 
medicine for many rea- 
sons.” said Dr. Cindy Breed, 
a naturopath who works at 
the clinic and also has a pri- 
vate practice. “Some people 
want to address things in a 
natural way before turning 
to drugs and surgery.” 

Staff at the six family- 
practice health centres have 
-identified certain ailm ents 


that must receive conven- 
tional primary care, includ- 
ing stroke, acute hyperten- 
sion, bone fractures, prena- 
tal care, and newborn and 
infant care through two 
months. 

At the same time, the cen- 
tres suggest patients consid- 
er a naturopathic consulta- 
tion for such conditions as 
ear infections, food aller- 
gies, migraines, asthma, 
premenstrual syndrome, en- 
larged prostate and ulcers. 

‘Tn some instances, one is 
better than the other.” Dr. 
Breed said. “Sometimes 
people need surgery, but in 
all cases natural remedies 
can be supportive.” 

There is plenty of room 
for both conventional medi- 
cine and natural medicine in 
die healing aits, said 
Merrily Mantbey, a stress- 
management consultant and 
a member of the city task 


force that helped secure the 
natural medicine clinic for 
Kent. 

Although still in its infan- 
cy, the clinic is expected to 
be popular with patients. A 
health-centres survey 
showed 60 per cent of pa- 
tients were interested in nat- 
ural medicine options. 

In addition to offering 
health-care choices that are 
rarely available to the poor, 
the clinic is an experiment 
for doctors. 

One factor that will be 
evaluated after two years is 
the extent to which natural 
therapies are adopted by 
conventionally trained 
physicians, said Dr. Marty 
Ross, medical directoV of 
the community health Cen- 
tres of King County and a 
member of the Kent Health 
Centre staff. 

These doctors’ responses 
to the natural-medicine clin- 


ic option have ranged from 
“excitement to upset” he 

said. . 

Ross himself is enthusias- 
tic. saying “we can all learn 
from each other." 

The American Medical 
Association (AMA) is open 
but skeptical to the subject 
of alternative therapies, said 
its president Daniel John- 
son, a diagnostic radiologist 
in a New Orleans subuito. 

The AMA supports federal 
research into the science of 
natural medicine. Doctors 
want what is most effective 
for their patients, whether it’s 
ancient or high-tech, he said. 

“Rather than take any kind 
of pejorative position, we 
support accumulating good 
information about what 
works best. That applies as 
much to alternative treat- 
ments as it does to main- 
stream medicine.” Dr. 
Johnson said. 


Pill ‘effective’ in treating impotence 


By Gene Emery 
Reuter 


BOSTON — A newly ap- 
proved technique that in- 
volves inserting medicine 
through the tip of the penis 
was found to be an effective 
treatment for impotence, a 
new study in the New Eng- 
land Journal of Medicine 
said. 

Sixty-five per cent of the 
men who were treated with 
the drug Alprostadil 
achieved an erection suffi- 
cient for intercouse com- 
pared to 19 per cent who 
were given placebo pellets 
to insert. 

One third of the men gi- 
ven a pellet of the drug Al- 
prostadil failed to produce 
an erection. 

An estimated 10 million 
to 20 milli on American men 
suffer from impotence be- 
cause they cannot get or 
sustain an erection. 

The problem often lies 


with the small blood vessels 
leading out of the penis, 
which lose their ability to 
constrict and trap blood in 
the spongy tissue known as 
the corpus cavemosum. The 
trapped blood gives the pe- 
nis its rigidity. 

There are already several 
established treatments for 
impotence. 

Vacuum pump devices 
draw extra blood into the 
organ and trap it there. 
Drugs can be injected into 
the penis, gradually produc- 
ing an erection that lasts 30 
to 60 minutes. Doctors can 
also implant a bendable rod 
or a cylinder that can be 
filled with fluid. 

All have drawbacks and 
potential side effects, which 
is why doctors have contin- 
ued to explore new tech- 
niques. 

The latest technique, 
known as the muse system, 
was approved last fall by 
the U.S. Food and Drug Ad- 


ministration. Muse, made 
by Vivus Inc. Vvus.O in 
Menlo Park, California, re- 
quires a special disposable 
device for getting the drug 
inside the tube used for uri- 
nation. 

A pellet of Alprostadil 
goes into the tip of the de- 
vice. Then the tip and the 
stem are inserted into the 
opening of the penis. At that 
point, a button releases the 
pellet 

For the newly released 
tests, a team led by Dr. Ha- 
rm Padma-Nathan of the 
University of Southern Ca- 
lifornia in Los Angeles gave 
various doses of the drug to 
the 1,511 volunteers to see 
which concentration of Al- 
prostadil worked best 

Among 996 of the men, 
doses ap to one milli- 
gr amm e produced an erec- 
tion. Those men were sent 
home with the Muse device 
and pellets containing either 
the drug or a placebo. All 


were asked to keep diaries 
of their sexual activity to 
determine the effectiveness 
of the treatment 

The number of men re- 
porting that they were able 
to have sex over the next 
three months was 3 1/2 
times higher in the Alpro- 
stadil group. 

In addition 64 per cent of 
the Alprostadil recipients 
reported having at least one 
orgasm compared with 23.6 
of the placebo recipients. 

There were some side ef- 
fects to the treatment. A lit- 
tle more than one third of 
the men reported pain when 
the drug was initially tested 
on them during the clinic 
and when they tried it at 
home. But only 2.4 per cent 
of the men dropped out of 
the study because of it 

In some cases the drug 
lowered the man’s blood 
pressure, with dizziness 
occumng in 2 per cent of 
the cases. 


Grapes may have, cancer-fighting substance 

h. r* ■ ”!.! V. VT ... ...... O ° .... L . , 


By Joanne Kenen 
Reuter 


WASHINGTON — A 
worldwide search for plants 
that may have cancer-fight- 
ing powers has found a 
promising compound in the 
ordinary grape. 

But U.S. researchers, 
whose findings appear in 
the latest edition of the jour- 
nal Science, cautioned that 
their studies on mice and 
cell cultures were prelimi- 
nary and more work was 
needed to learn whether the 
substance called rcsvcratrol 
would help prevent or treat 
cancer in humans. 

“It's a very early observa- 
tion but it's exciting that we 
found this compound,” John 
Pezzuto. a pharmaceutical 
scientist at the University of 
Illinois at Chicago, said by 
telephone. “It has multiple 
modes of action, inhibiting 
(cancer growth) at a lot of 
different stages, 'which is 
unusual.” 

His experiments showed 


- ^ :: r i; • *.r 

^harifesvorhtrai/tjan. inhibit 
tumour formation at three 
stages — the initiation of 
DNA damage in a cell, a 
cell’s transformation into a 
cancer cell and foe growth 
and spread of a tumour. 

“It's a promising finding, 
and it needs to be fol- 
lowed." said Dr. Peter 
Greenwald, head of cancer 
prevention research at foe 
National Cancer Institute, 
which has helped fond 
Pezzuto and other scientists 
who are analysing hundreds 
of plants from all over foe 
world for possible cancer- 
fighting properties. 

Studying a Peruvian 
legume called cassia quin- 
quangulata. Dr. Pezzuto's 
team identified resveratrol, 
which they later learned is 
also found in grapes, partic- 
ularly red grapes, and grape 
products, including wine. It 
is also found in peanuts, 
mulberries and several 
dozen other plants. 

That is not a recommen- 
dation to gobble down bun- 


■ai^of^kJrbf’gtizzae' un- 
healthy amounts of wine, tie 
said. But it does pave foe 
way for future research to 
see whether doses of resver- 
atrol could be used as a 
dietary supplement for peo- 
ple in high-risk populations 
to limit their chances of get- 
ting cancer or perhaps even 
to treat cancers. 

Scientists know that a diet 
rich in fruits, vegetables and 
grains is healthier than a 
high-fat diet, but foe goal of 
“cheraoprevention” re- 
search such as Dri Pezzuto’s 
is to identify specific anti- 
cancer ingredients in plants 
and see if they can be devel- 
oped into therapies or pre- 
vention tools. 

“We have two broad app- 
roaches to preventing can- 
cer. One is public health — 
don’t smoke, eat a healthy 
diet, get some exercise,” 
said Greenwald. 

“The other is trying to 
lower individuals' risk,” he 
added. “And that means 
seeking compounds that can 


be used 1 1 aWiosr - therapeuti- 
cally to prevent cancer.” 

Certain anti-inflammatory 
properties of resveratrol 
made it particularly promis- 
ing for colon cancer preven- 
tion, Dr. Pezzuto said. Res- 
veratrol is found in common 
foods so it is safe but re- 
searchers must rule out tox- 
icity or side effects in larger 
doses. 

Because it is a simple mo- 
lecule, it should be relative- 
ly easy to make a dietary 
supplement like a vitamin 
pill out of it. Eventually it 
might be possible to breed 
grapes with high resveratrol 
levels. 

Dr. Pezzuto's project, 
which is scheduled to go on 
at least a few more years, 
has also found some promi- 
sing substances in broccoli 
and other cruciferous veg- 
etables as well as an African 
plant that is probably too 
toxic to be taken as a cancer 
preventative but might be 
useful in chemotherapy. 


Too much fruit juice makes kids fat. study says 

oitto a /n\ 4.1 _ _ _ * 


CHICAGO (R) — Children 
aged 2 to 5 years who drank 
more than 12 ounces (354 
ml) of fruit juice a day tend- 
ed to be shorter and fatter 
than children with more bal- 
anced diets, a study pub- 
lished Monday said. 

‘ Researchers £r$m the 
L Bassett Research Institute in 
Coopers town, New York, 
~ studied foe diets and growth 
r rates of 225 children from 


foe two age groups, and 
found 19 children con- 
sumed large amounts of 
fruit juice. 

On average, foe mostly 
white children in foe study 
consumed six ounces (177 
ml) of juice per day. 

Of foe 19 heavy juice 
drinkers, eight were bet- 
ween one and two inches 
(2.5-5 cm) shorter than foe 
average, and 10 were in foe 


upper quartiie in terms of 
weighL 

Milk consumption rt was 
not found to be a factor in 
either stature or weight, 
researcher Barbara Denni- 
son wrote in foe journal 
Pediatrics. 

She said children and par- 
ents will often choose juice 
-» children because it is 
sweet and adults because it 
has a healthy image. 


PUZZLES 


ANSWERS 

1. Juan de la Cierva. 


But the American Aca- 
demy of Pediatrics has rec- 
ommended to parents to not 
routinely serve young chil- 
dren juice in infant bottles. 
The group also warned that 
some sugars present primar- 
ily in apple and pear jnice 
can result in chronic diar- 
rhoea. abdominal pain or 
bloating. 
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L (A) BAR-BE-CUE BAT-TE-RED BIT-IN-GLY 
BAD-IN-AGE GIN-GE-RLY 


2. No, but he made foe first 
ocean. 


solo flight across that 


(B) BUN-GL-ERS LIS-TE-NER MAR-CH-ING 3. When opened it has an 
MAT-TR-ESS PAR-DO-NED ^ 11 bas 3,1 “mbreUa spread of 24 feet. 
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STA-IR-WAY WAT-CH-ERS S trance. 
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. 903 > and foe flight lasted twelve seconds. 

6. Dr. Hugo Eckener. 
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Full text of Hebron agreement and related documents 


Following is the full text of the Israeli-Palestinian agreement initialled on Jan. 15, 1997 and accompanying docu- 
ments and a map which are all integral part of the accord l These were provided on the Internet by the government 
of Israel 

Text of U.S. letter to the prime minister of Israel 
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Protocol Concerning the 
Redeployment in Hebron (as ini- 
tialled on January 15, 1997) 

IN ACCORDANCE with the 
provisions of the Interim Agree- 
ment and in particular of Article 
VII of Annex 2 to the Interim 
Agreement, bod) parties have 
agreed cm this Protocol for the 
implementation of die redeploy- 
ment in Hebron. 

Security Arrangements Reg- 
arding Redeployment in 
Hebron 

L Redeployment in Hebron 

The redeployment of Israeli 
Military Forces in Hebron will 
be carried out in accordance with 
[he Interim Agreement and this 
Protocol. This redeployment will, 
be completed not later than ten 
days from the signing of this 
Protocol. Dining these ten days 
both sides will exert every possi- 
ble effort to prevent friction and 
any action that would prevent the 
redeployment This redeploy- 
ment shall constitute full imple- 
mentation of the provisions of 
die Interim Agreement with 
regard to the City of Hebron 
unless otherwise provided for in 
Article VII of Annex I to the 
Interim Agreement. 

2. Security Powers and 
Responsibilities 

a. I. The Palestinian police 
will assume responsibilities in 
Area H-l similar to those in 
other cities in the West Bank; 
and 

2. Israel will retain all powers 
and responsibilities for internal 
security and public order in Area 
H-Z In addition, Israel will con- 
tinue to cany the responsibility 
for overall security of Israelis. 

b. In this context — both sides 
reaffirm their commitment to 
honor die relevant security pro- 
visions of the Interim Agree- 
ment, including thepro visions 


caied on the attached map. 

e. The Palestinian and Israeli 
side of the Joint Mobile Units in 
the City of Hebron will be armed 
with equivalent types of 
weapons (Mini-Ingr aham sub- 
machine guns for the Palestinian 
side and short M16s for the 
Israeli side). 

f. With a view to dealing with 
the special security situation in 
the City of Hebron, a Joint Coor- 
dination Centre (hereinafter tbs 
“JCG”) headed by senior officers 
of both sides, will be established 
in the DCO at Har ManoaMabel 

Manoafr The purpose of the JCC 
will be to coordinate the joint 
security measures in die CSty of 
Hebron. The ICC will be guided 
by all the relevant provisions of 
the Interim Agreement, includ- 
ing Annex I and this Protocol ing 
this context, each side will notify 
the JCC of demonstrations and 
actions taken in respect of such 
demonstrations, and of any secu- 
rity activity, close to the areas 
under the responsibility of the 
other side, including in the area 
defined in Article 3(a) above. 
The JCC shall be informed of 
activities in accordance with 
Article 5(dX3) of tins Protocol 

5. The Palestinian Police 

a. Palestinian police stations or 
posts will be established in Area 
H-l, manned by a total of up to 
400 policemen, equipped with 
20 vehicles and aimed with 200 
pistols, and 100 rifles for the pro- 
tection of the police stations. 

b. Four designated Rapid 
Response Teams (RRTs) will be 
established and stationed in Area 
H-l, (me in each of the police 
stations, as delineated on the 
attached map. The mam task of 
the RRTs will be to handle spe- 
cial security cases. Each RRT 
shall be comprised of up to 16 
members. 

c. The above mentioned rifles 
will be designated for die exclu- 
sive use of die RRTk, to handle 


(Letter to be provided by U& Secretary of 
State Christopher to Benyamin Netanyahu at 
the time of signing ofthe Hebron ProtoeoD 

Dear Mr. Prune Minister, 

I WANTED PERSONALLY to congratulate 
you on die successful conclusion of the “Proto- 
col Concerning the Redeployment in Hebron.” It 
represents an important step forward in the Oslo 
peace process and reaffirms my conviction that a 
just and lasting peace will be established 
between Israelis and Palestinians in the very near 
future. 

In this connection. I can assure you that it 
remains die policy of die United States to sup- 
port and promote full implementation of the 
Interim Agreement in all of its pans. We intend 
to continue our efforts to help ensure lhar all out- 
standing commitments are carried out tty both 
parties in a cooperative spirit and on die basis of 
reciprocity. 

As part of this process. I have impressed upon 
Chairman Arafat die imperative need for the 
Palestinian Authority to make every effort to 
ensure public order and internal security within 
fee West Bank and Gaza Strip. I have stressed to 
him feat effectively carrying out this major 
responsibility will be a critical foundation for 
completing im plmywatipn of the Interim 


Agreement, as well as the peace process as a 
whole. 

I wanted you to know that, in this context, I 
have advised Chairman Arafat of U.S. views on 
Israel’s process of redeploying its fences, desig- 
nating specified military locations and transfer- 
ring additional powers and responsibilities to die 
Palestinian Authority. In this regard, I have con- 
veyed our belief, that die first phase of further 
redeployments should take place as soon as pos- 
sible, and that all three phases of the further rede- 
ployments should be completed within twelve 
months from die implementation of the first 
phase of the further redeployments but not later 
than mid- 1998. 

Mr. Prime Minister, you can be assured that the 
United States' commitment to Israel's security is 
ironclad and constitutes the fundamental corner- 
stone of our "special relationship. The key de- 
ment in our approach to peace, including the 
negotiation and implementation of agreements 
between Israel and its Arab partners, has always 
been a recognition of Israel’s security require- 
ments. Moreover; a hallmark of U.S. policy 
remains our commitment to work cooperatively 
to seek to meet the security needs that Israel 
identifies. Finally, I would like to reiterate our 
position that Israel is entitled to secure and 
defensible borders, which should be directly 
negotiated and a g reed with its neighbours. 
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uSWfiotxsujAnsreetnenis for ^^jgscifllfi V. 
Security and Public Order (Aiti- ' 

Agree* 

mart); Prevention of Hostile 
Acts (Article XV of the Interim 
Agreement); Security Policy for 
the Prevention erf Terrorism and 
Violence (Article II of Annex I to 
the Interim Agreement); Guide- 
lines for Hebron (Article VII of 
Annex F to the Interim Agree- 
ment); and Rules of Conduct in 
Mutual Security Matters (Article 
XI of Annex l to the Interim 
Agreement). 

3l Agreed Security Arrange- 
ments 

a. With a view to' ensuring 
mutual security and stability in 
the City of Hebron, special secu- 
rity arrangements will apply 
adjacent to the areas under the 
security responsibility of Israel 
in Area H-l, in the area between 
the Palestinian police check- 
points delineated on the map 
attached to this Protocol as 
Appendix 1 (hereinafter referred 
to as “the attached map”) and fee 
areas under the security respon- 
sibility of IsraeL 

b. The purpose of the above 
mentioned cbirckpoinis will be to 
enable rite Palestinian Police, 
exercising their responsibilities 
under the Interim Agreement, to 
prevent entry of armed persons 
and demonstrators or other peo- 


The two leaders met on Jan. 
15, 1997, in the presence of 
the U.S. special Middle East 
coordinator. They requested 
him to prepare this 

Note for the Record to 
summarise what they agreed 
upon at thear meeting. 

Mutual Undertakings 

The two leaders agreed that 
the Oslo peace process must 
move forward to succeed- Both 
parties to fee Interim Agree- 
ment have concerns and oblig- 
ations! Accordingly, the two 
leaders reaffirmed their com- 
mitment to implement fee 


The first phase of timber 
redeployments wfll be carried 
out during the first week of 
March. 

2. Prisoner release issues 

Prisoner release issues will 

be dealt wife in accordance 
wife die interim' agreement's 
provisions and procedures, 
inducting Annex VIL 

Issues for Negotiation 

3. Outstanding Interim 
Agreement issues 

Negotiations on the follow- 
ing outstanding issues from the 
Interim Agreement will be 
immediately resumed. Negoti- 
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c. As parr of the security 
anangements in the area adja- 
cent io the areas under die secu- 
rity responsibility of Israel as 
defined above. Joint Mobile 
Units will be operating in this 
area, with special focus on fee 
following places; 

l.AbuSneinah 

ZHaraiA-Sbeflfe 

3. Sha'aba 

4. The high ground over- 
*°oking new Route No. 35. 

d- Two Joint Patrols will func- 
tion in Area H-l: 
la. Joint Patrol which will 
operate on the road from Ras e- 
kra to the north of the Dura 
inaction via E-Salaam Road, os 
UJ dicated chi the attached map; 
and 

2a John Patrol which will 
operate (Hi ousting Route No. 
35. including the eastern part of 
exi sting Route No. 35, as indi- 


.nr-d-'L- The. Palestinian Police 

shall operate freely in Area H-l. 

Z Activities of the RRTs 
armed wife rifles in the Agreed 
Adjacent Area, as defined in 
Appendix 2, shall require the 
agreement of the JCG 

3. The RRTs will use the rifles 
in fee rest of Area H-l to fulfil 
their above mentioned tasks. 

e. The Palestinian Police will 
ensure that all Palestinian police- 
men, prior to their deployment in 
the City of Hebron, will pass a 
security check in order to verify 
their suitability for service, tak- 
ing into account the sensitivity of 
fee area. 

6. Holy Sites 

a. Paragraphs 2 and 3(a) of 
Article 32 of Appendix 1 to 
Annex ID of the Interim Agree- 
ment will be applicable to fee 
following Holy Sites in Area H- 
J: 

1. The Cave of Otiinid Ben 
Knaz/EkKhalil; 

2. Etonei Mamrc/Haram Er- 
Rameh; 

3. Eshel Avraham/Balotat 
Ibrahim: and 

4. Maayan Sarah/Ein Sarah. 

b. The Palestinian Police will 
be responsible for the protection 

- of the above Jewish Holy Sites. 
Without derogating from fee 
above responsibility of the Pales- 
tinian Police, visits to fee above 
Holy Sites by worshippers or 
other visitors shall be accompa- 
nied by a Joint Mobile Unit, 
which wffl ensure Jree, unimped- 
ed and secure access co the Holy 
Sites, as well as their peaceful 
use. 

7. Normalisation of life in 
tbeOktOty 

a. Both sides reiterate their 
commitment to maintain normal 
life throughout fee City of 
Hebron and to prevent any 
provocation or friction feat may 
affect fee normal life in the city. 

b. In this context, both sides 
are committed to take all steps 
and measures necessary for fee 
normalisation of life in Hebron, 
including; 

1. The wholesale market — 

Hasbahe — will be opened as a 

retail market in which goods will 
be sold directly to consumers 
from within the existing shops. 

1 The movement of vehicles 
on the Shuhada Road will be 
gradually returned, within 4 
months, to fee same situation 
which existed prior to February 
1994. 

8-TheImara 


. interim- AgmenKmorahc basis»-w Aricas o& feese*issnes will be 
of reciprocity andjn this con- conducted in parallel: 


' text' coaveyfed'thc 'foflowifig 
undertakings to each other 

Israeli Responsibilities 

The Israeli side reaffirms its 
commitments to fee following 
measures and principles in 
accordance wife the Interim 
Agreement: 

Issues for implementation 

1. Further redeployment 


a. Safe passage 

b. Gaza airport 

c. Gaza port 

d. Passages 

e. Economic, financial civil- 
ian and security issues 

f. People-to-people 

4. Permanent status negotia- 
tions 

Permanent status negotia- 
tions will be resumed within 
two monihs after implementa- 
tion of the Hebron Protocol. 


The Palestinian sick: reaf- 
firms its commitments to the 
following measures and princi- 
ples in accordance wife the 
Interim Agreement: 

1. Complete the process of 
revising the Palestinian 
National Charter 

2. Fighting terror and pre- 
venting violence 

a. Strengthening security 
cooperation 

b. Preventing incitement and 
hostile propaganda, as speci- 
fied in Article XXII of the 
Interim Agreement 

c. Combat systematical^ 
and effectively terrorist organi- 
sations and infrastructure 

d. Apprehension, prosecu- 
tion and punishment of terror- 
ists 

e. Requests for transfer of 
suspects ami defendants wiD 
be acted upon in accordance 
with Article D(7Xf) of Annex 
IV to the Interim Agreement 

f. Confiscation of illegal 
firearms 

3. Size of Palestinian police 
will be pursuant to (be Interim 
Agreement. 


The Imara wfll be turned over 
to fee Palestinian side upon the 
completion of fee redeployment 
and wfll become the headquar- 
ters of fee Palestinian Police in 
the City of Hebron. 

9. City of Hebron 

Both sides reiterate their com- 
mitment to fee unity of fee City 
of Hebron, and their understand- 
ing feat fee division of security 
responsibility will not divide the 
city. In this context, and without 
derogating from the security 
powers and responsibilities of 
either side, both sides share the 
mutual goal feat movement of 
people, goods and vehicles with- 
in and in and out of the chy will 
be smooth and normal without 
obstacles or barriers. 





10. Transfer of Ovfl Powers 
and Responsibilities 

a. The transfer of dvfl powers 
and responsibilities dial have yet 
to be transferred to the Palestin- 
ian side in fee city of Hebron (12 
spheres) in accordance wife Arti- 
cle VII of Annex I to fee Interim 
Agreement shall be conducted 
concurrently wife the beginning 
of the redeployment of Israeli 
military forces in Hebron. 

b. In Area H-2, fee civil pow- 
ers and responsibilities wfll be 
transferred to the Pale st i n ia n 
ride, except for those relating to 
Is raelis and their property, which 
shall continue to be exercised by 
the Israeli Militar y Government. 

. H Planning. Zoning and 
Budding 

a. The two patties are equally 
committed to preserve and pro- 
tect fee historic character of the 
city in a way winch does not 
harm or change that character in 
any part of the city. 

b. The Palestinian side has 
informed fee Israeli side that in 
exercising its powers and 
responsibilities, taking into 


account the existing municipal 
regulations, it has undertaken to 
implement fee following provi- 
sions: 

1. Proposed construction of 
buildings above two floors (6 
metres) within 50 metres of the 
external boundaries of the loca- 
tions specified in the list attached 
to this Protocol as Appendix 3 
(hereinafter referred to as “the 
attached list”) will be coordinat- 
ed through the DCL. 

Z Proposed construction of 
buildings above three floors (9 
metres) between 50 and 100 
metres of the external bound- 
aries of the locations specified in 
fee attached list will be coordi- 
nated through the DCL 

3. Proposed construction of 
nan-residential, non-commercial 
buildings within 100 meters of 
the external boundaries of the 
locations specified in the 
attached list fear are designed for 
uses feat rnay adversely affect 
the environment (such as indus- 
trial factories) or buildings and 
institutions in which more than 
50 persons are expected to gath- 
er together will be coordinated 
through the DCL 

4. Proposed construction of 
buildings above two floors (6 
metres) within 50 metres from 
each side of the road specified in 
the attached list will be coordi- 
nated through the DCL 

5. The necessary enforcement 
measures mil be taken to ensure 
compliance on fee ground with 
the prec eding provisions. 

6- This Article does not apply 
to existing buildings or to new 
construction or renovation for 
which fully approved permits 
were fay fee Municipality 
prior to January 15th, 1997. 

1Z Infrastructure 

a. The Palestinian side shall 
inform fee Israeli side, through 
fee DCL, 48 hours in advance of 
any anticipated activity regard- 
ing infrastructure which may 
disturb fee-regular flow of traffic 
on roods in Area H-2 or which 
may affect infrastructure (such 
as water, sewage, electricity and 


communications) serving Area 
H-2. 

b. The Israeli side may request, 
through the DCL that the 
Municipality cany out works 
regarding die roads or other 
infrastructure required for the 
well being of the Israelis in Area 
H-Z If tiie Israeli side offers to 
cover fee costs of these works, 
the Palestinian side wfll ensure 
that these works are carried out 
as a top priority. 

c. The above does not preju- 
dice the provisions of die Interim 
Agreement regarding the access 
to infrastructure, facilities and 
installations located in the city of 
Hebron, such as the electricity 
grid. 

mhnqwrtatioa 

The Palestinian side shall have 
tiie power to determine bus 
stops, traffic arrangements and 
traffic signalisarion in the city of 
Hebron. Traffic agnalisation, 
traffic arrangements and' the 
location of bus stops in Area H-2 
will remain , as they are on the 
dale of the redeployment in 
Hebron. Any subsequent change 
in these arrangements in Area H- 
2 will be done in cooperation 
between the two sides in the 
transportation sub-conmmec. 

14 Municipal Inspectors 

a. In accordance with para- 
graph 4.c of Article VII of Annex 
I of the Interim Agreement, plain- 
clothes unarmed mun i cip al 
inspectors will operate inAreaH- 
Z The number of these inspectors 
shall not exceed 50. 

b. The inspectors shall cany 
official identification cards with a 
photograph issued by the Munic- 
ipality. 

c. The Palestinian side may 
request the assistance ofthe Israel 
Police, through the DCL of 
Hebron, in order to cany out its 
enforcement activities in Area H- 
Z 

15. Location of Offices of fee 
Palestinian Council 

The Palestinian ride, when 
operating new offices in Area H- 
Z wfll take into consideration the 



American plan for A1 Shuhada Street 


January 7, 1997 

As part of ' its ongoing support for the peace 
process between Israelis and Palestinians, the 
United States intends to finance and supervise 
preparations to improve and facilitate the com- 
plete reopening of A1 Shuhada Street in the City 
of Hebron. Tins work wifl take place in conjunc- 
tion with the implementation of the “Protocol 
Concerning the Redeployment in Hebron” con- 
ducted between the two sides. ...... vc.»« 

Description of Activity: 

USAID intends to fund and manage the 
upgrading of utilities, primarily potable water 
lines and sanitary sewers, in the area of A1 
Shuhada Street id improve access to service. In 
conjunction wife these improvements to utilities, 
USAID will direct renovation of the area within 
AJ Shuhada Street to provide a safe and attrac- 
tive environment for local businesses, pedestri- 
ans and vehicular traffic. Tine existing street will 
be completely reconstructed for a distance of 
approximately 700 metres including Gross 
square and also along a 200-metre spur of 
Rahme Road and a 100-metre spur leading to the 
Old City Gate. Major elements of this proposed 
activity as currently envisaged indude: 

Reconstruction of water distribution mains, 
sanitary sewers and electrical lines; 

Installation of a new water transmission line; 

Installation of a new storm drain system (if 
(ppropriate); 

Paving of street wife asphalt (typically, width 
varies from six to nine metres); 

Construction of concrete brick sidewalks (typ- 
ically, two to three metres in width on each side 
of the street) wife precast concrete curbs; 

Construction of concrete brick median strips 


wife precuts concrete curbs in fee street; 
Installati on of lampposts; 

Erection of safety barriers at selected loca- 
tions; 

Sandblasting of stone exteriors of streetfront 
shops, stone fences and stone masonry retaining 
walls; 

Painting of shop doors; 

Installation of awnings along streetfront shops 
and residences; 

j* Installation of cast, iron fencing along curbs; . 

Installation of liner baskets; 

Installation of planters; 

Installation of new traffic signs; 

Paioting of curbs; 

Planting of small trees, shrubs and flowers. 

Hus plan also includes the widening of the A1 
Shuhada Street in fee vicinity of Beil Hadassah 
and Beit Schnerson. The details of this aspect of 
the plan indude the following dements: fee road 
in front of Bdt Hadassah ami Beit Sdmercon 
will be widened to 13 metres; there will be ride- 
walks on each side of fee street each sidewalk 
will be separated from fee street by a low stone 
wall wife iron railings, no more than 1.25 metres 
high and 30 metres long; there will be equal 
roadways 3.55 meters wide in each direction; the 
two roadways will be divided by a security wall 
no more than 0.40 metres wide, 1 .50 metres high 
and 30 metres long; there will be ten parking 
spaces on fee northeast side of fee street. 

USAID expects that fee renovation of AJ 
Shuhada Street will commence in mid-January 
1997 and wfll be completed as quickly as tech- 
nical considerations permit. All activities wfll be 
subject to applicable laws and regulations. Con- 
tinuing consultation will be bdd to address tech- 
nical issues that may arise during the implemen- 
tation of plan. 


need to avoid provocation and 
friction. Where establishing such 
offices might affect public order 
or security the two sides wfll 
cooperate to find a suitable soh>- 
tiotL 

1& Municipal Services 

In accordance wife paragraph 5 
of Article VII of Annex 1 of the 
Interim Agreement, municipal 
services shall be provided regu- 
larly and continuously to all parts 
of fee city of Hebron, at the same 
quality and cosL The cost shall be 
-determined by the Palestinian 
side with respect to work done 
and materials consumed, without 
Hjccri r nmarinn. 


17. Temporary International 
Presence 

There mil be a Temporary 
Intern ational Presence in Hebron 
(TIPH). Both sides will agree on 
the modalities of the TTPH, 
including the number of its mem- 
bos and ii5 area of operation. 

IS. Annex I 

Nothing in tins Protocol will 
derogate from the security pow- 
ers and responsibilities of either 
ride in accordance wife Annex I 
to fee Interim Agreement- 

19. Attached Appeufices 

The appendices attached to this 
Protocol shall constitute an inte- 
gral part hereof. 

The Agreed Adjacent Area 
(“AAA") shall include the fol- 
lowing: 

1. An area defined by a hue 


commencing from AAA Refer- 
ence Point (RP) 100, proceeding 
along old Route No. 35 until RP 
101, continuing by a straight line 
to RP 102, and from there con- 
nected by a straight line to RP 
103. 

Z An area defined by a line 
commencing at RP 104, follow- 
ing a straight line to RP 105, from 
there following a line immediate- 
ly westward of checkpoints 4, 5, 
6. 8, 9, 10, 11. 12 and 13, and 
from there connected by a straight 
line to RP 106. 

3 An area defined fay a Bne con- 
necting RPs 107 and 108, passing 
immediately northward of check- 
point 15. 

Appendix 3 
(Article 12) 

List of Locations 
The area of AJ Haram AJ 
IbrahimiAhe Tomb of fee Patri- 
archs (including fee military and 
police installations in its vicinity) 


AI Hisba/Abraham Avinu 
Osama School/Beit Romano 
(including the militaiy location in 
its vicinity) 

AJ Daboya/Beit Hadasseh 
labia A! Rahama/Tel Rumeida 
The Jewish Cemeteries 
Dir A I Axbeindthe Tomb of 
Ruth and Yishai 
Tel AI Jaabra/Givaat Avot 
Neighborhood (including fee 
police statical in its vicinity) 

The ' Road connecting AI 
Haram AI IbrahimiAhe Tomb of 
the Patriarchs and-Qhyai Aiba 
Minute 
(Article 7) 

The leaders agreed that the 
process of reopening the Shuhada 
Road will begin immediately, and 
will be fully completed within 
four months based on the premise 
that the preparations agreed 
between fee two sides have been 
completed in accordance with fee 
American plan. 


Hebron deal 

(Continued from page 12) 

The Palestinians, like every- 
body else involved, were won- 
dering and worrying yesterday 
whether Mr. Netanyahu would 
be able to get an affirmative vote 
from his cabinet to back up the 
initialling of fee Hebron accortL 

This was expected to be a 
“near-run thing” because fee 
militant Zionists amongst his 
ministers simply cannot accept 
feat at fee end of fee three-phase 
withdrawal Israel should have 


not so rosy 

given up large areas of the 
“pnjmised land." 

Withdrawal would, however, 
be cancelled out if the bound- 
aries of fee militaiy camps and 
of the settlements, exempt from 
the withdrawal process, were to 
be generously redefined giving 
the Israelis still more territory 
than already expropriated. 

All in all the Hebron agree- 
ment is not so much a settlement 
as, quite possibly, a delayed 
action time-bomb. 
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Greater China, ASEAN to lead 
world growth into 21st century 



•INGA! ‘ORE (AFP) — 
\si;i uiii dominate worid 
.vonoiiMC Growth in 1997 
■v ilh 'eater China and 
south I vinI Asia leading the 
<i >i\ into i I k* 2 1st century, 
1 A-onoiiiisi Intel ligence Unn 
EIU) analysis said 
■VciIncMiji. 

Despite an economic 
in some key 
. ,'i im-iv.io'. China. Taiwan. 
Mi mg !•. -lie and the seven- 
::k*i!Ilv: Association of 

ShuiIi Lj.-i Asian Nations 
. \SL.\' ■ were forecast to 
ei >l!ivm elv enjoy robust 
growth in ilie medium terfri. 

"I Ac got my money, on 
both ... Greater China (will 
crow* by just under eight 
per cent o\er the next five 
>cais. .:nd ASEAN by about 
~..s pes eenC* said Ken 
Daiies. senior regional 
■.voiiomist for the EIU. 

ASEAN includes Brunei, 
Indonesia. Malaysia, the 
Philippines. Singapore. 
Thailand and Vietnam. 

The EIU. part of the Lon- 
don-based Economist Pub- 
lishing and Business Infor- 
mation Group. listed China. 
Vietnam and Malaysia as 
ihc second, third and fourth 
fastest -growing economies 
in Id 1 ?: in its annual Work! 


Economic Outlook. 

Iraq topped the list 
because of its resumption of 
oil sales and the extremely 
low base against which the 
new growth is being com- 
pared. 

Ten Asian countries made 
it to the top 20 list of the 
EIU. which forecast world 
economic growth this year 
to be unchanged at 2.9 per 
cent with the impetus com- 
ing from developing 
nations. 

Growth among industrial 
tuitions belonging to the 
organisation for Economic 
Cooperation and Develop- 
ment (OECD) was estimat- 
ed at 2.4 per cent. 

Asia and Australia except 
Japan would grow by a rela- 
tively moderate 6.5 per cent 
in 1997. the EIU said, citing 
a slowdown in exports and 
efforts to cool down over- 
heating economies with 
tighter monetary policies. 

The so-called Asian tigers 
— Hong Kong, South 
Korea, Singapore and Tai- 
wan — have lately seen 
slower growth compared to 
the heady days of double- 
digit expansion but Mr. 
Davies said prospects were 
“still reasonably positive.” 


Describing the slowdown 
as largely cyclical, Mr. 
Davies told ’ AFP that 
exports would pick* up this 
year amid added capacity 
and increased investment. 

On the current labour 
unrest in South Korea. Mr. 
Davies said that the cam- 
paign against controversial 
new labour laws could 
affect exports but if the situ- 
ation normalises, the effects 
would be temporary and the 
backlog would be filled. 

The Philippines, which 
has btlcked the slowdown 
trend in South East Asia, 
should see growth of around 
6.5 per cent by 2000, he 
said. 

"We’re forecasting a grad- 
ual acceleration in growth 
going above six per cent, 
which is tremendous really. 
Back in the early nineties 
the economy was depressed 
for political reasons and 
because of the power cuts ” 
he said. 

On Malaysia, he said: 
“We’re reasonably bullish ... 
we don’t really think that 
growth rates are going to 
fall below eight per cent.” 

China has achieved “a 
really successful soft land- 
ing” from the double-digit 


growth rates it once 
enjoyed, and its economy 
was forecast to expand by 
9.3 per cent this year. 

“Below 10 per cent, nine- 
to-10 per cent, they can sus- 
tain,” Mr. Davies said 

The EIU report said Latin 
America and the Canibean 
would fare better than last 
year with average GDP 
growth of 3.6 per cent in 
1997, but the report 
described this as “slightly 
disappointing.” 

In the Middle East, Iraq 
would be the exception as 
other countries face eco- 
nomic and fiscal con- 
straints. Six Middle East 
countries including Saudi 
Arabia and Iran were listed 
among the 20 slowest- 
growing economies in 
1997. 

Iraq's gross domestic 
product (GDP) was forecast 
to grow 30 per cent in 1997, 
after posting double-digit 
negative rates from 1991- 
95. 

“The oil sales and the 
gradual reintegration of Iraq 
into the worid economy are 
going to mean quite a sharp 
recovery,” Mr. Davies said’ 


Weak dollar costs UAE 
$27b over decade — study 


ABU DHABI < AFP) — The 
decline in ihc U.S. dollar 
against the Japanese yen and 
‘ther major currencies over 
tire jxisi decade has cost the 
United Arab Emirates 
•UAEs more than $27 bil- 
lion. a J - ■c::l bank said Tues- 

• UIV. 

The ■>!« of S27.6 billion 
’viv.iv: 1935 and 1995 
m\olw»- around $6 billion in 
•il exp. r; • to Japan, S7.8 bil- 
lion General trade with 
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■ licin a year, nearly one third 
of the Far East country's 
total trade with the six- 
nation Gulf Cooperation 
Council (GCQ. 

The UAE is also the top oil 
exporter to Japan, supplying 
nearly 25 per cent of its total 
crude imports. 

The UAE currency, the 
dirham, and the currencies of 
four other GCC states are 
practically pegged to the dol- 
lar while Kuwait’s dinar is 
linked to a basket of curren- 
cies. in which the U.S. unit 
has the lion share. 

Gulf states have consid- 
ered detaching their curren- 
cies from the dollar and link- 
ing them to a basket of cur- 
rencies to offset fluctuations 
in the U.S. unit and align 
their currencies in line with a 
1983 economic pact. 

But years of negotiations 
have produced no results as 


some members have 
expressed reservations for 
political reasons while others 
have argued the dollar link is 
reasonable since it is the offi- 
cial price of oil exports. 

The bank study, published 
in the official daily A1 
Bayan, said pegging GCC 
currencies to a basket of 
major world currencies 
would ensure stability in the 
GCC's commercial and 
financial relations with other 
countries. 

“It will also allow GCC 
centra] banks to revise the 
basket at will because such a 
monetary system will 
become an internal affair," it 
said. 

The GCC groups Saudi 
Arabia, the world’s biggest 
oil producer and exporter, 
with Bahrain, Kuwait. 
Oman. Qatar and the UAE in 
an economic, political and 


defence alliance created in' 
May 1981. 
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HE Daily Crossword 


ACROSS 
1 ‘mpress 
6 Upon 
1C Rustic 

14 Shoot 'em-up 
kin 

15 Coconut fiber 

16 Shield boss 

17 Detain 

19 Even 

20 Filthy place 

21 Touch 

22 Trivial 

24 Bubble 

25 Roman censor 

26 Fix 

29 Loose garments 

32 Londoners, 
briefly 

33 Idem 

34 Jest 

36 Small amount 

37 Detested 

35 Indie language 

39 Palm starch 

40 Nuncupative 

41 Anka, Klee, and 
Muni 

4£ Lover 

44 Brings up 

45 Bathe 

46 Blackbird 

47 Love greatly 

49 Rational 

50 SauK — Marie 

53 Spread 

54 Football play 
57 3urden 

55 Indian 

55 Rich cake 
60 Retreats 
6: Voice votes 
62 Hie 
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by Don Johnson 


DOWN 

1 Cries 
uncontrollably 

2 Edgy 

3 Lawyer sbbr. 

4 Came upon 

5 Affirm openly 

6 Suffered 

7 Implement 

8 Painting 

9 Ready 

10 Old worid bird 

11 Leave out 


12 Walk the fine 

13 Staff 

18 Shipshape 

23 DDEs command 

24 Evergreen* 
shuts 

25 Desert beast 

26 Basics 

27 Terror 

28 Chauvinistic — 
patriot 

29 Devil 

30 Hindu teachers 

31 Advance 
furtively 

33 Abraham’s wffe 
35 Face 
37 Servant 
41 Maandpa 

43 Shake 

44 GambBftg etty 
46 Spouses 
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47 Medicinal plant 

48 College bigwig 

49 Colonnade 

50 Grouchy 

51 Hanctoag 


52 Supplemented 
(with “out*) 

53 Ancient 

55 Indian 

56 Short cfistance 


ARIES: (March 21 to April 

19) Plan to meet with your 
best friends today and make 
new friends through those 
friends whose qualities you 
desire. Laier tonight you can 
spend some quality time with 
your loved ones at home and 
relax for the days ahead. 
TAURUS: (April 20 to May 

20) Contact those today with 
power who can help you attain 
your finest ambitions. State 
your plans clearly to a bigwig 
who has your best interest at 
heart Later tins evening you 
can meet with close friends 
for some fun activities. 
GEMINI: (May 21 to June 

21) Gain new allies today 
whose background is quite 
different to your own and you 
can integrate their ideas into a 
course of action which can be 
successful. A fine partnership 
can be formed from this 
alliance. 

MOON CHILDREN: (June 
22 to July 21 ) Get your busi- 
ness operating on a more 
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modern level today and get 
better results for the days 
ahead. Later this evening will 
be a good time for yon to seek 
out knowledgeable people and 
use their suggestions in your 
tasks. 

LEO: (July 22 to August 21 ) 
Add new allies to your present 
associations and thereby make 
your career activities more 
efficient. Get your image 
improved later this evening 
and gain more public prestige 
from those in authority who 
can be beneficial. 

VIRGO: (August 22 to Sep- 
tember 221 This is a good day 
today to find new mechanisms 
for bringing you greater effi- 
ciency in the days ahead. 
Make the days ahead brighter 
for yourself and fellow associ- 
ate who have provided you 
with beneficial advice. 
LIBRA: (September 23 to 


October 22) Seek those plea- 
sures today , that .you truly, like, 
and stop procrastinating and 
enjoy them. Buy. .a. gift- lbr' 
your mate as a sign of your 
affection of him or her and 
thereby make your romantic 
time together quite special. 
SCORPIO: (October 23 to 
November 21) You have 
delayed today handling new 
interests to find a better 
method, however, you can go 
ahead with confidence at this 
time. Later this evening you 
can get together with close ■ 
friends for recreational activi- 
ties which are fun. 
SAGITTARIUS: (November 
22 to December 21) This is a 
good day today to have fine 
communication with others 
who can be quite beneficial to 
your career activities. Be 
courteous and cement better 
relations with fellow associ- 


ates who have suggestion with 
a project. 

CAPRICORN: (December 

22 to January 20) This is a fine 
day today for making 
improvements to your home 
so thatlt can be more comfort- 
able. ipahose^ho^ live iind^r, 
your roof. Study your newspa- 
per and other periodicals for 
suggestions on how to make 
your life better. 

AQUARIUS: (January 21 to 
February 19) Be courteous in 
going after your personal aims 
today and they are soon yours. 
See your good friends later 
this evening and be charming 
to them, since you may need 
their assistance in the days 
ahead or any career activities. 
PISCES: (February 20 to 
March 20) Get out of that rut 
have gotten into today and get 
into new interests which are 
fascinating and profitable. 
Later this evening you can 
seek out fellow associates and 
devise a course of action to get 
any career activities complete . 
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ARIES: (March 21 to 
April 19) Go over your list 
today of friends and know 
which are best to retain for 
any difficult situations. 
Spend some time with 
toe people and make 
sure that they know you do 
appreciate them being in 
your life. 

TAURUS: (April 20 to 
May 20) Make plans to 
gain your ambitions dur- 
ing the days ahead and 
make your efforts be 
known by those who can 
be beneficial to your 
career activities. Enthusi- 
asm is importnt to your 
activities in the days 
ahead. 

GEMINI: (May 21 to 
June 21) Any new course 
of action you have in mind 
for your success should be 
expanded at this time. Set 
up a schedule of your 
career activities later this 
evening, so that you can 
get everything you plan 
completed in the tune 
allowed. 

MOON CHILDREN: 
(June 22 to July 21) Get a 
plan worked out today 
which can make it easier 
for you to handle responsi- 
bilities which $ come io 
your direction. Later this 
evening will be good to go 
out on the town with your 
loved ones for some fun. 
LEO: (July 22 to August 
2 1 ) Try to please your out- 
side fellow associates 
mote and thereby you can 
gain their assistance in any 
career activities which 
come in the days ahead. 
Improve your handling of 
civic matters and thereby 
you can be calm and 
happy. 

VIRGO: (August 22 to 
September 22) Set up a 
schedule today to utilise 
modem conveniences 
more wisely - and make 
your efforts -more efficient. 
Get better results this way 
and thereby you can gain 
the admiration of those in 
authority who can be quite 
beneficial. 

LIBRA: (September 23 to 
October 22) Get your 
finest talents improved 
today so that you can use 
them more profitably in 
the days ahead. Later this 
evening will be a good 
time for you to seek out 
fellow associates who 
have ideas to make your 
efforts more successful. 
SCORPIO: (October 23 
to November 21) Study 
your home today and see 
what needs improvemenL 
so that you can make it 
more comfortable for your 
loved ones and more valu- 
able for the days ahead. 
Later this evening you can 
be romantic with your 
mate . 

SAGITTARIUS: (Nove- 
mber 22 ro December 21) 
This is a fine da^ today for 
m a king phone calls and 
handling correspondence 
which is necessary to your 
career activities. Later this 
evening can be special for 
your mate if you do some- 
thing which he or she will 
appreciate. 

CAPRICORN: (Decem- 
ber 22 to January 20) Plan 
how to have greater abun- 
dance in the days ahead 
and make the effort ro 
accomplish any course of 
action you have devised. 
Arrange your budget and 
assets wisely and thereby 
you can have funds for a 
rainy day. 

AQUARIUS: (January 21 
to February 19) This is a 
good day today to gel your 
appearance improved, so 
ibat you present an air of 
piccess. Dash out socially 
in a regal manner and you 
will get noticed by those in 
authority who can make 
your career activities pros- 
per. 

PISCES: (February 20 to 
March 20) Get those per- 
sonal duties handled so 
that later today you can go 
out with greater confi- 
dence and the stride of. 
success. Later this eveningJ ‘ 
will be good to seek out 
tite company of close 
mends and have a »ood 
time together. ° 
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Birth$tone of January: 
Garnet — Rose Quartz. 
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Ford sells Budget Rent 
A Car to Team Rental 


DEARBORN, Michigan 
(AFP) — r Ford Motor Com- 
pany announced Tuesday 
that it would sell its Budget 
Rent A Car unit to Team 
Rental for around $350 mil- 
lion. 

“In light of investor inter- 
est in the entire rental car 
industry, we concluded that 
it is now in the best interests 
of Budget and Ford if Team 
Rental, Budget’s largest 
franchisee, were to acquire 
Budget," said Ford Vice 
Chairman Edward Hagen- 
locker” It’s a good fit." 

Team Rental owns and 
operates 13 Budget franchis- 
es with a total of 155 loca- 
tions. It leases vans for com- 
muter pooling in 22 states 
and markets retail used vehi- 
cles. 


Team has an annualised 
revenue base exceeding 
$370 million, according to 
Ford. 

The second-largest U.S. 
automaker will continue as a 
major supplier of cars and 
trucks to Budget’s fleet 

Ford announced Jan. 9 that 
it was reviewing its options 
for the Hertz Corporation, 
which it also owns, and said 
they could include the par- 
tial sale of the industry’s 
leading rental car company. 

Ford acquired all of Hertz 
in 1994. 

The sale of Budget is in 
response to objections raised 
by the Federal Trade Com- 
mission to a plan to merge 
Hertz and Budget, the 
world’s fourth laigest rental 
car business. 
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Reforms disregard effects 
on stock exchange 


** THE FUTURE adjustment programmes disre- 
gard the situation at the (Amman) financial market, 
the former governor of the Central Bank said in a 
lecture recently. He admitted that the negative devel- 
opments that affected the stock exchange in the past 
few years were not in the interest of the investment 
drive and that these developments did not encourage 
local and foreign investments except for small 
amounts that can hardly be mentioned. 

“May be the feeling prevailing in the market that 
the stringent policies of the International Monetary 
Fund are preventing the market from regaining its 
vigour, can partially be justified,” the former gover- 
nor, Mohammed Said Nabulsi said. “But the weak 
stock exchange is also linked to political factors as 
well as the slump in the (Amman) financial market 
which is not based on real savings.'* 

As such, Dr. Nabulsi pointed out, the future sav- ; 
ings/investment programme should fundamentally 
reconsider the social security regulations to have 
them subjected to a partial privatisation policy., He 
proposed issuing new legislation to organise inde- 
pendent investment funds and reconsidering- the pen- 
sion fund regulations by gradually shifting civil ser- 
vants to the social security cover. 

Dr. Nabulsi emphasised that when reconsidering 
the social security legislation, fundamental changes 
should be made in the methods of investments so as 
not to shift more funds from fruitful investments. 

Speaking about the banking system. Dr. Nabulsi 
said the Central Bank should intensify its supervi- 
sion on the operations and activities of the licensed 
banks. He also saw a great need to formulate a new 
banking law. 

Other measures proposed by the former governor 
were: 

1) Increasing the capital of banks to JD2Q million 
each with emphasis on adhering to capital adequacy 
and liquidity standards. 

2) Raising the level of competition among the 
banks by removing the special privileges given to the 
Housing Bank ana the Industrial Development Bank 
(AlRai). 
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Unscramble these four Jumbles, 
one letter to each square, to form 

few ordinary words. 


THAT SCRAMBLED WORD GAME 

by Hariri Arnold and Mfca Artfrion 

r . norma minnewt. ha | 

catenas mo big I 


KLEAY 


dsn wan UMi me 

iangMinwm 

GILEA I 


IMBAGT WHAT THE FOOT- 

— I — — S ball, coach 

. _ X . DROUGHT ON THE 
— — N FISHING TRIP. f 

. * Now arrange the cirded letters to 

~ ^ term the surprise answer, as sug- 

< J ^ J K J gaged by the above cartoon. 
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(Answers tomorrow) 

Vha J . _ ■ I Jumbles: OBESE TRILL CHOSEN SHERRY 
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Lebanon 
to slash 
tourist 
rates by 
50% in 
February 

BEIRUT (AFP) — 
Lebanon announced Tues- 
day it will slash prices for 
services such as hotels 
and restaurants by half 
during February in a 
major campaign to boost 
tourism. 

“Tourism is the industry 
of the future and Lebanon 
has all the qualities need- 
■ ed to succeed in the field,” 
Tourism Minister Nicolas 
Fattush said. 

“Hotel unions, travel 
agents, restaurateurs, 
owners of furnished apart- 
ments, swimming com- 
plexes and other tourism 
organisations have decid- 
ed to sell their services for 
50 per cent less in Febru- 
ary," Mr. Fattush said dur- 
ing a press conference 
with Economy Minister 
Yassin Jaber. 

Mr. Jaber said many 
Lebanese shops and other 
establishments will offer a 
discount of 50 per cent as 
part of a “tourism shop- 
ping forum" in February. 

“The tourism sector will 
see major growth in the 
future. Arab nationals 
spend billions of dollars 
and Lebanon will be able 
to take a good part of that 
if it knows how to attract 
tourists," Mr. Jaber added. 

According to latest offi- 
cial figures, the number of 
tourists to Lebanon stag- 
nated in November at 
386,000 compared with 
the same month in 1995 
— with almost half com- 
ing from Arab countries. 

' Tburisiti; ” which had 
begun to bloom again 
after the 1975-1990 civil 
war, slowed again last 
year because of the Israeli 
“Grapes of Wrath" opera- 
tion in April in South 
Lebanon. 

Some 2.4 million 
tourists visited Lebanon 
in 1974. when tourism 
accounted for 25 per cent 
of gross domestic prod- 
uct, against around $710 
million or eight per cent 
in 1995. 

In September, Mr. Fat- 
tush said that 402,000 
tourists visited Lebanon 
in 1995. an increase of 20 
per cent over 1994. But 
according to unofficial 
figures, the number of 
tourists iu the first eight 
months of last year was 
about the same as during 
the same period of 1995. 
around 320,000. 


Gold price falls on central bank 
selling; fears of more to come 


LONDON (R) — The 
price of srold slipped to 
its lowest level since Oct. 
4, 1993 on Wednesday 
after heavy selling 
overnight by investment 
funds. 

The move was triggered 
by news on Monday that 
the Dutch central bank 
had been selling gold and 
fears that other" central 
banks might joint them to 
realise some of their 
assets. 

‘It’s chaos," one dealer 
said during early dealing 
in London as the bullion 
price moved inexorably 
under previously estab- 
lished trading ranges. 

The fixing at $352.45 
per ounce, down from 
$357.40 on Tuesday, was 
the lowest fix in over 3- 
1/4 years and extended a 
decline in gold's value 
since the beginning of the 
year to over $15 or four 
per cent of its Jan. 2 fix- 
ing value of $367.80. 

"It is aiming to go south 
and the longer the market 
waits for a short covering 
rally, the more modest it 
will be," said markets 
analyst Ted Arnold at 
Merrill Lynch. 

The Dutch central bank ■ 
announced on Monday it 
had sold 300 tonnes of 
gold from its reserves. 

The news inititaly lifted 
some of the market 
despondency created by 
long-running rumours 
that a central bank had 
been selling bullion. The 
price edgcaa little higher 
and appeared to establish 
itself between $356.00- 
$358.00. 

But that did not last 
long. "The fear of a copy- 
cat sale has overwhelmed 
any feeling of relief" said 
precious metals analyst 
Andy Smith at Umon 
Bank of Switzerland. 

The selling in New York 
and the Hong Kong mar- 
kets overnight " was 
sparked by the U.S. dol- 
lar climbing ro a 30- 
month high against the 
mark, a modest increase 
in U.S. inflation and con- 
tinuingly strong equity 
markets. 

“There is no reason for 
the gold market to rally 
just ~ now" one dealer 
said, emphasising the 
strength and profit poten- 
tial of the paper asset 
markets like equities and 
bonds. 

But the major reason 
for gold to be so weak 
was Tear of further central 
bank sales to follow the 
Dutch announcement. 

Ironically a statement 
on Monday from Hans 
Tietmeyer, chairman of 
the central bank gover- 
nors of the so-called G- 
10 group of leading 
economies, that the 


group's central banks did 
not plan to sell gold for 
the time failed to calm 
nerves. 

“Nobody in the market 
is interprettmg literally 
what a central "bank says 
anymore," one analyst 
said referring to repeated 
denials to questions 
about gold sales by cen- 
tral banks including by 
the Dutch during the past 
couple of months when 
gold sale rumours were 
rampant. 

Merrill Lynch's Arnold 
dismissed Mr. Tietmey- 
er’s comment completely. 
“What did people expect 
him to sayT' he said. 

“The Dutch had already 
done it, nobody who was 
going to would ask him 
for permission and every- 
body knows the Italians 
or Spanish are likely sell- 


ers anyway.- 

The prospect of institu- 
tions selling gold has 
been looming threaten- 
ingly over the market for 
several months. 

The European banks 
seeking ways of meeting 
European monetary 
union convergence crite- 
ria agreed under the 
Maastricht treaty have 
been examining ways of 
reducing inflation, 
national debt and govern- 
ment borrowing Includ- 
ing activating otherwise 
non-earning assets like 
gold. 

Last year the 
International Monetary 
Fund (IMF) agreed to sell 
up to five million ounces 
or gold in order to boost 
its fund for supporting 
the world’s poorest coun- 
tries. 


Many professionals in 
the gold market were hor- 
rified even though any 
likely IMF sale would not 
be for several years, 
would be conducted to 
minimise market disrup- 
tion and would only take 
place if the money could 
not be raised by other 
means. 

“It is the idea that insiti- 
tutions (like national 
banks and the IMF) are 
looking at gold as an 
asset and ^ wondering 
what to do with it that is 
really frightening," one 
gold’dealer said. 

The central banks and 
institutions such as the 
IMF and the Bank for 
International Settlements 
between them hold about 
35,000 tonnes of ®old or 
nearly 20 years ofannual 
mine output. 


Barely ten per cent of 
that is currently put to use 
such as being lent to the 
gold market to add to its 
liquidity or used as the 
backing for options writ- 
ten by a bank. 

Gold’s highest fix was 
on Jan. 21 1980 when it 
hit 5850 per ounce when 
the Lhrear of higher oil 
prices and galloping 
inflation sent investors 
scurrying to gold as a 
safe haven. 

But ever since prices 
have been in overall 
decline. 

Gold reached its highest 
level since 1990 in a brief 
rally last year which took 
it to $416.25 on Feb. 2, 
its highest price for six 
years. ■ 
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261.000 20E-000 ARAB BANK 

1.220 .880 MID. EAST IltV.BK. 

2.700 2.120 INDUSTRIAL DEV. BE. 

5.250 4.250 THE HOUSING BE. 

2.950 2.440 JOR. KUWAIT BANK 

1.090 .880 JOR. GULF BANK 

3.900 3.450 ARAB JOR.INV.BK. 

4.180 3.480 JOR. ISLAMIC BANK 

3.150 1.730 BEIT.AL-KAL <BEITNA) 

1.450 1.000 PHILADEL.INV.BK. 


280730 
9386 
1593 
3495 
fc 521- 
77 S3* 
736 
3453 
.702 
2570 1 


BANK SECTOR TOTALS 


INDEX: 196.52 *CHG: +0.13 


2.830 1.830 JOR FRENCH INSUR. 


288 1.90 


INSURANCE SECTOR TOTALS 


INDEX: 120.44 ~CHG: +0.10 


1.830 

1.450 

JOR. ELECTRIC PWR- 

11.4 

7.32 

2 

1050 

■*- r 1722 

1.720 

1.080 

NA7L. PORTFOLIO 

<3 

0.00 

12 

3600 

4426 

1.050 

.820 

REAL ESTATE XUV. 

19.3 

4.28 

2 

500 

433 

1.110 

.580 

JORDAN INTL-TRAD. 

31.8 

0.00 

21 

6600 

3990 

2.200 

1.490 

MID. EAST HOTELS 

66.8 

0.00 

2 

550 

B53 

3.720 

3.130 

ARAB INTL.INV.EDOC. 

13.7 

5.78- 

1 

400 

1384 

1.230 

.960 

ZARXA EDUCATION 

9 

0.00 

.1 

SOOO 

5250 

2.250 

1.690 

UNIFIED CO. 

11.4 

4.63 

28 

16500 

35880 

1.200 

-820 

UNION LAND DEV. 

E 

0.00 

2 

500 

423 


SERVICE SECTOR TOTALS 


INDEX: 111.44 *CHG: -C 


71 347DO 


3.730 

3.060 

JOR. CEMENT FACT. 

19.2 

2.99 

6 

1999 

6692 

3.34 

3. as 

.01+ 

6.000 

4.950 

ARAB POTASH CO. 

17.3 

3. SO 

1 

650 

3712 

5.71 

6. "'I 

- 

10.400 

8 720 

JOR. PETROL. REF INARY 

10.0 

8.13 

5 

1070 

■ . 10540 

9.81 

9 14 

-G3+ 

3.700 

1.650 

INDUSTRIAL COMH.AGR. 

34.7 

0.00 

12 

3415 

8761 

2.50 

2- ,S 

.06+ 

4.730 

3.040 

ARAB PHARM- KANF. 

20.2 

5.43 

57 

16592 

61475 

3.60 

3- *8 

-08+ 

2.350 

1.570 

JOR. PIPES HANFCT. 

8.9 

7.45 

1 

250 ' 

403 

1.60 

1-61 

.01+ 

3.830 

3.100 

JOR. PAPER CARDBD . 

16.2 

3.16 

1 

50 

158 

3.33 

3. 16 

.17- 

3.310 

2.500 

GENERAL MINING 

6.7 

11.43 

.-fT-i nw 

lUB*:-*M;i. 282- ‘I 

2. *67 

2.A2 

.05- 

-960 

450 

1 LIVESTOCK & POULTRY 

9 

0.00 

12- 

11050 . 

. .■ 6962 . 

. . 6i 

. .63 

- 

1.440 

1.760 

Arab paper oonv.trd. 

7.9 

S-B5 


500. ' 

585 

1.17 

1.17 

- 

1.020 

540 

NATIONAL IND5- 

10.4 

a . 57 

■ ’ " 

5100'' • 

■ "• 3558' 

.70 

.70 

- 

1.S80 

.930 

I NTBSM2D - RETRO - CHEK - 

9 

0.00 

6 

1350 

1472 

1.09 

• i.-JB 

- 

1.150 

780 

JOR. ROCKWOOL INDS. 

P 

0.00 

1 

250 

200 

.01 

.60 

.01- 

1.270 

.670 

JOR. SULPHO-CHEH 

9 

0.00 

1 

500 

395 

-.BO 

.79 

.01- 

1.720 

1.080 

ARAB PHARM. CHEM. 

27.7 

0.00 

49 

19500 

20952 

1.45 

1 - 48 

.03+ 

1.930 

1.140 

JOR . INDS . RESOURCES 

16.7 

0.00 

44 

20750 

27849 

1-31 

1.33 

.02+ 

1.390 

.840 

JOR. NEW CABLE CO. 

25.5 

0.00 

9 

17500, 

16450 

.93 

.a4 

.01+ 

2.460 

1.750 

EL -ZAY READY WEAR 

P 

0.00 

2 

loq 




.03- 

1.380 

1.080 

INTL. TOBACCO 

29.2 

0.00 

33 

. 16200 

20211 

i .at 

V.TA 

.02- 

1.580 

.930 

UNION CH. fi VEG. 

23.9 

0.00 

15 

8715 

8606 

.97 

.97 

“ 

INDUSTRIAL SECTOR TOTALS INDEX: 114.54 *CHG: 

+0.17 

270 

125641 

207427 




GRAND TOTAL 


INDEX: 153.21 zcite: 

+0.13 

391 

183296 

573011 






PARALLEL 

MARKET SHARE PRICE 

LIST FOR WEDEMSDAY 

15/01/1997 





.800 

.500 

JOR. TRADE FAC. 

13.9 

0.00 

2 

700 

354 

.52 


- 

.890 

.700 

UNION INV. 505 

60.9 

0.00 

a 

22050 

.. 4851 

.73 

.72 

.01- 

.960 

.370 

ARAB FIN. INVEST. 

9 

0.00 

20 

40350 

1B561 

.46 

. 16 

- 

.950 

*70 

AL-DAWLIYAH 75= 

15.4 

0.00 

3 

5000 

2160 

.69 

.68 

.01- 

.800 

.510 

ARAB FOOD fi MED. 

E 

0.00 

11 

11045 

7178 

.65 

.45 

- 

1.730 

1.300 

NATL. CHLORINE 

E 

0.00 

2 

1300 

1820 

1.40 

1.40 

- 

.690 

.450 

ARAB INTL. INV. TRD. 

9 

0.00 

13 

13550 

677 5 

.50 

.50 

— 

.900 

520 

NATL. TEXTILE 

9 

0.00 

5 

2250 

1238 

.55 

.55 

- 

.940 

400 

NATL. MULT. ENG. NAMI CO 

B 

0.00 

36 

58950 

30065 

.51 

.51 

- 

.990 

720 

JORDAN STEEL 

Z 

0.00 

4 

1900 

1444 

.76 

.76 


.700 

.430 

ARAB ELECT. INDS. 

P 

0.00 

2 

1050 

525 

.52 

.50 

. 02- 

.780 

.620 

MIDEAST PHARM. 75* 

E 

0.00 

3 

1500 

565 

.62 

.62 

- 

1.330 

1.020 

UNION TOBACCO 75* 

E 

0.00 

3 

1000 

79 a 

1.04 

1.-4 

- 

.770 

.570 

RAZX PHARM. 65* 

E 

0.00 

28 

35400 

9207 

.61 

.-1 

- 

.770 

.390 

INDS. ENG. 

25.9 

0.00 

2 

2000 

840 

.42 

. 42 

— 

1.320 

.760 

INDS. CERAMIC 

E 

0.00 

2 

110 

88 

.80 

. 0 

- 

.820 

.590 

NATL. POULTRY 

Z 

0.00 

1 

250 

168 

.68 

. 7 

.01- 

.990 

.530 

HID. EAST COMPLEX 

7.7 

0.00 

62 

155700 

104093 

.68 

.6 

.02- 

ID TOTAL 





207 

354105 

190730 





N : L Laced during tha pane 12 months 
P : P/E ratio is 100 or more 
g i Negative p/e 

X : Earning i a aero or S/A for the moat recent year 


Loroan Makketpl ACE 




World gems, hand made in Jordan in 18 & 21 k. gold. 
A truly unique shop. 


*** Jordan Marketplace 


Outstanding designs. 


FOR RENT 

- 3 bedrooms apartment in 
Shmeisani. second floor; 
220 sq.m. 

- 3 bedrooms in Ai Rabia 
area, thfrtf floor, 1 90 sq.m. 

Abcfoun Real Estate 
Tel: 810605-810609 
l Fax: 810520 ) 


FOR YOUR 


Advertisement 


in 


STUDIO HAIG 

ftofew fow l Qualityf In 
1 Hour Service 

Develop yoor* colour film at 
our shop end gee- * 

• IWmmO pkmtm 


•CI.I:.:V\I NG 'SERVICES 
. Hu’v!i:.np,FirHS. 

' '..asLIC PLACES. 

-MAINTENANCE .SERVICES 
• HEATING SYSTEM .. 
^LoMBiNG 

' TORRENT: 

IVlL LX): .VILLA SAND ' 

’ hi. ATS -R'RNTSHEDi , 

. im'RNlSHED 


SECURITY 
HOSPITALITY 
GASTRONOMY 





* Free eafenri 

MR* 20 x 30 OB 



Call tel 


71 ext 223 


Phone: 8M0< 
Swefkh tel: 823891 


CflOWM NOTB- 


- INDOOR HEATED yAjJf ' 
SWIMMING POOL 

- SAUNA JACUZZI & 

MASSAGE TIM , 

- FITNESS ROOM B I S : 

-TENNIS & SQUASH J Wr \ 1 
COURTS y 1 i 

> 

TEL: 758180 
Radio & TV Station Rd. 




FOR RENT 

DELUXE VILLAS AND 
APARTMENTS 
FURNISHED OR 
UNFURNISHED 

JAMAL 
REAL ESTATE 


Re&tcid4S*a*tt | 

Teppanyaki \ 
Sashimi '■ 




For Res. 812997 - 3t 4lT£G 
Mecca Sti Daoud Cbntflr!& 



RENT 

. [JeluxivViliris 

-O £j- 

^ App'U'UTii‘ni.s 

•in Amman. 


For details please cell 

Tel . 864230 
Fax. 864231 


TO RDUERTfSE IN 
THIS SECTION CALL 
667171/6 - 670141/4 
EHt. 223 


PIZZA SRANDE 

Tfc fyeaJ ttaliaij Taste 
Gourmet piZZfl . 
U/etzefyr v&y bes: t%re&™5 I 

v .bjVW r • =| 

Tn the only I 

STUFFED PIZZA 

3 !» 7|prq iCtKtJD Style] ^ j* 

> PAN PIZZA 

^ IThm w Thick Cnal) 

ITALIAN SANDWICHES 

teijka^'.'wScJs. f 

\ 

ncUdwrTanm&nt Stria latraort £ 


Suporefore W 
Tel. 688 471 Ext. 32 
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Australian Open 

Graf plays on as baseliners advance 


MELBOURNE (R) — 

Steffi Graf on Wednesday 
vowed to play on in the 
.Australian Open despite an 
imminent verdict in her 
father's tax evasion trial, 
while baseliners Michael 
Chany and Carlos Moya 
charged into the third round. 

Graf, the German top seed 
and world No. I. is under 
increased pressure as she 
seeks her fifth title in 
Melbourne because of her 
father's uncertain future. 

World number two 

Michael Chana and Spanish 
giant-killer Carlos Moya in 
contrast were untroubled as 
they carried the flag fornhe 
baseline brigade. 

Graf told a news confer- 
ence did not intend return- 
ing home to support Peter 
Graf at his trial in 

Mannheim. 

“I knew already when I 
came here when the ending 
of the trial would be and I 
am playing until 1 am done 
with this tournament.'* Graf 
told reporters after rallying 
from u nervous start to beat 
Latvia’s Larisa Neiland 7-5 
6-2 on centre court. 

When asked whether her 
concerns over her father's 
legal plight had contributed 
to her losing the first four 
games of the match. Graf 
hesitated before replvins: 
"No". 

Prosecutors have asked 
that Peter Graf serve six 
years and nine months in 
jail if convicted on tax eva- 
sion charges involving more 
than 19.2 million "marks 
($12.19 million) of his 
daughter’s tennis earnings 
between 19S9 and 1993. 

The verdict is due to be 
announced on January 24 
and the court must also 
decide on a sentence if Graf 
is found guilty. Given the 
time difference between 
Europe and Australia, the 
.verdict could come through 
only hours before the 
women's final oh January 
25. 

American Chang, the sec- 
ond seed and losing finalist 
to Boris Becker last year, 
wore down compatriot 
Richey Reneberg 6-3 7-5 6- 
I in a relentlessly efficient 
display. 



World number one Steffi Graf of Germany hits a forehand against Latvia's Larisa 
Neiland. Graf won 7-5 6-2 (Reuters photo) ' 


"l do not feel I am quite 
there" Chang, said, before 
praising his opponent: "You 
definitely have to go out and 
beat him because he is not a 
player who will give it 
away." 

Unseeded Moya, who suc- 
ceeded where Chang failed 
Iasi year by ousting sixth 
seed Becker on Mondav. 


held his nerve after a poor 
stan to beat American 
Patrick McEnroe 3-6 6-0 6- 
36-1. 

Both Chang and Moya 
operated principally from 
the baseline, exploiting their 
speed around the court and 
consistent ground strokes to 
subdue their opponents. 

Some of the harder hitters 


have complained that condi- 
tions at Melbourne Park this' 
year are more favourable to 
baseliners than in past 
championships. 

World number one Pete 
Sampras and Becker have 
complained about the soft- 
ness of the tennis balls in 
use. claiming their slow 
speed through the air puts 


aggressive serve and volley 
players at a disadvantage. 

Neither Chang nor Moya 
said they saw any difference 
in the balls from last year 
and the Spaniard suggested 
that Becker’s tirade may 
have been sour grapes. 

“I feel good about these 
balls. Maybe it is better for 
the baseliners (but) the one 
who complained was 
Becker — maybe because 
he lost.” said Moya, a talL 
long-haired 20-year-old 
who has become a favourite 
with the female fans in 
Melbourne. 

Becker’s ousting has 
cleared a major obstacle in 
Chang's path to a possible 
final showdown with 
Sampras. Chang wood the 
French Open as a 17-year- 
old in 1 989 but now consid- 
ers himself a much stronger, 
more mature player. 

Former champion Mary 
Pierce of France, now on a 
comeback, celebrated her 
22nd birthday with a 6-2 6- 
2 win over Natalia 
Medvedeva of Ukraine. 
Pierce ousted 13 th seed 
Elena Likhovtseva of 
Russia in the first round. 

But men's 12th seed 
Magnus Gustafsson of 
Sweden lost out. 
Gustafsson, 30. was beaten 
3-6 7-6 (8-6) 64 64 by 29- 
year-old German Karsren 
Braasch in a battle of the 
veterans. 

Graf's scare on 
Wednesday — she trailed 
doubles specialist Neiland 
by 5-2 in the first set and 
had to survive four set 
points against her — must 
have alarmed Open organis- 
ers. 

The tournament has 

already been hit by Becker's 
defeat and the absence of 
women's champion Monica 
Seles, Wimbledon champi- 
on Richard Krajicek. French 
Open champion Yevgehy- 
Kafelnikov and American 
crowd favourite Andre 

Agassi. 

In Seles’ absence. Graf is 
odds-on favourite to win the 
tournament with Swiss 16- 
year-old Martina Hingis 
seen as the greatest threat 


Japan's Rika TTiraL-t in action during her second round match against Brenda Schult- / > 
McCarthy of the Netherlands at the Australian Open January 15. Hiraki upset tne 
number 10 seed 0-6 6-1 64 (Reuters photo) 


Japan’s Hiraki causes upset 


MELBOURNE (R) — Japan’s Rika Hiraki caused the biggest upset of the day at the 
Australian Open Wednesday, beating women's 10th seed Brenda Schultz-McCarthy in the 
second round of the Grand Slam tournament. 

Dutchwoman Schultz-McCarthy, a former quarter-finalist at the U.S. Open and 
Wimbledon, looked set for an easy passage after taking the first set 6-0 on a Melbourne 
Park show court. 

But Hiraki who said she could not concentrate at first because she had never played 
before a big crowd, came back forcefully to win 0-6 6-1 64. 

The 25-year-old, who was born in Beirut but brought up in Japan, was as surprised as 
anyone by the dramatic turnaround in the second set. “I don’t know what went wrong but 
when I found out I was already 5-1 up. I don’t mind,” she said. 

The match was interrupted because of rain in the third set with Schultz-McCarthy lead- 
ing 3-0. but the big-serving right-hander queried a service fault when it resumed and lost 
her concentration. 

"It was a dumb match. She played very well," Schultz-McCarthy said. 

Hiraki, world ranked 86, will meet Kimberly Po of the United States, who is ranked 23. 
in the third round. 


Huber’s mother collapses at 
Australian Open 


MELBOURNE (R) — Australian Open organisers postponed fifth seed Anke Huber's 
second-round fixture on Wednesday after her mother collapsed just before her match. 
. HubersHEHOtherv Gerda, wa^treated ^ambulance -staff after she. collapsed outside 
* anti was taken to' hbspital. l'WTA Tonr. statement shid. v ■. • ' ■' 
"She feels much, much better,” Huber, 22. was quoted as saying from hospital. 

“We still don’t know what caused the problem, “ doctors said. 

The world number seven from Germany was due to meet Italy's Francesca Lubiani 
on Wednesday afternoon. 

Australian Open referee Peter Bellenger said the match had been rescheduled 
Thursday. 


TWO APARTMENTS FOR RENT 

Super deluxe newly built apartments for rent in Marj Al- 
Hamman. Each apartment consists of: 3 bedrooms, one 
master. 2 bathrooms, sitting & dining and a big kitchen 
open on the living room, and terraces around each 
apartment, central heating and all service separated. 

For more information call owner on 
Tel: 711467 or 716168 


Save water! 
Every drop counts ... 


TO LET 


A ground floor of a two floors building in Jabal 
Amman, Amir Abdullah Circle (4th Circle) is 
available for rent. Consists of 3 bedrooms, (1 of 
which is a master), 4 bathrooms, living, sitting, 
dining and maids rooms, fully equipped kitchen, 
telephone, central heating, garden, garage and a 
separate entrance. 


For more details kindly contact 
Tel.: 642895, 8-10 a.m. & 12-4 p.m. 


BUILDING FOR RENT 
OR SALE AT CITY CENTRE 

Excellent new building for sale or rent for 
companies/contractors/ hotels or motels. Suitable for 
residence or office facilities. Each flat is self contained 
with kitchen and shower/WC. 

Contact Tel: 640676 - Dr. Mohammed or at site 
in Wadi A1 Seer Road next to Tannous garage. 


Furnished Two-Bedroom 
Fiat For Rent 


4th Circle, Jabal Amman. 

Tel: 642855 (evenings). 
Rent: JD 450 


First tennis player 
suspended for drugs 


MIAMI (AP) — Ignacio 
Truyol of Spain became 
the first tennis player to be 
suspended for drug use 
Tuesday, testing positive 
for an anabolic steroid and 
a stimulant. 

Truyol ranked No. 127. 
denies misusing or abus- 
ing the banned substances, 
which he said were pre- 
scribed by a Spanish 
physician io treat a back 
injury. The drugs were 
nandrolone, an * anabolic 
steroid, and pemoline, a 
stimulant. 

•’The player feels he has 


The Activities of the National Music Conservatory during Ramadan 


Tickets available at: 


f 


The Royal Cultural Centre - Main Theatre 


Sat, Jan. 1 8 Russian Duo: Constantine Orbeiian (piano) 
and Maria Safari ants (violin) JD 7 


Wed., Jan. 22 Russian Duo and the Orchestra of the National Music 
Conservatory (Mohammad Othman Sidiq, conductor) 

Tchaikovsky: Piano Concerto No. I and Beethoven: Violin Concerto JD 7 


Under the Patronage of H.E. the French Ambassador Mr. Bernard Bajolet 
Sat., Jan. 25 Philippe Giusiano in a Chopin Recital JD 6 


- Alahlia Abela Superstore, tel. 688481 

- Alissar Flowers, tel. 827695 

- 3abiche, tel. 661322 

- Caffe Moka, tel. 556285 

- Hotel Intercontinental. Jordan, tel. 641361 
■ The French Cultural Center, tel. 637009 

- Safeway, tel. 6853 1 I 

• The Royal Cultural Center, tel. 669026 

- The National Music Conservatory, tel. 687620 


been seriously wronged." 
said Steven Hammond, a 
New York attorney repre- 
senting Truyol. 

The 23-year-old 

Spaniard, who violated 
ATP Tour rules established 
in 1990, will be banned 
from all tournaments for 
one year. He will forfeit 
$39,985 in prize money 
and ranking points earned 
since July 1996. when he 
tested positive at a chal- 
lenger circuit tournament 
in Ostende, Belgium. 

Truyol unsuccessfully 
appealed the results before 
the punishment was 
announced. His suspen- 
sion takes effect immedi- 
ately. 

Hammond said the ana- 
bolic steroid was adminis- 
tered once in a minimal 
dosage of 25 mil- 
ligrammes — not enough 
to enhance performance. 


Truyol’s physician 

believed the quantity was 
acceptable and prescribed 
the steroid without the 
player’s knowledge, 

Hammond said. 

Pemoline was one of 15 
substances in an oral med- 
ication prescribed by the 
doctor, who was unaware 
that it contained a banned 
substance, Hammond said. 

That doesn't matter, said 
Peter Alfano, vice presi- 
dent of communications 
for the ATP Tour. 

“The player was found 
in violation of the anti- 
doping rule," Alfano said. 
"It’s the responsibility” of 
every player on the tour to 
know about the pro- 
gramme and the sub- 
stances that are on the 
banned list." 

The ATP's ami-drug pro- 
gram was implemented by 
the players when the Tour 


started in 1990. Players 
are tested at tournaments 
without advance notice, 
and they’re also tested ran- 
domly between events. 

"Professional tennis can- 
not tolerate the use of 
banned substances that 
raay compromise the 
integrity of competition." 
said Mark Miles, chief 
executive officer of the 
ATP Tour based in Ponte 
Vedra Beach. Florida. 

In 1995. Mats Wilander 
of Sweden, formerly 
ranked No. I in the world, 
and Karol Novacek of the 
Czech Republic allegedly 
tested positive for cocaine 
at the French Open. They 
denied the allegations and 
appealed, and the case still 
is unresolved. 


O 


Hotel Intercontinental - Jordan 




ItfNRADt 


• Under the Patronage of Her Majesty Queen Noor AJ Hussein. 

Tues., Feb. 4 Lutfi Boushnaq and his Ensemble in an evening of traditional 
and authentic Arab music JD 75, 50 and 25 


MlKWCaVJl 




FOR RENT 

Semi furnished roof (penthouse) located 

[P ? e . s ^ locatlon in Abdoun with 
beautify view of the American Embassv 
as well as the British Embassy y 
210 sq.m. - living quarter + 70 so m 

^° m n iHH. bedraor J, s ’ 3 brooms, eta 
No middleman. Contact # Q 79 -?gfl 3 R 


ft 


TEL634144 ^ 


CINEMA 

PHILADELPHIA “1” 


A Rob Cohen film 
Sylvester Stallone in 

DAYLIGHT 

Ishows: 12:30. 3:30, 6:15, 8:30, 10:30 




CINEMA TEL:634144 

PHILADELPHIA “2” 

Richard Gere, Sean Connery 
& Julia OrmoncL...in 

FIRST KNIGHT 



CINEMA 


JORDAN TIMES 
TEL: 

684311-699634 


TEU699238 'y" CINEMA "TSLieTT^ 

PLAZA A CONCORD 


Shows: 12:30, 3:30, 6:15. 8:30, 10:30 




A 




Nour Al Sharif... in 

*AJ Huroub Ha Alqimma 

(Arabic) 

Shows: 12:00,2:00 

* RANSOM 

starring Mel Gibson 

Shows: 6:30, 8:30, 10:30 


CONCORD “1” 

BAD BOYS 




4 


CONCORD "2” 

Coming Soon... “Custom made 
Citizen” 

Aj* 18 satirical play starring Mousa Hijazin 


Nabil & Hisham’s Theatre 

TEL 625155 


The Theatre is closed from 
Dec. 15, 1996 until the start 
of the Holy Month of 
Ramadan in order to prepare 
0r a new play entitled 


“Al Aman Ya Ho” 
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Hawks score 7th consecutive victory; 
Rockets beat Knicks, Bulls edge Bullets 
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ATLANTA (R) — Mookie Blaylock 
sank two free throws with half a sec- 
ond left on the clock to lift the Atlanta 
Hawks to their seventh straight victo- 
ry, a 95-93 win over the Minnesota 
funberwolves on a perfect night for 
the home teams in the NBA. 

Steve Smith scored 26 points, 
Christian Laettner added 22 and 
Blaylock had 16 points for the Hawks, 
who have won 14 in a row in Atlanta 
since losing their home opener. 

Blaylock drove to the basket and was 
fouled by Minnesota's Sam Mitchell 
with 0.5 seconds to go. After Blaylock 
made both shots, Mitchell got the ball 
to rookie guard Shane Heal, who could 
not get off a shot: 

Tom Gugliotta scored 22 points and 
grabbed 12 boards and Kevin Garnett 
added 22 and 1 0 for Minnesota. 

‘It’s just a game where we played 
hard all game,” said Laettner, who 
fouled out with 50 seconds left “It 
was back-and-forth and the guys came 
through.” 

The Timberwolves shot 52 per cent 
(3J-of-60) from the field, compared to 
Atlanta’s 39 per cent 

“They got 25 more shots than us,” 
Garnett said. “We can't let this get us 
down” 

In Chicago, Michael Jordan scored 
10 of his 39 points in the final 3 1/2 
minutes as foe Bulls extended foeir 
winning streak to seven by edging foe 
Washington Bullets 1 OS- 107. 

Jordan scored 10 of foe final 15 
points for Chicago, which squandered 
a nine-point fourth-quarter lead but 
regrouped to improve to a league-best 
18-1 at home. 

Scottie Pippen added 25 points for 
the Bulls, including three three-point- 
ers in foe final period, and Dennis 
Rodman grabbed 18 rebounds, includ- 


ing foe 10,000th of bis career to’ 
become foe 24fo NBA player to reach 
foe plateau. 

Chris Webber had 33 points, 10 
rebounds and seven assists for foe 
Bullets. 

In Phoenix, Kevin Johnson had 25 
points and 16 assists and Cedric 
Cebalios scored seven of his 23 in foe 
fourth quarter to lead foe Suns to a 
110-101 win over foe Denver Nuggets. 

Johnson’s llfo assist of foe game 
was foe 6,000th of his career, making 
him foe 16th player in NBA history to 
accomplish that feat 

Cebalios scored four points in an 8-2 
spurt a foe Suns opened a 103-93 
advantage with 2:36 to go. 

Laphonso Ellis ded a career-high 
wifoi33 points and Dale Ellis added 24 
for foe Nuggets, who have lost five 
straight and nine of 10. 

In Sacramento, Mitch Richmond 
scored seven of his 37 points in over- 
time and keyed a game-ending 8-0 run 
as foe Kings knocked off foe Indiana 
Pacers, 105-98. * 

Mahmoud Abdul -Rauf had 17 points 
and Olden Polynice added 14 for foe 
Kings, who were 7-for-10 from three- 
point range compared to just l-of-7 
from beyond foe arc for foe Pacers. 

Antonio Davis scored 30 points and 
Reggie Miller added 21 for Indiana, 
which has lost five of its last six road 
games. 

In Houston, Charles Baridey had 29 
points and 12 rebounds as foe Rockets 
beat foe New York Knicks for foe first 
time since game seven of foe 1994 
NBA finals, 106-86. 

Clyde Drexler had 19 points and 
nine 1 assists and Hakeem Olajuwon 
added 15 points for foe Rockets, who 
outscored foe Knicks 33-19 in foe sec- 
ond quarter to lead 63-43 at foe half. 


Houston outmuscled New York, 
grabbing 49 rebounds and bolding foe 
Knicks to a season-low 29 after losing 
their last four meetings with New York 
since winning the 1994 championship. 

In Boston, Rick Fox scored 10 of his 
23 points in foe fourth quarter to help 
foe Celtics record a 116-108 victory 
over foe Golden State Warriors. 

David Wesley, who scored Boston’s 
first nine points of the final quarter, 
and Eric Williams added 21 points 
apiece for foe Celtics, who won for 
just foe fourth time in 15 games. 

Joe Smith scored 33 points and 
Latrell Sprewell added 32 for the 
Warriors, losers of five of foeir last 
seven games. 

In Portland. Isaiah Rider scored 22 
points and Arvydas Sabonis had 16 
points and 13 rebounds to lead foe 
Trail Blazers to a 95-86 over foe 
Detroit Pistons. 

Kenny Anderson added 14 points 
and dished out 12 assists for Portland, 
which won for foe sixth time in seven 
games. 

Terry Mills scored 24 points and 
Grant Hill had 20 points, 10 rebounds 
and nine assists for Detroit, which lost 
far just foe second time in eight 
games. 

In Los Angeles, Shaquille O’Neal 
scored 24 points and grabbed 12 
rebounds as foe Lakers beat foe 
Vancouver Grizzlies for the sixth time 
in as many meetings. 91-81. 

Roy Rogers made an 11 -footer to 
give foe Grizziles foeir last lead at 69- 
68 with 10:46 left But Los Angeles 
outscored Vancouver 23-12 foe rest of 
foe way. Anthony Peeler had 23 points 
and Shareef Abdur-Rahim added 19 
for foe Grizzlies, who have lost eight 
of their last nine games and fell to 2-15 
on foe road. 
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Tomba undecided about Wengen slalom 



ROME (R) — Alberto 
Tomba, insisting he is 
unconcerned about tum- 
bling out of foe World Cup 
giant slalom top 15 rankings 
for the first time in 10 years, 
is recovering from flu but 
may still skip Sunday's 
slalom in Wengen. 

The wdrld and former 
Olympic champion told 
Italian newspapers he would 
be leaving for Madonna Di 
Campiglio on Wednesday to 
pick up his training pro- 
gramme again. 

“But I still don’t know 
whether I will be at foe start 
at Wengen on Sunday,” he 
was quoted as saying in foe 
Gazzetta Dello Sport “I 
need to be well and in good 
physical shape.” 

“On Sunday in Chamonix 
1 should not have started but 
1 wanted to see what kind of 
strength 1 had.” 

However, Tuttosport 
newspaper, quoting foe 
Italian’s coach Gustavo 
Thoeni, said Tomba aimed 
to be at Wemgem. 

Tomba, who crashed 
heavily in pre-season train- 
ing and injured a wrist and 
knee, has struggled to get 
back to his old form and has 
only completed two races 
this season. 

The Italian, who captured 
both foe giant and slalom 
world titles in Spain last 
year, was second in a slalom 
on his season's debut at 
Madonna before Christmas 
but failed to finish a giant 


Italy's Alberto Tomba 

slalom in Kranjska Gora. 
Slovenia, on January 5. 

He was eighth in a slalom 
there foe next day. 

He also crashed out of a 
special three-legged exhibi- 
tion slalom in Sestriere, on 


foe piste where foe World 
Championships will be held 
next month, on New Year's 
Day. 

At Chamonix in France 
last weekend foe triple 
Olympic champion was sec- 
ond fastest in foe first leg of 
a slalom before pulling out 
with flu without racing foe 
second leg. 

His absence from 
Tuesday’s giant in 
Adelboden, foe last giant 


before Sestriere, knocked 
Tomba out of foe top 15 
seeded skiers — meaning 
that he will not be able to 
draw a start number in foe 
giant slalom. 

“I am training a bit, foe 
wrist is better and in 
Chamonix I was able to 
push a bit harder. But I 
know I will have to carry 
that pain for a bit longer. It’s 
foe flu that worries me.” j 
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Opening lead: King of * 

In The Importance of Being 
Barnett, Oacar Wilde remarked 
v>u la lose one parent is unfortu- 
in lose two sounds like down- 
right carelessness. At ihe bridge 
table you seldom are offered the 
thanes to atone for an error. When 
Jon get one and don't take ad van- 
**go of it, carelessness is an under- 
BtuemenL 

South hid the hand carefully, first 
doubling for takeout when West's 
overt a il was passed back, then 
taking an invitational raise to 
three beans to protect against tbs 
possibility of North being broke. 


North bod a dear raise to game. 

East signalled enouragemeat 
with the eight on the lead of the 
king of spades, then played the ace 
on Lhe second round as declarer 
ruffed, The simple line lor the con- 
tract was to lead a low diamond to 
the king, but chances of East hold- 
ing the ace were nil — with two 
aces, ono the ace of spades, East 
would have raised partner’s over- 
call. An endplay was a better propo- 
sition. 

Declarer crossed to the nine of 
hearts to ruff another spade, then 
cleared the clubs from both the 
dummy and the closed hand, 
breathing a sigh of relief when both 
defenders followed. Next came a 
trump to tho jack and, with the 
groundwork laid, dummy's last 
spade was led. East and South both 
^carded a diamond and West was 
on lead. A diamond would present 
declarer with the king of diamonds 
as the tenth trick, while a black 
card would have the same result 
when declarer ruffed on the table 
and discarded a diamond from 
hand. 

East had two chances to beat um 
hand. The first was at trick one, 
when correct defense was to Over- 
take partner's king of spades and 
shift to a diamond honor. The sec- 
ond opportunity was when declarer 
led dummy's last spade. East 
should heva ruffed with the useless 
eight of hearts to take partner off 
the endplay, and the defense would 
have prevailed. 


Newly Built Furnished j 
Apartment For Rent 

Spacious, walking distance to McDonald's restaurant, 
second floor, consisting of 3 bedrooms, 3 
bathrooms, large lounge, dining room and huge 
kitchen. Fully and newly furnished. Never rented 
before. Owner leaving overseas. Rent negotiable. 

Pis. call Tel.: 09-985063 (owner) 
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Cafe' Restaurant. Spanish Cuisine & Seafood 
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Jordan Times, Thursday-Friday, January 16-17, 1997 



Dalglish gets first taste 
of football-mad Newcastle 



Kenny Dalglish rests after a game of five-a-side soccer 
with his new Newcastle United team at the Graham 
Sports Centre, Durham. Dalglish was appointed as the 
new manager of Newcastle United Tuesday night 
(Reuters photo) 


NEWCASTLE (AFP) — 
Kenny Dalglish felt foe 
heavy weight of a football- 
mad City's hopes when he 
was given a hero's welcome 
as he arrived for his first 
day’s training as manager of 
Newcastle on Wednesday. 

The former Liverpool 
boss was applauded into the 
club's Maiden Castle train- 
ing ground where a crowd 
of Newcastle fans had gath- 
ered to welcome the man 
they hope will secure foe 
club’s first championship 
title since 1927. 

Several hundred fans from 
Newcatle’s ‘toon army’ fans 
arrived to watch foe work- 
out ahead of Wednesday 
night's FA Cup third round 
replay against Charlton. 

Such has been the excite- 
ment running through the 
city that some fans even 
arrived at Maiden Castle 
late Tuesday in foe far-flung 
hope that Dalglish would 
hold a midnight training 
session with his new play- 
ers. 

George Wright, foe tat- 
tooed 20 stones fan who 
was banned by foe club 
after running bare-chested 
onto foe pitch and bowing 
down in front of former 
manager Kevin Keegan dur- 
ing foe 5-0 demolition of 
Manchester United, was 
among foe fans watching 
Dalglish. 

Wright, whose ban was 
lifted over foe Christmas 
period, said: “I think Kenny 
is the best bet for the club. 
His record speaks for itself. 

“It’s a case of one hero 
replacing another as far as 
I‘m concerned. He took 
over from Keegan at 


Liverpool and did a good 
job there. I hope he does as 
good a job here. 

“Beating Manchester 5-0 
made it one of foe. best days 
of my football lift. I hate 
Manchester United because 
they win so much. 

It's time we had a shout 
and hopefully Kenny can do 


it for us.” 

Meanwhile Bobby 
Robson, Newcastle's first 
choice as successor to 
Keegan, revealed that he 
had turned down foe job 
after being persuaded by 
Barcelona president Josep 
Lluis Nunez to stay with foe 
Spanish giants. 


The former England man- 
ager told foe times that 
Nunez had backed him even 
after foeir 3-2 home defeat 
by Hercules which prevent- 
ed them leapfrogging above 
arch-rivals Real Madrid to 
the top of foe Spanish 
league. 

“The last few days have 
been a tormented time for 
me but yesterday I made my 
decision,” said Robson. 

“In other circumstances I 
would have been foe first 
person on foe plane to 
Newcastle but I have a con- 
tract with Barcelona and my 
honour would not allow me 
to leave without the sanc- 
tion of foe club president 

“Nunez wanted me to ful- 
fil my two-year contract and 
there was never any thought 
from him that 1 might want 
to get out of it.” 

Robson added that after 
three days of painstaking 
negotiations with 

Newcastle chairman Sir 
John Hall, he felt a sense 
relief that a decision had 
finally been made. 

He added: “After I had 
made my decision and Sir 
John Hall was in foe air on 
foe way back to England, I 
knew that he was going to 
announce foe name of foe 
new Newcastle manager 
last night and that it was not 
going to be me so I walked 
down to foe beach near our 
villa and treated myself to a 
glass of champagne. 

“Most of all, I am happy I 
made foe right decision and 
that my conscience is clear. 
I tell you one thing, though: 
Kenny Dalglish is a lucky 


Grobbelaar trial gets underway 


WINCHESTER CAP). — 
Liverpool goalkeeper B&ice 
Grobbelaar began taking 
money to throw games 
because he was angry that 
his club salary was too low, 
it was alleged at a match- 
fixing trial Tuesday. 

“He was embittered by foe 
fact that Liveipool were not 
paying him enough, espe- 
cially compared with other 
newer players, and he want- 
ed to make as much as he 
could over foe next couple 
of years,” prosecutor David 
Calvert Smith said on the 
first day of foe trial at 
Winchester Crown Court 

Grobbelaar was earning 
160.000 pounds (S 270,000) 
a year at Liverpool, he said, 
but had slipped to foe dub's 
13fo-highest player by foe 
time he began taking money 
from a Far Eastern betting 
syndicate, foe prosecution 
said. 

Calvert Smith alleged that 
Grobbelaar and Wimbledon 


goalkeeper Hans Segers 
were handed huge sums of 
cash by foe syndicate to 
make sure their teams lost 
games. 

“In front of 30.000 or 
40,000 or 50,000 fans and a 
TV audience of millions a 
goalkeeper can't simply let 
foe ball roll in between his 
legs,” foe prosecutor told a 
jury of nine men and three 
women. “However, goal- 
keepers do make mistakes 
sometimes and therefore it 
may be that foe odd deliber- 
ate mistake may escape 
attention.” 

On trial alongside foe two 
goalkeepers were former 
-Wimbledon >triker John 
Fash an u and Malaysian 
businessman Heng Suan 
Lim. The four are accused 
of conspiracy to give or 
accept cash to rig foe results 
of certain Premier League 
games between 1991 and 
T994, in the biggest match- 
fixing scandal in English 


soccer in 32 years. The four 
have denied foe charges. 

Lim is alleged to be foe 
British end of foe syndicate 
and responsible for collect- 
ing the money from 

Indonesian contacts, while 
foe prosecution alleges 
Fashanu handed foe money 
on to the goalkeepers. 

Fashanu is alleged to have 
given Grobbelaar 40,000 
pounds IS6S,000) after the 
Liverpool goalkeeper let in 
three goals in a loss to 
Newcastle. 

The trial is expected to 
last at least eight weeks. If 
convicted, all three players 
face jail sentences and life 
bans from foe game in foe 
biggest scandal since 1964 
when Peter Swan, David 
‘Bronco’ Layne and Tony 
Kay were jailed for four 
months and banned for life. 

Calvert Smith said goal- 
keepers were foe ideal play- 
ers to approach for rigging 
match results. 


“If you are a betting man 
and wished to tip foe odds 
in your favor, foe goalkeep- 
er is foe most obvious single 
player on the team to 
approach,” he said. “He is 
the most obvious person to 
have a real influence on foe 
results of foe game.” 

Calvert Smith said 
Grobbelaar, the former 
Liverpool and Southampton 
goalkeeper, was able to buy 
two Mercedes cars with foe 
money be received from a 
betting scheme organised 
by a far eastern syndicate. 
Segers deposited two large 
sums of cash into a Swiss 
branch of an American bank 
during foe 1993 and 1994 
seasons, foe prosecutor said. 

When Segers was inter- 
viewed by police, he said 
foe money was foe proceeds 
of other crimes he commit- 
ted as a teenager and kept in 
a bank account in Jersey. 


Furnished Apartment For Rent 

Two bedrooms, two bathrooms, large living room, 
fully equipped, telephone, television & central 
heating. Between the Fourth & Fifth Circles, Jabal 
Amman, near Ammon Hotel. 

Tel.: (777112) 10 a.m. - 2 p.m. 

(674028) after 4 p.m. 


BABY SITTER 
AVAILABLE 

TEL.: 690026 
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National Equipment & Technical Services 
Ph ase call (1 1 9870 lo schedule an interview. 
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King, 

Queen 
inspect work 
at Abu Obeida 
Mosque 


THE JORDAN VALLEY 
(Petra) — Their Majesties 
King Hussein and Queen 
Noor on Wednesday 
inspected the construction 
of a mosque at the burial 
site of the Prophet 
Mohammad’s companion, 
Abu Obieda Amer Ben A1 
Jarrah in Deir Allah district 
in the Jordan Valley. The 
King and the Queen, 
iiceoiiipnied by Prime 
Minister Abdul Karim 
Kabariti and Minister of 
Awqaf and Islamic Affairs 
Abdul Salam Abb'adi, 
toured the site which will 
house the mosque that seats 
5,500 worshippers, a Koran 
school, a public garden and 
a Friday market as well as 



Their Majesties King Hussein and Queen Noor on Wednesday visit the Abu Obeida 
Amer Ben A1 Jarrah Mosque in the Jordan Valley (photo by Abdullah Ayyoub) 


residences for officials. 

Dr. Abbadi briefed the 
King on plans for the con- 
struction of shrines at the 
burial places of the com- 
panions of the Prophet 
Mohammad, a project 
which is being executed by 


a Royal Commission. 

Dr. Abbadi said that the 
project was an integrated 
complex housing a library, 
several meeting halls and 
an Islamic museum in addi- 
tion to a mosque. It will be 
completed in the first quar- 


ter of next year. He said that 
the Royal Commission was 
involved in 1 7 such projects 
at the overall cost of JD25 
million. The Abu Obieda 
project was awarded to a 
local company to build at a 
cost of JD 4 million. 


Southern Sudanese rebels claim 


advances; government mobilises 


CAIRO (R) — Sudanese 
rebels said on Wednesday 
they had captured ; or 
attacked more army gar- 
risons in the east of Sudan 
and were advancing on the 
southern blue nile town of 
domazin. 

Sudanese President Omar 
Hassan A1 Bashir said the 
gun would decide the strug- 
gle for power in- Africa's 
largest country and his vice 
president flew to Cairo in 
what the opposition - said 
was another sign of panic in 
government circles. 

General Bashir turned to 
Islamic rhetoric to muster 
recruits to drive back the 
rebels, who are comprised 
of northerners and south- 
erners working together in 
their first combined offen- 
sive to - overthrew ‘the 
islamist government that 
took power in a military 
coup in 1 989. 

In the Eritrean capital 
Asmara, a spokesman for 
the rebel Sudan People’s 
Liberation Army (SPLA) 
said the rebels were within 
SO km kilometres of 
Damazin. site of a hydro- 
electricity plant that pro- 
vides SO per cent of the cap- 
ital Khartoum's power. 

A joint rebel force, com- 
bining elements of the 
southern SPLA and the 
mainly northern Sudan 
alliance forces, on Tuesday 
captured the garrison at 
Gadamyeeb, northeast .of 
Kassala town, and were 
attacking nearby garrisons, 
the SPLA added. 

The attacks in the Kassala 
area, east of the capital 


Khartoum, add a third area 
of operations to the rebel 
offensive. They previously 
had reported military suc- 
cesses on two stretches of 
the ethiopion border — at 
the town of Kurmuk in blue 
nile province and in another 
area just north of the blue 
Nile River. 

The rebels say their objec- 
tive is not to capture the 
capita] but to squeeze the 
government and ignite a 
popular uprising. 

One SPLA spokesman, 
Yasser Arman, said the lat- 
est rebel advance was a 
turning point in 13 years of 
war against Khartoum. 

"This operation is to 
enable the mass movement 
inside Sudan to wage an 
uprising against the military 
junta' 'There. By advancing 
on -Damazin we ace -piling 
economic and military pres- 
sure on the junta," Mr. 
Arman said. 

In Khartoum, President 
Bashir added his voice to 
the government’s campaign 
to prepare public opinion 
for war. using the terminol- 
ogy of jihad (holy war). 

He again blamed die 
attacks on Ethiopian forces, 
demoting the rebels to the 
status of junior partners. 

“Scores of mujahidin 
(jihad fighters) are now hur- 
rying towards the theatre of 
operation in order to defend 
the eastern front and (each 
the aggressors and the trai- 
tors a lesson they will never 
forget,’’ Sudanese radio 
quoted Gen. Bashir as say- 
ing. 

“Bashir said political and 


diplomatic channels (to 
Ethiopia) had been closed. 
He said the only thing left 
now was the power of the 
gun.” the radio added. 

Ethiopia says it has noth- 
ing to do with the attacks 
and that Khartoum is look- 
ing for a scapegoat for its 
internal problems. 

Gen. Bashir's first vice 
president. Major General AI 
Zubeir -Mohammad Saleh, 
arrived in Cairo unexpect- 
edly on Wednesday on a 
mission cloaked in some 


secrecy. 

One official said Mr. 
Saleh went to the offices of 
President Hosni Mubarak- 
But presidency sources said 
Mr. Mubarak had no 
appointments on Wednes- 
day morning and the press 
was not invited. 

..Gen. Saleh is the most 
senior Sudanese to visit 
Egypt since President 
Bashir came in June for an 
Arab summit. 

Relations have been 
extremely bad for years, 
especially since Egypt said 
Sudan helped the Egyptian 
islamists who tried to kill 
Mr. Mubarak in Addis 
Ababa in 1995. Sudan 
denies this. 

Two of Sudan's neigh- 
bours. Eritrea and Uganda, 
have broken relations with 
Khartoum but Egypt has 
refused to follow suit, argu- 
ing that this would damage 
the Sudanese people. 

Egypt also has an uneasy 
relationship with some of 
the opposition groups fight- 
ing the Khartoum govern- 
ment. 


Peru rebels agree to guarantor 
committee in first step forward 


LIMA (AFP) — Peruvian 
rebels holding 74 hostages 
agreed Wednesday to the 
government's proposal to 
create a commission that 
would oversee any agree- 
ment reached (o end the 
month-long crisis. 

In a statement transmitted 
by radio. Tupac Amaru 
Revolutionary Movement 
(MRTA1 leader Nestor 
Cerpa Cartolini said that he 
also agreed to the govern- 
ment's suggestions of two 
members to appoint to the 
commission. 

But he gave no sign of 
backing off his top demand 
— that an estimated 440 
Tupac Amaru rebels in 
Peru’s prisons be freed in 
exchange for the hostages’ 
releaser The leftist rebels 
also want the government 
to ease economic policies 
that have funher impover- 
ished Pern’s millions of 


poor. 

"Fundamentally, the com- 
mission must take up our 
organisation's main 

demand, the reason we are 
occupying the embassy.” 
Mr. Cerpa said. The pro- 
posal of a commission is 
acceptable." 

The rebel statement 
appeared to be the first real 
step forward in talks 
between President Alberto 
Fujimori’s government and 
the 15-strong rebel group 
that has been holding the 


hostages since Dec. 17. 

Mr. Fujimori's point man 
on Che crisis. Education 
Minister Domingo 

Palermo, had repeated a 
proposal to create the com- 
mission on Jan. 12 after 
talks set for this past week- 
end collapsed. 

The commission has been 
dubbed here a “guarantors 
commission” but appears 
to be set up more os a nego- 
tiating panel. 

Hostages appeared in the 
second floor window on 
„ Wednesday after the radio 
contact, as did Tupac 
Amaru rebels in the first 
floor with rifles. One had a 
radio scanner and antenna. 

In addition to agreeing to 
the creadan of the panel, 
Mr. Cerpa agreed to the 
naming of Roman Catholic 
Archbishop Juan Luis 
Cipriani . as a member. 
Bishop Cipriani is a close 
friend of Mr. Fujimori, 
whose brother and foreign 
and agriculture ministers 
are among the captives. 
Bishop Cipriani has repeat- 
edly entered the residence 
as a government mediator. 

The rebel leader also 
agreed to naming represen- 
tatives from the 
International Committee of 
the Red Cross, Guatemala 
and an unnamed European 
country to the panel. 

In Ayacucho on Tuesday. 
Bishop Cipriani said that 


the hostages were holding 
up well. 

They are tired, and some 
are getting bored, but their 
spirits are fine and minds 
are clear.” he said. 

The International 

Committee of the Red Cross 
has requested the medical 
records of all 74 hostages. 
“There are some that we are 
more worried about than 
others” said Red Cross 
spokesman Steven 

Anderson. 

In a separate radio com- 
munication, Mr. Cerpa also 
once again complained 
that police were violating 
what he said was a pledge to 
stay at least 100 metres 
away from the Japanese 
ambassador’s residence. 
The rebels had fired shots 
into the air on Monday 
because of such an incur- 
sion. 

They are trying to tire us 
out. but it’s not working.” 
be said. 

Mr. Cerpa also denied 
allegations that the rebels 
were holding the Japanese 
businessmen hostage for 
ransom. 

“We have already denied 
that in a placard in the win- 
dow.” he said. “At no time 
have we spoken to the 
Japanese gentlemen about 
any ransom demand.” 

"If there is no way to ful- 
fill our requests, there is no 
way out,” he said. 


Hebron 
accord 
not all 
that rosy 


By G.H. Jansen 


THE AGREEMENT on the 
withdrawal of Israeli troops 
from most of Hebron was, 
after many months of 
delays and prevarications, 
finally initialled at 02:20 
local time yesterday morn- 
ing at the crossing point 
between Ga2a and Israel. 

The meeting could have 
been held at an earlier hour 
but the convenience of tele- 
vision in the U.S. (which 
peaks seven hours later) 
had to be considered. 

The location was also 
chosen to discourage the 
gathering of crowds since 
they might very well have 
been hostile because the 
terms of the pullback 
please people on neither 
side. 

For one thing, the with- 
drawal is. only partial 
because 20 per cent of 
Hebron will remain under 
Israeli control. So the 
Palestinian Hebronites will 
have to endure the all too 
conspicuous sight of Israeli 
soldiers and settlers in the 
heart of their town for 
some time to come. Also 
the Israeli military’ will 
continue control the 
Ibrahimi Mosque, the prin- 
cipal Islamic holy site in 
the town which the Israelis 
have partitioned between 
Muslim and Jewish wor- 
shippers. 

However, the Israelis are 
not happy about the 
Palestinians' success in 
getting a dated timetable 
for farther Israeli with- 
. drawals from the West 
Bank. Bui this timetable is 
so long-drawn-out (begin- 
ning in March of this year 
and ending by Aug. 31, 

1 998 ). especially with 
respect to the most impor- 
tant third and final phase, 
that the Palestinians are not 
pleased. 

The American “assur- 
ances” demanded by the 
Palestinians to compel the 
Israelis to implement earli- 
er agreements do not real- 
ly amount to assurances at 
all because the document 
was not signed by Israeli 
Premier Benyamin Netan- 
yahu. All the American let- 
ter “assures’’ that it is the 
U.S. understanding that 
Israel has given specific 
undertakings to implement 
the second Oslo accord of 
September 1995. but there 
is no direct pledge from 
the Israelis to the 
Palestinians. 

To make matters worse 
the Americans have told 
the Israelis that they will be 
solely responsible for 
determining the extent of 
their withdrawal from the 
West Bank. This means 
that instead of receiving 
80-90 per cent of the terri- 
tory, as the Palestinians 
expect, the Palestinian 
National Authority (PNAj 
could secure only 30-50 
per cent while the Israelis 
continue to occupy the rest. 


(Continued on page 7) 


Mandela slams U.S., hints arms 
deal with Syria may go ahead 


JOHANNESBURG (Agen- 
cies) — President Nelson 
Mandela lashed out 
Wednesday at U.S. criticism 
of South Africa’s proposed 
arms sale to Syria and hint- 
ed that the $64 1 million deal 
could go ahead no matter 
what Washington says. 

“We will conclude agree- 
ments with any country, 
whether they are popular in 
the West or not. and that is 
what we are likely to do in 
this case,” Mr. Mandela told 
reporters outside his 
Johannesburg home. 

“No country in the world is 
going to dictate to South 
Africa what we decide 
upon,” he said, without men- 
tioning the United Stares by 
name. “What we decide 
upon is going to be deter- 
mined by South African 
interests” 

He added: “We do not nec- 
essarily share the values of 
other countries” — a refer- 
ence to U.S. criticism of the 
proposed deal on grounds 
that Syria sponsors interna- 
tional terrorism. 

Mr. Mandela reiterated, 
however, that the deal had 
not yet been finalised and 
that a cabinet meeting on 
Jan. 22 would decide 
“whether we will go ahead 
with that contract or not.” 

Again without explicitly 
referring to the United 
States, Mr. Mandela said 
countries that disagree with 
others on policy points 
should “use diplomatic 
channels ... don’t rise to the 
mou maintop and dictate to 
other countries." 

The United States on 
Tuesday described the sale 
as a “a very bad. idea” and 



Nelson Mandela 


hinted that Washington 
could suspend aid to South 
Africa if it went ahead. 

U.S. federal law 


can 


impose economic sanctions 
on countries that deal with 
those — like Syria — listed 
by the United States as sup- 
porting international terror- 
ism. 

“We will never allow any 
support or assistance from 
any country, no matter how 
powerful it is, to dictate our 
foreign policy, or violate our 
sovereignty or undermine 
our pride.” Mr. Mandela 
said. 

South Africa is one of the 
largest recipients of U.S. aid 
and is due to get $1 18 mil- 
lion from Washington in 
1997. 

South Africa's choice of 
friends on the international 
scene — notably Iran. 
Libya and Cuba — has 
often raised U.S. hackles, 
but Mr. Mandela has 
shrugged this off. saying be 
will not abandon countries 


that supported the straggle 
against apartheid. 

The latest plan to sell tank- 
firing control systems to the 
Syrian army has been criti- 
cised notably by Israel and 
the United States. 

After the furore sparked by 
reports of the deal the 
Foreign Ministry in Pretoria 
had denied Tuesday evening 
that a sale was imminent 

A tender was unlikely to 
be issued before 1999 or 
2000. if at all. the ministry 
said. 

It said an unnamed South 
African firm that had joined 
at least three European 
countries in proposing to 
join the tender had only 
been given provisional 
approval so far. 

The Foreign Ministry 
statement. Mr. Mandela 
said, does not signify 
backpedalling by South 
Africa following the U.S. 
threat to cut off aid, it sim- 
ply means that “at this point, 
there has been no decision 
— it doesn’t mean that there 
will be no decision.” 

Mr. Mandela's spokes- 
man. Parks Mankahlana. 
said Tuesday that South 
Africa wants “to look at all 
the interests involved ... first- 
ly our own interests and 
then the interests of the 
Middle East peace process" 
before reaching a final deci- 
sion. 

.The issue has raised to the 
surface a lingering tension 
between South Africa and 
the United States since Mr. 
Mandela and his African 
National Congress (ANC) 
came to power in the 
nation's first all-race elec- 
tion in 1994. 


Arafat may not get all the 


territory he bargained for 


OCCUPIED JERUSALEM 
(R) — With the smoke from 
the battle for Hebron barely 
cleared. Israeli and 
Palestinian negotiators are 
girding for a bloodier politi- 
cal war over the rest of the 
West Bank. 

Palestinian President 
Yasser Arafat got 80 per 
cent of Hebron and thinks 
he will control an even high- 
er proportion of the West 
Bank once Israel completes 
a three-stage handover next 
year. 

But the self-rule agree- 
ments he signed with the 
ousted labour government 
do not say how far Israeli 
troops are to withdraw. 

The point is not lost on 
Prime Minister Benyamin 
Netanyahu who is trying to 
hold together a right-wing 
coalition government and a 
country that are split over 
handing back Palestinian 
land seized in the 1967 
Middle East war. 

“It is not true, contrary to 


what you have been tbld, 
that the so-called redeploy- 
ments in the interim agree- 
ment bring us to the ‘67 
boundaries, or 80 per cent or 
90 per cent of it,” Mr. 
Netanyahu told U.S. Rabbis 
this week. 

“It doesn’t stipulate any 
percentage. It doesn't stipu- 
late any territory.” Mr. 
Netanyahu said- signalling 
that Palestinians are in for 
some tough bargaining if 
they are to govern more than 
the main towns and villages. 

“Our purpose is to stay not 
to leave,” Mr. Netanyahu 
said. 

Palestine Liberation 
Organisation (PLO) and 
Labour government officials 
negotiated the two Oslo self- 
rule agreements from 1993 
to 1995 in an atmosphere of 
trust that vanished after Mr. 
Netanyahu's election in 
May. 

They deliberately kepi fig- 
ures out of the text but PLO 
officials say they understood 


from their contacts with the 
Israelis that they would con- 
trol 90 per cent of the West 
Bank. 

“We did not specify the 
area of the West Bank and 
Gaza Strip in the 1995 inter- 
im deal but we are confident 
about our percentages.” 
PLO official Ahmad Qouri 
told Reuters. 

“We believe that after the 
third phase of redeploy- 
ments is completed. 87 to 90 
per cent of the West Bank 
and Gaza Strip would be 
under our jurisdiction,” he 
said. “If the Israelis are giv- 
ing different percentages, 
then they are trying" ro 
change the agreement and 
are trying to swallow our 
land.” 

Yossi Beilin, a Labour 
minister who helped negoti- 
ate Oslo, said the scale of 
the Israeli withdrawal was 
always open to debate. 

‘The final stage is up to 
the negotiators." he told 
Reuters. 


Netanyahu shifted policy but did 
not change ideology, analysts say 


OCCUPIED JERUSALEM 
(R) — Israeli Prime 

Minister Benyamin 

Netanyahu has done what 
■he said he would never do 
— cede part of the “Biblical 
land of Israel” to 
Palestinians. 

But the Likud Parry 
leader’s agreement with the 
Palestine National 

Authority (PNA) to rede- 
ploy troops in Hebron is 
less a strategic shift in ide- 
ology than a tactical 
response to political pres- 
sure, analysts say. 

“It is very significant that 
the Likud would sign an 
agreement to evacuate the 
city they view as their 
ancestral hometown." said 
Khalil Al Shikaki. director 
of the Centre for Palestine 
Research and Studies 
(CPRS). 

"But this does not neces- 
sarily indicate giving up a 
long-held ideological 

stance. It may only reflect 
political pragmatism on his 
part," he said. 

Gerald Sreinberg, a politi- 
cal science professor at Bar 
Dan University, said: “It is 
clearly a pragmatic step. He 
is responding to the lack of 


an alternative.” 

Mr. Netanyahu toppled a 
labour government last May 
by opposing the land-for- 
peace formula underlying 
the whole five-year-old 
Middle East peace process. 

But the agreement with 
Palestinian President Yasser 
Arafat to pull troops out of 
SO per cent of Hebron is the 
first time a Likud leader has 
withdrawn from land occu- 
pied in the 1967 war since 
Menachem Begin left the 
Sinai peninsula. 

Unlike the Sinai, handed 
back to Egypt under the 
1979 Camp David treaty, 
Hebron and the rest of the 
West Bank of the River 
Jordan are viewed by rieht- 
wing Israelis and Jewish 
settlers as theirs by God- 
given right 

Analysts say Mr. 
Netanyahu's agreement on 
Hebron was bom more of 
U.S.. Arab and international 
pressure than of a commit- 
ment to the 1993 Palestinian 

self-rule deal negotiated by 
Labour in Oslo. J 

Mr. Netanyahu held off 
implementing Oslo but gun- 
I s } ^Ptember which 
killed 60 Palestinians and 


15 _ Israelis prompted 

Washington to step up pres- 
sure in order to salvage its 
Middle East policy. 

Hebron, however, is only 
Mr. Netanyahu’s first test. 
Oslo requires him to with- 
draw from rural West Bank 
areas which will eventually 
shape the borders of an 
autonomous Palestinian 
entity. 

“He wants to share the 
West Bank on his terms. 
And we want him to Leave 
the West Bank in accor- 
dance with international 
resolutions which respect 

TL Pfif J said Mahdi 
Abdul Hadi, director of the 

Palestinian Academic 
Society for the Study of 
International Affairs. 
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HDlary, Tipper 
prepare for Jan. 20 


WASHINGTON (AFP) — 
First Lady HilJaiy Clinton 
chose New York couturier 
Oscar de la Renta ro create 
her wardrobe for the Jan. 

20 presidential inaugura- 
tion. the designer's office 
said. De la Renta, bom in 
the Dominican Republic, 
started talking with Clinton 
about the outfits right after 
the November election. De 
la Renta has designed a 
wool suit with matching ■ 
Melton Coat for Rodham 
Clinton to wear to the 
swearing-in ceremony and 
an embroidered tulle ball- -Jl 
gown with Satin Cape for 
die inaugural balls. Tipper 
Gore, wife of Vice- 
President Al Gore, picked 
New York designer 
Jennifer George for her 
inaugural outfits, which 
include . a floor-length 
opera coat of garnet velvet 
and black satin embroi- 
dered with gold stars and 
the names of the 50 
American states. 


Olympic star held 
for drunken driving 


BLOOMFIELD (.AFP) — 
Reigning Olympic figure- 
skating champion Oksana 
Baiul ~ was arrested here 
Tuesday after a car acci- 
dent and charged with dri- 
ving while intoxicated. 
Baiul. 19, is two years 
below the legal drinking 


age here. Her blood-alco- 0 
hoi level was .168, above ” 


the .10 minimum level for 
intoxication under state 
law. Baiul, from the 
Ukraine, has lived and 
trained in nearby Simsbury 
since 1994. She was a few 
kilometres from her home 
when her green Mercedes 
skidded and slid off the 
road and she was taken to a 
nearby, hospital in Hartford 
suffering from a concus- 
sion and needing a dozen 
stitches to a scalp wound. 
A passenger in the car, 30- 
y ear-old Ukranian skater 
Ararat Zakarian of New 
York, broke a finger in the 
accident. 


Rodman tops 
worst-dressed 
women list 


LOS ANGELES (R) — 
Cross-dressing Chicago 
Bulls basketball star C 
Dennis Rodman won 
another award on Tuesday 

— topping designer Mr. 
Blackwell's “worst dressed 
women” list. “The fashion 
menace’ may be the bad 
boy of basketball — but in 
fishnet and feathers he’s a 
unisex wreck.” Blackwell 
said in announcing his list 
of the sanorially deficient. 
The hoop star is not the 
first man to make the list 

— last year it was radio 
personality Howard Stem. 
Rodman, whose brightly 
coloured hair, tattoos and 
outrageous costumes off 
tile court make him a huge 
draw for the NBA champi- 
on Bulls, is followed on the 
list by “101 Dalmatians” 
* tar . Glenn Close and 
“Friend 5 " Amiga Lisa 
Kudrow. Madonna, a staple 
of Blackwell's worst- 
dressed in the past, has 
been . transformed by her 
role in the movie “Evita" 
and now makes the design- 
er s list of “fabulous fash- 
ion independents" And 
there is no mention on 
either list of another 
Blackwell favourite. 
Elizabeth Taylor. 


Germany to 
check up on ‘sick’ 
civil servants 


BONN fRj — The German 
cabinet agreed on Tuesday 
real government employees 
who call in sick from work 
should receive home visits 
|o check whether they real- 
ly are ill. Trade unions crit- 
icised the move as “uadis- 
ntfed snooping” into 4 
workers’ private lives, 
jmenor Minister Manfred 
Knniher said that on aver- 
a 2 e government employees 
missed 17 days a year, 
tiiree days more than com- 
parable workers in the pri- 
vate sector. 
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